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ScakcklLx were my working utenſils, 
paper, candles, and money properly ſecured, 
before the doors reſounded ; the floor was 
covered with ſand and ſand bags; my 
hand-cuffs, however, and the ſeparating 
bar, I had haſtily reſumed, that they 
might ſuppoſe I had worked with them on, 
which they were filly enough to credit, 
highly to my future advantage. 

No man was more buſy on this occaſion 
than the brutal and ſtupid Bruckhauſen, 
who put many interrogatories, to which I 
made no reply, except aſſuring him that I 
ſhould have completed my work ſome days 
ſooner, had it not been his good fortune 
to fall ſick, and that this only had been the 
cauſe of my failure, 
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The man was abſolutely terrified with 
apprehenſion: he began to fear me, grew 
more polite, and even ſuppoſed nothing 
was impoſſible to me. 

It was too late to remove the ſand; 
therefore, the lieutenant and guard con- 
tinued with me, ſo that this night, at 
leaſt, I did not want company. When 
the morning came, the hole was firſt fill- 
ed and walled up; the planking was re— 
newed. The tyrant Borck was ill, and 
could not come, otherwiſe my treat- 
ment would have been ſtill more lament- 
able. The ſmiths had ended defore the 
evening, and the irons were heavier than 
ever. Ihe foot chains inſtead of being 
faſtened as before, were ſcrewed and ri— 
vetted ; all things elſe remained as former- 
ly. They were employed in the flooring 
till the next day, ſo that I could not 
ſleep, and at laſt J ſank down with weari- 
neſs. 

The greateſt of my misfortunes was, they 
again deprived me of my bed, becauſe I 
had cut it up for ſands bags. Before the 

doors 
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doors were barred, Bruckhauſen, and ano- 
ther major, examined my body very nar- 
rowly. They often had aſked me, where J 
concealed all my implements ? My anſwer 
was, Gentlemen, Beelzebub is my beſt 
© and molt intimate friend; he brings me 
© every thing [| want, ſupplies me with 
light, we play whole nights at piquet, 
and, guard me as you pleaſe, he will 
finally deliver me out of your power.” 
Some were aſtoniſhed, others laughed, 
At length, as they were barring the laſt 
door, I called, ** Come back, gentlemen ! 
© you have forgotten ſomething of great 
importance.“ In the interim I had taken 
up one of my hidden files. When they re- 
turned; Look ye, gentlemen,” faid 1, 
here is a proof of the friendſhip Beelze- 
© bub has for me : he has brought me this in 
« a twinkling.” Again they examined, 
and again they ſhut their doors. While 

they were ſo doing, I took out a knife, and 
ten louis-d'ors, called, and they returned 
grumbling curſes; I then ſhewed them the 
knife and the louis-d'ors, Their conſternation 


R 2 Was 


(c 
40 


5 


* 


25 
1 
* 
4 

Ip 

* 
14 
- 

* 
3 
= 


* 
N 
t 
Ll 
4 
* 
: 
5 
* 


(+3 
was exceſſive ; and I diverted my misfor- 
tunes, by jeſting at ſuch blundering, ſhort- 


ſighted keepers. It was ſoon rumoured 
through Magdeburg, eſpecially among the 


ſimple and the vulgar, that I was a magi- 
cian, to whom the devil brought all 1 
aſked. 

One Major Holtzkammer, a very ſelfiſh 
man, profited by this report. A fooliſh 
citizen had offered him fifty dollars, if he 
might only be permitted to fee me through 
the door, being very defirous to have a 
peep at a wizard, Holtzkammer told me, 
and we jointly determined to ſport with his 
credulity. The major gave me a maſk, 


with a monſtrous noſe, which I put on 


when the doors were opening, and threw 
myſelf into an herioc attitude. The affright- 
ed burger drew back; but Holtzkammer 
ſtopped him, and aid, Have patience but 
for one quarter of an hour, and you ſhall 
ſce he will aſſume quite a different coun— 
tenance. The Burger waited, my maſk 
was thrown by, and my face appeared whit- 
enced with chalk, and made ghaſtly. The 

Burger 
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Burger again ſhrank back ; Holtzkammer 
kept him in converſation, and I affumed 
a third farcical form. TI tied my hair under 
my noſe, and a pewter diſh to my breaſt, 
and, when the door a third time opened, I 
thundered, “ Eegone, raſcals, or I'll ſet 
* your necks awry!“ They both ran, and 
the filly Burger, eaſed of his fifty dollars, 
ſcampered firſt. 

The major in vain laid his injunctions on 
the Burger, never to revea! what he had 
beheld, it being a breach of duty in him 
to admit any perſon whatever to the fight 
of me. In a few days, the necromancer 
Trenck, was the theme of every ale-houſe 
in Magdeburg, and the perion was named 
who had ſeen me change my form thrice 
in the ſpace of one hour. Many falſe and 
ridiculous circumſtances were added, and 
at laſt the ſtory reached the governor's ears. 
The citizen was cited, and offered to take 
his oath to the truth of what himſelf and the 
major had ſeen, Holtzkammer, according- 
ly ſuffered a ſevere reprimand, and was 
lomedays put under arreſt, We frequently 
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laughed, however, at this adventure, which 
had rendered me ſo much the ſubje& of 
converſation, Miraculous reports were 
the more eaſily credited, becauſe no one 
could comprehend how, in deſpite of the 
load of irons I carried, and all the vigi- 
lance of my guards, I ſhould be continual- 
ly able to make new attempts, while thoſe 
appointed to examine my dungeon ſeemed, 
as it were, blinded and bewildered. A 
proof this, how eaſy it is to deceive the cre- 
dulous, and whence have originated witch- 
craft, prophecies, and miracles. 

My laſt undertaking had employed me 
more than twelve months, and fo weaken- 
ed me, that J appeared little better than a 
ſkeleton. Notwithſtanding the greatneſs of 
my ſpirit, I ſhould have ſunken into de- 
ſpondency at ſeeing an end like this to all 
my labours, had 1 not ſtill cheriſhed a ſe- 
cret hope of eſcaping, founded on the 
friends I had gained among the officers. 

I ſoon felt the effects of the loſs of my 
bed, and was a ſecond time attacked by 


'a Violent fever, which would this time 


Cer- 
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certainly have conſumed me, had not the 
officers, unknown to the governor, treated 
me with all poſſible compaſſion.” Bruck- 
hauſen alone continued my enemy, and 
the ſlave of his orders: on his day of exa- 
mination, rules and commands in all their 

rigour were obſerved, nor durſt I free my- 
ſelf from my irons, till I had for ſome weeks 
remarked thoſe parts on which he 1nvari- 
ably fixed his attention. I then cut through 
the link, and cloſed up the vacancy with 
bread. My hands I could always draw out, 
eſpecially after illneſs had conſumed the 


fleſh off my bones. Half a year had elapſed 


before I had recovered ſufficient ſtrength 
to undertake, anew, labours like the paſt. 

Neceſſity, at length taught me the 
means of driving Bruckhauſen from my 
dungeon, and of inducing him to commit 
his office to another. I learnt his olfactory 
nerves were ſomewhat delicate, and, when- 
ever I heard the doors unbar, I took care 
to make a ſtir in my night-table. This 
made him give back, and at length he 
would come no farther than the door, 
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1 
Such are the hard expedients of a poor, 
unhappy priſoner! 

One day he came bloated with pride, juſt 
after a courier had brought the news of 
victory, and ſpoke of the Auſtrians, and 
the auguſt perſon of the Empreſs-Queen 
with ſo much virulence, that at laſt, en- 
raged almoſt to madneſs, I ſnatched the 
ſword of an officer from its ſheath, and 
mould certainly have ended him, had he 
not made a haſty retreat. From that day 
forward he durſt no more come without 
guards to examine the dungeon. Two 
men always preceded him, with their bay- 
onets fixed and their pieces preſented, be- 
hind whom he ſtood at the door. This 
was another fortunate incident, as I dread- 
ed only his examination. 

The following anecdote will afford a 
ſpecimen of this man's underſtanding. 
While digging in the earth, I found a can- 
non ball, and laid it in the middle of my 
priſon. When he came to examine— 
«© What, in the name of God, is that?“ 
faid he. lt is a part of the ammunition,” 

anſwer- 
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anſwered I, „ that my Familiar brings 
* me. The cannon will be here anon, and 
* you will then ſee fine ſport!” He was 
aſtoniſhed, told this to others, nor could 
conceive ſuch a ball might by any natural 
means enter my priſon. | 

I wrote a ſatire on him, when the late 
Landgrave of Heſſe Caſſel was governor of 
Magdeburg; and I had permiſſion to write, 
as will hereafter appear; the Landgrave 
gave it to him to read himſelf ; and fo groſs 
was his conception, that though his own 
phraſeology was introduced, part of his 
hiſtory, and his character painted, yet 
he did not perceive the jeſt, but laughed 
heartily with the hearers. The Landgrave 


was highly diverted, and, after I obtained 


my freedom, reſtored me the manuſcript, 
written in my own blood. 
About the time that my laſt attempt at 
eſcaping failed, General Kruſemarck came 
to my priſon, whom 1 had formerly lived 
with in habits of intimacy, when cornet of 
the body guard. Without teſtifying friend- 


ſhip, eſteem, or compaſſion, he aſked, 
B 5 among 
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among other things, in an authoritative 
tone, how I could employ my timeto prevent 
tediouſneſs. I anſwered, in as haughty a 
mood as he interrogated ; for never could 
misfortune bend my mind. I told him, 
* I always could find ſources of entertain- 
ment in my own thoughts, and that, 
as for my dreams, I imagined they 
would, at leaſt, be as peaceful and 
pleaſant as thoſe of my oppreſſors.“ — 
Had you, in time,” replied he, curb- 
ed this fervour of yours, had you aſked 
pardon of the king, perhaps you would 
have been in very different circum- 
ſtances ; but he who has committed an of- 
fence in which he obſtinately perſiſts, 
endeayouring only to obtain freedom by 
ſeducing men from their duty, deferves 
no better fate.“ 

Juſtly was my anger rouſed !---** Sir,” 
anſwered I, “ yon are a general of the 
King of Pruſſia, I am an Auſtrian cap- 
4% tain.---My royal miſtreſs will protect, 
* perhaps deliver me, or at leaſt revenge 
% my death. I have a conſcience void of 

oc re- 
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* reproach. You, yourlſeif, well know 
«© I have not deſerved theſe chains. 1 
& place my hope in time, and the juſtneſs 
«© of my cauſe, calumniated and condem- 
© ned, as I have been, without legal fen- 
* tence or hearipg. In ſuch a ſituation 
© the philoſopher will RRP: be able to 
« brave and deſpiſe the tyrant.” 
He departed with threats, and his laſt 
words were---** The bird ſhall ſoon be 
© taught to ſing another tune.”---The 
effects of this courteous viſit were ſoon felt. 
An order came that I ſhould be prevented 
ſleeping, and that the centinels ſhould call, 
and wake me, every quarter of an hour ; 
which dreadful order was immediately exe- 
cuted. | 
This was indeed a puniſhment intolerable 
to nature! Yet did cuſtom at length, teach 
me to anſwer in my ſleep. Four years did 
this unheard-of cruelty continue! The 
noble Landgrave of Heſſe-Caſſel, at length 
put an end to it, a year before I was releaſ- 
ed from my dungeon, and oace again, in 
mercy, ſuffered me to ſleep in peace. 
B 6 Under 
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Under this new affliction I wrote an Elegy, 
which may be found in the ſecond volume 
of my works; a few lines of which I ſhall 


Cite, 


Wake me, ye guards; for hark ! the quarter firikes ! 


Sport with my woes, laugh loud at my miſeries ! 
Hearken if you hear my chains clank | Knock ! Beat } 
Of an inexorable tyrant be ye 

Th? inexorable inftruments! Wake me, ye ſlaves: 
Ye do but as you're bade. Soon ſhall he lic 

Sleepleſs, or, dreaming, the ſpectres of conſcience 
Behold and ſhriek, who me deprives of reſt. 


Wake me ! again the quarter ftrikes ! Call loud | 
Rip up all my bleeding wounds, and ſhrink not ! 
Yet, think, *tis I that anſwer, God that hears |! 
To every wretch in chains ſleep is permitted: 

1, I alone, am robb'd of this laſ refuge 
Of ſinking nature! Hark ! Again they thunder { 
Again they iterate yells of Trenck and death ! 


Peace to thy anger, peace, thou ſuffering heart] 
Nor indignant beat, adding tenfold pangs to pain. 


Ye burthened limbs, ariſe from momentary 
Slumbers ! Shake your chains! Murmur not, but riſe} 
And ye! Watch-dogs of Power! let looſe your rage: 
Fear not, ſœ I am helpleſs, unprotected, 
And, yet, not ſo— The noble mind within 
Itſelf, reſources finds innumerable. 
Thou, O God, thought'ſt good me t' impriſon thus; 
Thou, O God, in thy good time, wilt me deliver. 


Wake me then, nor ſear ! My ſoul ſlumbers not. 
And who can ſay but thoſe who fetter me 
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May, ere to-morrow, groan themſelves in fetters ? 
Wake me l for lo ! their ſleep's leſs ſweet than mine. 


Call! Call ! From night to morn, from twilight to dawa 


Inceſſant 1 Yea, in God's name, Call! Call! Call! 
Amen! Amen! Thy will, O God, be done! 

Yet ſurely thou at length ſhalt hear my ſis hs! 

Shalt burſt my priſon doors! Shalt ſhew me fair 
Creation ! Yea the very heav'n of heav'ns. 


With whom theſe orders originated, un- 
exampled in the hiſtory even of tyran- 
ny, I ſhall not venture to ſay. The major, 
who was my friend, adviſed me to perſiſt in 
not anſwering. 1 followed his advice, and 
it produced this good effect that we mutu- 
ally forced each other to a capitulation 
they reſtored me my bed, and I was oblig- 
ed to reply. 

Immediately after this regulation, the 
ſub-governor, General Borck, my bitter 
enemy, became inſane, was diſpoſſeſſed of 
his poſt, and Lieutenant-colonel Reichmann, 
the benevolent friend of humanity, was 
made ſub-governor. 

About the ſame time the court fled from 
Berlin, and the Queen, the Prince of Pruſ- 
ſia, the Princeſs Amelia, and the Mar— 
grave Henry, choſe Magdeburg for their 
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reſidence. Bruckhauſen grew more polite, 
probably, perceiving I was not wholly de- 
ſerted, and that it was yet poſſible I might 
obtain my freedom. The cruel are uſual- 
ly cowards, and there is reaſon to ſuppoſe 
Bruckhauſen was actuated by his fears to 
treat me with greater reſpect. 

The worthy new governor had not indeed 
the power to lighten my chains, or alter the 
general regulations : what he could he did, 
If he did not command, he connived at 
the doors being occaſionally, at firit, and, 
at length, dai y kept open ſome hours, to 
admit day light and freſh air. After a time 
they were open the whole day, and only 
cloſed by the officers when they returned 
from their viſit to Walrabe. 

Having light, I began to carve with a 
nail on a pewter cup in which I drank, 
ſatirical verſes and various figures, and at- 
tained ſo much perfection that my cups, 
at laſt were conſidered as maſter-pieces, 
both of engraving and invention, and were 
ſold dear as rare curioſities. My firſt at- 


tempts were rude, as may well be imagined. 
My 


5 

My cup was carried to town, and ſhewn 
to viſitors by the governor, who ſent me 
another. I improved, and each of the in- 
ſpecting officers wiſhed to poſſeſs one. I 
grew more expert, and ſpent a whole year 
in this employment, which thus paſſed 
ſwiftly away. The perfection I had now 
acquired obtained me the permiſſion of 
candle light, and this continued till 1 was 
reſtared to freedom. 

The King gave orders theſe cups ſhould 
all be inſpected by government, becauſe I 
wiſhed by my verſes and devices, to in- 
form the world of my fate. But this com- 
mand was not obeyed ; the officers made 
merchandiſe of my cups, and ſold them at 
laſt for twelve ducats each. Their value 
increaſed ſo much, when I was releaſed from 
priſon, that they are now to be found in 
various Muſeums throughout Europe. 
Twelve years ago the late Landgrave of 
Heſle-Caflel preſented one of them to my 
wife, and another came, in a very unac— 
countable manner, from the Queen Dow- 
ager of Pruſſia to Paris, I have given prints 
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of both theſe with the verſes they contain- 
ed, in my works; whence it may be ſeen 
how artificially they were engraved. 

A third fell into the hands of Prince 
Auguſtus Lobkowitz, then a priſoner of 
war at V.agdeburg, who, on his return to 
Vienna, preſented it to the Emperor, 
who placed it in his Muſeum. Among 
other devices on this cup was a landſcape, 
repreſenting a vineyard and huſbandmen, 
and under it the following words: By my 
lalours my vineyard flouriſhed, and I hoped tg 
bave gathered the fruit; but Ahab came, 
Alas ! for Naboth. 

The alluſion was fo pointed, both to the 
wrongs done me in Vienna and my ſuffer- 
ings in Pruſſia, that it made a very ſtrong 
impreſſion on the Empreſs Queen, who im- 
mediately commanded her miniſter to make 
every exertion for my deliverance. She 
would, probably, at laſt, have even reſtor- 
ed me to my eſtates, had not the poſſeſſors 
of them been ſo powerful, or, had ſhe her- 
ſelf lived one year longer. To theſe my 
engraved cups was I indebted for being 
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once more temembered at Vienna. On 
the ſame cup alſo was another engraving 
of a bird in a cage, held by a Turk, with 
the following inſcription : The bird ſings 
even in the florm ; open his cage, break his 
Vetters, ye friends of virtue, and his ſongs ſhall. 
be the delight of your abodes ! 

There is another remarkable circum- 
ſtance attending theſe cups. All were for- 
bidden, under pain of death, to hold con- 
verſation with me, or to ſupply me with pen 
and ink; yet, by this open permiſſion of 
writing what I pleaſed on pewter, was 1 
enabled to inform the world of all I wiſhed, 
and to prove a man of merit was oppreſſed, 
The difficulties of this engraving will be 
conceived when it is remembered that I 
worked by candle-light on ſhining pewter, 
attained the art of giving light and ſhade, 
and, by practice, could divide a cup into 
two-and-thirty compartments, as regu- 
larly with a ſtroke of the hand as with a 
pair of compaſſes. The writing was ſo mi- 
nute, that it could be only read with glaf- 
ſes. I could uſe but one hand, both be- 


ing 


(I 
ing ſeparated by the bar, and therefore 
held the cup between my knees. My ſole 
inſtrument was a ſharpened nail, yet did 1 
write two lines on the rim only. 

My labour became ſo exceſſive, that I 
was in danger of diſtraction or blindneſs. 
Every body withed for cups, and I wiſhed 
to oblige every body, fo that I worked 
eighteen hours a day. The reflection of 
the light from the pewter was injurious to 
my eyes, and the labour of invention for 
appoſite ſubjects and verſes was moſt fa- 
tiguing. I had learned only architectural 
drawing. 

Enough of theſe cups, which procured 
me ſo much honour, ſo many advantages, 
and helped to ſhorten fo many mournful 
hours. My greateſt incumbrance was the 
huge iron collar, with its enormous ap- 
pendages, which, when fuffered to preſs the 
arteries in the back of my neck, occaſioned 
intolerable head-achs. ] fat too much, and a 
third time fell fick. A Brunſwick ſauſage, 
ſecretly given me by a friend, occaſioned 
an indigeſtion, which endangered my life ; 

a putrid 
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1 
a putrid fever followed, and my body was 
reduced to a ſkeleton, Medicines how- 
ever were conveyed to me by the officers, 
and, now and then, warm food. | 

After my recovery I again thought it 
neceſſary to endeavour to regain my liber- 
ty. I had but forty louis d'ors remaining, 
and theſe I could not get till I had firſt 
broken up the flooring. 

Lieutenant Sonntag was conſumptive, 
and obtained his diſcharge. I fupplied 
him with money to defray the expences 
of his journey, and with an order that 


four hundred florins ſhould be annual- 


ly paid him from my effects, till his death 
or my releaſe. I commiſſioned him to ſeek 
an audience from the Empreſs, endeavour 
to excite her compaſſion in my behalf, and 
to remit me four thauſand florins, for which 
gave a proper acquittance, by the way of 
Hamburg. The money-draft was addreſ- 
ſed to my adminiſtrators, counſellors Kempf 
and Huttner. 

But no one, alas, in Vienna wiſhed my 
return they had aleady begun to ſhare my 


property, 
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property, of which they never rendered me 
an account, Poor Sonntag was arreſted 


as a ſpy, impriſoned, ill-treated for ſome 


weeks, and, at laſt, when naked and de- 


ſtitute, received a hundred. florins, and 
was eſcorted beyond the Auſtrian confines, 
The worthy man fell a ſhameful ſacrifice to 
his honeſty, could never obtain an audience 
of the Empreſs, and returned poor and 
miſerable, on foot to Berlin, where he was 
twelve nionths ſecretly maintained by his 
brother, and with whom he died. He 
wrote an account of all this to the good 
Knoblauch, my Hamburg agent, and 
I, from my ſmall ſtore, ſent hun a hun- 
dred ducats. 

How much muſt I deſpair of finding any 
place of refuge on earth, hearing a accounts 
like theſe from Vienna! 

A friend, whom ] will never name, by 
the aid of one of the lieutenants, ſecretly 
viſited me, and ſupplied me with fix hun- 
dred ducats. The ſame friend, in the year 
1763, paid four thouſand florins to the im- 
perial envoy, Baron Reidt, at Berlin, for 

the 


„ 
the furthering of my freedom, as I ſhall 
preſently more fully ſhew. Thus I had 
once more money. 

About this time the French army ad- 
vanced to within five miles of Magdeburg. 
This important fortreſs was at that time the 
key of the whole Pruſſian power. It re— 
quired a garriſon of ſixteen thouſand men, 
and contained not more than fifteen hun- 
dred. The French might have marched in 
unoppoſed, and at once have pat an end to 
the war, The officers brought me all the 
news, and my hopes role as they approach- 
ed. What was my aſtoniihment when the 
major informed me, that three waggons had 
entered the town 1n the night, had been 
ſent back loaded with money, and that the 
French were retreating ! This 1 can aſſure 
my readers, on my honour, 1s literally truth, 
to the eternal dilgrace of the French gene- 
ral. The major, who informed me, was 
himſelf an eye-witne(s of the fact. It was 
pretended the money was for the army of 
the King, but every, body could gueſs whi- 
ther it was going ; it left the town without 


a Con- 
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a convoy and the French were then in the 


neighbourhood. Such were the allies of 
Maria Thereſa ! The receivers of his mo- 


ney are known in Paris. Not only were 


my hopes this way fruſtrated, but in Ruſſia 
likewiſe, where the Counteſs of Beſtuchef, 
and the Chancellor, were fallen into diſ- 
grace. 

I now imagined another, and indeed a 
fearful and dangerous project. The garri- 
ſon of Magdeburg, at this moment, con- 
ſiſted but of nine hundred militia, who were 
diſcontented men. Two majors and two 
lieutenants were in my intereſt, The guard 
of the Star-Fort amounted but to a hun- 
dred and fifteen men. Fronting the gate 
of this fort, was the town gate, guarded 
only by twelve men and an inferior officer; 
beſide theſe lay the caſements, in which 
were ſeven thouſand croat priſoners. Ba- 
ron K—-y, a captain, and priſoner of war, 
alſo was in our intereſt, and would hold 
his comrades ready, at a certain place and 
time, to ſupport my undertaking. Another 
friend was, under ſome pretence, to hold 

; | *: mas 


W 
his company ready, with their muſkets 
loaded, and the plan was ſuch, that I 


ſhould have had four hundred men in arms 


to carry it into execution. 

The officer was to have placed the two 
men we moſt ſuſpected and feared, as 
centinels over me; he was to command 
them to take away my bed, and, when 
encumbered, I was to ſpring out, - and 
ſhut them in the priſon. Clothing and 
arms were to have been procured and 
brought me into my priſon ; the town gate 
was to have been ſurpriſed ; I was to have 
run to the caſemate, and called to the 
Croats, ©* Trenck! To arms!“ Ny friends, 
at the ſame inſtant, were to break forth, 
and the plan was fo well concerted that it 
could not have failed. Magdeburg, the 
magazine of the army, the royal treaſury, 
arſenal, all would have been mine; and 


ſixteen thouſand men, who were the pri- 


ſoners of war, would have enabled me to 
keep poſſeſſion. 
The moſt eſſential ſecret, by which all 


this was to have been effected, I dare not 
reveal; ſuthce it to ſay, every thing was 


pro- 
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provided for, every thing ſecure; I ſhall 
only add that the garriſon, in the harveſt 
months, was exceedingly weakened, be- 
cauſe the farmers paid the captains a flo- 
rin per man each a day, and the men 
for their labour likewiſe, to obtain 
hands. The ſub-governor connived at the 
Practice. | 

One Lieutenant G procured a fur- 
lough to viſit his friends ; but, ſupplied by 
me with money, he went to Vienna, I 
furniſhed him with a letter addrefled to 
Counſellors Kempf and Huttner, including 
a draft for two thouſand ducats ; wherein 
I ſaid that, by theſe means, I ſhould not 
only ſoon be at liberty, but in poſſeſſion of, 
the fortreſs of Magdeburg! and that tho 
bearer was entruſted with the reſt. 

The heutenant came ſafe to Vienna, un- 
derwent a thouſand interrogatories, and 
his name was repeatedly aſked. This, 
fortunately he concealed. They adviſed 
him not to be concerned 1n ſo dangerous 
an undertaking; told him I had not ſo 
much money due to me, and gave him, 


inſtead of two thouſand ducats, one thou- 
land 
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fand florins. With theſe he left Vienna, 
but with very prudent ſuſpicions, which 
prevented him ever more returning to 
Magdeburg. A month had ſcarcely paſ- 
led before the late Landgrave of Heſſe- 
Caſſel, then chief governor, entered my 
priſon, ſhewed me my letter, and demanded 
to know who had carried the letter, and 
who were to free me, and betray Magde- 
burg. Whether the letter was ſent imme- 
diately to the king or the governor, I know 
not; it is ſuTcient that J was once more 
betrayed at Vienna. The truth was, the 
adminiſtrators of my effects had acted as if 
were deceaſed, and did not chuſe to re- 
fund two thouſand ducats. They wiſhed 
not I ſhould obtain my freedom in a man- 
ner that would have obliged the government 
to reward me, and reſtore the effects they 
had embezzled, and the eſtates they had 
ſeized. What happened afterwards in Vi- 
enna, which will be related in its places 
will inconteſtably prove this ſurmiſe to be 
well founded. 

Theſe bad men did not, it is true, die 
in the manner they ought; but they all are 
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dead, and J am ftill living, and like an 
honeſt, though poor man ; ſo did not they 
die. Be this read and remembered by their 


luxurious heirs, who refuſe to reſtore my 


children to their rights. 

My conſternation on the appearance of 
the Landgrave, with my letter in his hand, 
may well be ſuppoſed ; I had the preſence 
of mind, however, to deny my hand-wri- 
ting, and affect aſtoniſhment at ſo crafty a 
trick. The Landgrave endeavoured to 
convict me, told me what Lieutenant Kem- 
nitz had repeated at Vienna, concerning 
my poſſeſſing myſelf of Magdeburg, and 
thereby ſhewed me how fully I had been 
betrayed. But, as no ſuch perſon exiſted, 


as Lieutenant Kemnitz, and as my friend 


had fortunately concealed his name, the 
myſtery remained impenetrable, eſpecially 
as no one could conceive how a priſoner, 
in my fituation, could ſeduce, or ſubdue 
the whole garriſon, The worthy prince 
left my priſon, apparently ſatisfied with 
my defence; his heart felt not ſatisfaction 
in the misfortunes of others. 


The 
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The next day a formal examination was 
taken, at which the ſub-governor Reich- 
mann preſided. I was accuſed as a traitor 
to my country ; but I obſtinately denied 
my hand-writing. Proofs or witneſſes 
there were none, and, in anſwer to the 
principal charge, I ſaid, “ I was no cri- 
% minal, but a man calumniated, illegally 
imprifoned, and loaded with irons ; 
that the king, in the year 1746, had 
caſhiered me, and confiſcated my parent- 
al inheritance ; that therefore the laws 
of nature enforced me to ſeek honour 
and bread in a foreign fervice ; and that, 
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66 finding theſe in Auſtria, I was become 
« an officer and a faithful ſubject of the 
1 * Empreſs Queen; that I had been a ſe- 
e ce cond time unoffendingly impriſoned ; 
7 6e that here I was treated as the worſt of 
5 © malefactors, and that my only reſource 
E cc 


was to ſeek my liberty, by ſuch means 


e XR © as I could: were I, therefore, in this 
th attempt, to deſtroy the very town of 
In A cc 


F: Magdeburg, and occaſion the loſs of a 
; „ thouſand lives, I ſhould till be guilt- 
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“ ſentenced, previous to my impriſon- 
«© ment at Glatz, I ſhould have been, and 
cc have continued a criminal; but not hav- 
ing been guilty of any ſmall, much leſs 
of any great crime, equal to my. puniſh- 
& ment, if ſuch crime could be, I was, 
© therefore, not accountable for conſe- 
« quences: I owed neither fidelity nor 
« duty to the King of Pruſſia; for, by the 
„ word of his power, he had deprived 
© me of bread, honour, country, and 
« freedom.” 

Here the examination ended, without 
farther diſcovery : the officers, however, 
falling under ſuſpicion, were al: removed, 
and thus I loſt my beſt friends; yet it was 
not long before | had gained two others, 
which was no difficult matter, as I knew 
the national character, and that none but 
poor men were made militia officers. Thus 
was the governor's precaution fruitleſs, and 
every body ſecretly wiſhed I might obtain 
my freedom. 

I ſhall 


leſs. Had I been heard, and legally 
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I fhall never forget the noble manner in 
which I was treated on this occaſion by the 
Landgrave. This I perſonally acknow- 
ledged, fome years afterward, in the city 
of Caſſel, when I heard many things which 
confirmed all my ſurmiſes concerning Vi— 
enna. The Landgrave received me with 
all grace, favour, and diſtinction. I re- 
vere his memory, and ſeek to honour his 
name. He was the friend of misfortune. 
When J, not long afterward, fell ill, he 
ſent me his own phyſician, and meat from 
his table, nor would he ſuffer me, during 
two months, to be waked by the centinels. 
He likewiſe removed the dreadful collar 
from my neck ; for which he was ſeverely 
reprimanded by the king, as he himſelf has 
ſince aſſured me. 

I might fill a volume with incidents at- 
tending two other efforts to eſcape, but! 
will not weary the reader's patience with 
too much repetition. I ſhall merely give an 
abſtract of both. 

When I had once more gained the offi- 
cers, I made a new attempt at mining my 
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way out, Not wanting for implements, 
my chains and the flooring were ſoon cut 
through, and all was ſo carefully replaced 
J was under no fear of examination. I 
here found my concealed money, piſtols, 
and other neceſſaries; but, till I had rid 
myſelf of ſome hundred weight of ſand, it 
was impoſſible to proceed. For this pur- 
pole I made two different openings in the 
floor: out of the real hole I threw a great 
quantity of ſand into my priſon ;* after 
which I cloſed it with all poſſible care. | 
then worked at the ſecond with ſo much 
noiſe, that I was certain they muſt hear 
me without. About midnight the doors 
began to thunder, and in they came, de- 
tecting me, as | intended they ſhould. None 
of them could conceive why I ſhould with 
to break out under the door, where there 
was a triple guard to paſs. The centinels 
remained, and in the morning, priſoners were 
ſent to wheel away the ſand. Ihe hole was 
walled up and boarded, and my fetters were 
renewed, They laughed at the ridiculouſneſs 
of my undertaking, but puniſhed me by de- 


priving 
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priving me of my light and, bed, which, 
however, in a fortnight, were both reſtored. 
Of the other hole, out of which moſt of 
the earth had been thrown, no one was 
aware, The major and lieutenant were too 
much my friends to remark that they had 
removed thrice the quantity of ſand the 
falſe opening could contain. They ſup- 
poſed this ſtrange attempt having failed, it 
would be my laſt, and Bruckhauſen grew 
negligent. . 

The governor and ſub-governor both vi- 
ſited me, after ſome weeks; but, far from 
imitating the brutality of Borck, the Land- 
grave ſpoke to me with great mildneſs, 
promiſed me his intereſt to regain my free- 
dom, when the peace ſhould be concluded ; 
told me I had more friends than I might 
| ſuppoſe, and aſſured me I had not been 
quite forgotten by the Court of Vienna. 
The manner in which I anſwered him 
moved him to the ſoul; in vain he endea- 
voured to hide his tears, while I, in a mo- 
ment of exquiſite ſenſibility, fell at his 
feet, roſe, and pleaded like Cicero, hep- 
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py to have met with a prince, who thought 
and felt like a man. 

He promiſed me every alleviation, and 
I gave him my word of honour I would ne- 
ver more attempt to eſcape, while he re» 
mained governor, The manner in which I 
ſpoke enforced conviction, and it was then 
that he ordered my neck-collar to be taken 
off, my window to be unclofed, my doors 
every day to be left two hours open, a ſtove 
which I might light myſelf, ro be put in 
my dungeon, finer linen for my ſhirts, and 
paper to amuſe myſelf, by writing down my 
thoughts. The ſheets of paper were to be 
numbered, when given, and when return- 
ed, by the town major, that I might not 
abuſe this liberty. 

Ink was not allowed me, I therefore 
pricked my finger, ſuffered the blood to 
trickle into a pot, and, when coagulated, 
warmed it again in my hand, throwing 
away the fibrous parts that would not lique- 
fy ; by this means I procured a ſucceda- 
neum for ink both to write and draw. 

I now 
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I know buſied myſelf with engraving my 
cups, and verſifying. I had free opportu- 
nity to diſplay ſuch abilities as I poſſeſſed, 
to excite eſteem, and awaken compaſſion, 
My emulation was encreaſed by the know- 
ledge that my pruductions were ſeen and 
read at courts, and that the Princeſs Amelia, 
and the Queen herſelf, teſtified their ſatisfac- 
tion. I bad oon ſubjects to engrave from 
ſent me; and the wretch whom the King in- 
tended to immure, and bury alive, whoſe 
name no man was to mention, never lived to 
better purpoſe, nor was more famous, than 
while he vented his groans in this dungeon. 
My writings produced their effect, and in 
reality regained my freedom. To my cultiva- 
tion of the ſciences, and preſence of mind 
in danger, am i indebted for all: theſe could 
| not all the power of Frederic deprive me of; 
5 by thele I obtained that which he in his 
wrath, and the might of his deſpotiſm, had 
Intended to take from me eternally ! Yes! 
this liberty 1 procured, though he continu- 
ally anſwered all petitions in my behalf— 
He is a dangerous man; and fo long as 
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i have life, he ſhall never ſee the light!” 


| Yet have I ſeen it, as broadly as himſelf, 


during his life ; after his death, I have ſeen 
it without revenging myſelf, otherwiſe than 
by proving my innocence and virtue to a 


monarch, who oppreſſed becauſe he knew 


me not, becauſe he would not recal the 
haſty ſentence of anger, or own' it 
was poſſible he might be miſtaken. No! 
in my writings I have ſought only to 
appeaſe him, to juſtify and prove the great- 
neſs of his foul ! He died convinced of my 
integrity, yet without affording me retri- 


| bution! Perhaps, he recollected my ſuf- 


ferings, and knew retribution was impoſ- 
ſible. Enough! If ſo it can be, peace be 
to his aſhes! Man 1s formed by misfor- 
tune; virtue is active in adverſity. Per- 
haps, had I lived in uninterrupted hap— 
pineſs, poſterity would have heard little of 
my naine. It 1s indifferent to me, that the 


' companions of my youth have their ears 


gratified, dehghted, with the titles of Ge- 
neral | Field-Marſhall ! 1 have learned to 


live without ſuch additions. I am known 
| 1n 
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in my works. Hence has it often been 
aſked, why is not he alſo a Miniſter or a 
General. Bleſſed content! Thee have 1 
learned to taſte, unalloyed by pride ! Re- 
pole, thrice blefſed, Thee do I enjoy, in 
the haven of the wiſe, after ſtorms and 
horrors paſt ? May my hiſtory, my example, 
conſole the afflicted, ſtrike terror to the 
guilty, bridle youth's impetuoſity, and in- 
ſpire the ſuffering with fortitude * 

I return- to my dungeon. Here, after 
my laſt conference with the Landgrave, I 
waited my coming fate, with a mind more 
at eaſe than that of many a prince in his 
palace, My dawn of hope daily grew more 
bright. The newſpapers they brought me 
foretold approaching peace, on which all 
my dependance was placed, and I paſſed 
eighteen months calmly, and without fur- 
ther attempt. 

The father of the Landgrave died; he had 
till then been only hereditary prince; and 
Magdeburg now loſt its noble governor, 
The worthy Reichmann, however, teſti— 
fied for me all compaſſion and eſteem; I 
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had books; my time was employed, and 


therefore ſtole unperceived away. Impri- 
ſonment and chains to me were become 


habitual, and freedom, in all her lovely 


forms, ſleeping and awake, in hope ap- 
proached. | 

About this time I wrote the poems, found 
in my works, called the Macedonian Hero; 
'The Dream Realized, and the Fables 
contained in the firſt volume, moſt of which 
have reference to myſelf. The moſt, and 
the beſt of my poems are now loſt to me. 
The mind's ſenſibility when the body is im- 
priſoned is ſtrongly rouſed, nor can all 
the aids of the library equal this advantage. 
Perhaps 1 may recover ſome of them in 
Berlin, if ſo, the world may learn what my 
thoughts then were. When I was ſet at li- 
berty, J had none but ſuch as I remember- 
ed, and theſe I committed to writing. On 
my firſt perſonal viſit to the Landgrave of 
Heſſe-Caſſel, I received a volume of them, 
written in my own blood; but there were 
certainly eight of theſe, which I ſhall ſcarce- 
ly ever regain, 
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The death of Elizabeth, the depoſing 

of Peter III. and the acceſſion of Cathe- 

rine II. produced peace. On the receipt 
of this intelligence, I endeavoured to pro- 
vide for all poſſible contingencies, The 
worthy captain K— had opened me a cor- 
reſpondence witli? Vienna; I was aſſured of 
ſupport ; but was likewiſe aſſured the ad- 
miniſtrators, and thoſe who poſſeſſed my 
eſtates, would throw every poſſible impedi- 
ment in the way of freedom. I endeavour- 
ed to perſuade another officer to aid my eſ- 
cape, but in vain : no fecond Schell was to 
be found. The will conſented, bur the 
heart recoiled. 

I therefore opened my old hole, and my 
friends aſſiſted me all in their power, fur- 
ther to diſembarraſs myſelf of ſand. My 
money melted away, but they provided me 
with tools, gun-powder, and a good ſword, 
I had remained ſo long quiet that my floor- 

ing was no more examined. 

My intent was to wait the peace; and, 
ſhould I ſtill continue in chains, then 
would I have my ſubterranean paſſage to 

the 
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the rampart ready foreſcape. For my further 
ſecurity, an old heutenant had, with my 
money, purchaſed a houſe in the ſuburbs, , 
where I might lie concealed. Gummern 
in Saxony, is two miles from Magdeburg : 
here a friend, with two good horſes, was 
to wait a whole year, to ride on the glacis N 
of Kloſterbergen, on the firſt and fifteenth 
of each month, and, at a given ſignal, to 
haſten to my aſliſtanee. 

My paſſage was to be ready in caſe of 
emergency ; I therefore removed the up- 
per planking; broke up the two under 
beds, cut the boards into chips, and burnt 
them in my ſtove. By this I obtained fo 
much additional room as to proceed half 
way with my mine. Linen again was 
brought me, ſand bags made, and thus I 
ſucceſsfully proceeded to all but the laſt 
operation. Every thing was afterwards ſo 
well cloſed and concealed, that J had no- 
thing to fear from the narroweſt inſpection, 
ſufficient of the under flooring being left to 
ſupport the upper, aud it appeared doubly 
nailed as before, to avoid ſuſpicion, eſpe- 
cially 
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3 
cially as the new come garriſon could not 
know what was the original length of the 
planks. 

This ſevere labour reduced me again 
to a very feeble ſtate of body; and, by the 
return of the regulars, I in a moment was 
deprived of all my friends. 

I muſt in this place relate a dreadful ac- 
cident, which I cannot even now remem- 
ber, without ſhuddering, and the ter- 
ror of which has often haunted my very 
dreams. 

While mining under the foundation of 
the rampart, juſt as I was going to carry 
out the ſand-bag, I ſtruck my foot againſt 
a ſtone in the wall above, which fell down 
and cloſed up the paſſage. 

W hat was my horror to find myſelf thus 
buried alive! After a ſhert time for reflec- 
tion, I began to work the ſand away from 
the ſide, that I might obtain room to turn 


round. By good fortune, there were ſome 


feet of empty ſpace, into which I threw 


the ſand as I worked it away; but the ſimall 


quantity of air ſoon made it fo foul, that I 
I a thou- 


E 
find times wiſhed myſelf dead, and made 
feveral attempts to ſtrangle myſelf, Fur- 


ther labour began to ſeem impoſlible. 


Thirſt almoſt deprived me of my fenſes, 


but as often as I put my mouth to the ſand, 
I inhaled freſh air. My ſufferings were in- 
credible, and I imagine I paſſed full eight 
hours in this diſtraction of horror. Of all 
dreadful deaths, ſurely ſuch a death as this 
is the moſt dreadful. My ſpirits fainted ;_ 
again I ſomewhat recovered, again I be- 
gan to labour, but the earth was as high as 
my chin, and I had no more ſpace into 
which I might throw the ſand, that I might 
turn round. I made a more deſperate ef- 
fort, drew my body into-a ball, and turn- 
ed round; I now faced the ſtone, which 
was as wide as the whole paſſage, but there 
being an opening at the top, I reſpired 
freſher air. My next labour was to root 
away the ſand under the ſtone, and let it 


ſink, ſo that I might creep over, and, by 


this means, at length, I once more happily 
arrived in my dungeon! 


The 


a 
The morning was advanced; I fat my- 
felf down ſo exhauſted that I ſuppoſed it 


was impoſſible I had time or ſtrength to 


cover up and conceal my hole. After half 
an hour's reſt, however, my fortitude re- 


turned : again I went to work, and ſcarce- 
ly had I ended before the reſounding 
locks and bolts told the approach of uy 
viſitors, 

They found me pale as death: I com- 
plained of the head- ach, and continued 
ſome days ſo much affected by the fatigue 
J had ſuſtained, that I began to imagine 
my lungs were impaired. After a time, 
health and ſtrength returned, but, per- 
haps of all my nights of horror, this was 
the moſt horrible. Ilong repeatedly dream- 
ed I was buried alive in the centre of the 
earth; and now, though three and twenty 
years are elapſed, my ſleep is {till haunted 
by this viſion. 

After this accident, whenever I worked 
in my cavity, I hung a knife round my 
neck, that, in caſe I ſhould be again ſo in- 
cloſed, I might ſhorten my miſeries. Over 
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he ſtone that had fallen were ſeveral 


others that hung tottering, under which I 
was ſeveral hundred times obliged to 


creep. Nothing could deter me from en- 


deavouring to obtain my liberty! 

When my paſſage was ready, ſo that I 
could break out when 1 pleaſed, I wrote 
various letters to my friends at Vienna, and 
allo an impaſſioned memorial to my ſove- 
reign, When the militia left Magdeburg, 
and the regulars returned, I took an affect- 
ing leave of my friends who had behaved to 
me with ſo much humanity, and ſo benevo- 
lently ſupplied my wants. Several weeks 
elapſed before they departed, and I learnt 
that, general Riedt was appointed ambaſſa- 
dor from Vienna to Berlin. 

I had ſeen the world; I knew this gene- 
Tal was not averſe to a bribe; 1 wrote him 
a moving letter, conjuring him not to aban- 
don me, and to act with perhaps more ar- 
dour in my behalf than his inſtructions 
might imply. I incloſed a draft for fix 
thouſand florins, on my effects at Vienna, 
and he received four thouſand mare from 

one 
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one of my relations. I have to thank theſe 
ten thouſand florins for my freedom, which 
obtained nine months after. My vouch- 
ers ſhew the fix thouſand florins were paid 
in April 1763, to the order of general Riedt. 
The other four thouſand I thankfully repaid, 
when at liberty, to my friend. 

I received intelligence, before the garri- 
ſon departed, that no ſtipulation had been 
made on my behalf, at the peace of Hu- 
bertſberg. * The Vienna plenipotentiaries, 
after, and not before, the articles were ſign- 
ed, mentioned my name to Hertzberg, but 
with little earneſtneſs of ſolicitation. From 
Berlin indeed I received private aſſurances 
of every effort being made to move Frede- 
ric, a promiſe on which I could much bet- 
ter rely than on my protectors at Vienna, 
who ſo many years had left me in misfor— 
tune, I therefore determined to wait three 


*The releaſe of Trenck was ſo f:ebly mentioned, by 
the Auſtrian plenipotentiary, that Hertzberg, the Pruſ- 
lian miniſter, took not the leaſt notice of the affair. T. 


See Fiſcher Geſchichte Fried. JJ. 
Theil JI. S. 246. 


months 


( 44 ) 
months longer, and, ſhould I find myſelf 


neglected, to owe my eſcape to myſelf. 
On the change of the garriſon, the officers, 


being all of the nobility, were much more 


difficult to gain than the former. The ma- 
Jors literally obeyed their orders; their help 
was unneceſſary ; but ſtill I fighed for my 
old friend-, I had only ammunition bread 
again for food, as no one ſupplied me with 
the leaſt comfortable addition. 

My time hung very heavy; every thing 
was carefully examined on the change of 
the garriſon. A ſtill ſtricter ſcrutiny might 
occur, and all my projects be diſcovered. 
This had nearly been effected by accident, 
as I ſhall here relate. I had, two years be- 
fore, ſo tamed a mouſe that it would play 
round me, and eat from my mouth: in this 
ſmall animal I diſcovered proofs of intelli— 
gence too great to eaſily gain belief: were 
I to write them, prieſts would rail, monks 
grumble, and ſuch philoſophers as ſuppoſe 
man alone endowed with. the power of 
thought, allowing nothing, but what they 
call inſtinct to animals, would proclaim 
me. 


("06-2 
me a fabulous writer, and my opintons he- 
terodox to what they ſuppoſe ſound philoſo- 
phy. Should I hve, perhaps, I may here- 
after publiſh an eſſay on this ſubject, in 
which, this my moule, and a ſpider, will 
appear as remarkable charatters. 

This intelligent mouſe had nearly been 
my ruin. I had diverted myſelf with it dur- 
ing the night; 1t had been nibbling at my 
door, and capering on a trencher. The 
centinels happened to hear our amuſement, 
called the officers; they heard alſo, and ad- 


ded all was not right in my dungeon. At 


day-break, my doors reſounded ; the town- 
major, a ſmith, and maſon entered : ftri& 
ſearch was begun ; flooring, walls, chains, 
and my own perſon, were all ſcrutinized, 
but in vain. They aſked what was the noiſe 
they heard: I mentioned the mouſe, whiſt- 
led, and it came and jumped upon my 
ſhoulder. Orders were given I ſhould be 
deprived of its ſociety ; 1 earneſtly intreated 
they would at leaſt ſpare its life. The offi- 
cer on guard gave me his word of honour, 

he 
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he would preſent it to a lady, Who would 
treat it with the utmoſt tenderneſs. | 
He took it away, and turned it looſe in 


the guard-room, but it was tame to me 


alone, and ſought a hiding-place. It had 
fled to my priſon-door, and, at the hour of 
viſitation, ran into my dungeon, immedi- 
ately teſtifying its joy by its antic leaping 
between my legs. It 1s worthy remark that 
it had been taken away blindfold, that is to 
ſay, wrapped in a handkerchief. The guard- 
room was a hundred paces from my dun- 


geon. How then did it find its maſter ? 


Did it know, or did it wait for the hour 
of viſitation? Had it remarked that the 
doors were daily opened ? 

All were defirous of obtaining this mouſe, 
but the major carried it off for his lady; 
ſhe put it into a cage, where it pined, re- 
fuſed all ſuſtenance, and, in a ow days, was 


found dead. 


The loſs of this little companion made 
me, for ſome time, quite melancholy, yer, 
on the laſt examination, I perceived it had 


ſo eaten away the bread, by which I had 


concealed 


WO 


concealed the crevices I had made in cut- 
ting the floor, that the examiners muſt be 
all but blind not to diſcover them. I was 
convinced my faithful little friend had fallen 
a neceſſary victim to its maſter's ſafety 
My keepers were perſuaded I had neither 
the will nor the power to make further at- 
tempts at freedom. This accident, how- 
ever, determined me not to wait even the 
three months. | 

I have already related horſes were to be 
kept ready, on the firſt and fifteenth, and 
] only ſuffered the firſt of Auguſt to pals, 
becauſe I would not injure the worthy ma- 
jor Pfuhl, who had treated me with more 
compaſſion than his comrades, and whoſe 
day of viſitation it was. On the fifteenth 1 
determined to fly, This reſolution formed, 

I waited in anxious expectation of the day 
when a new, and again moſt remarkable 
ſucceſſion of accidents happened. 

An alarm of fire had obliged the major 
of the day to repair in haſte to the town ; 
he, therefore, committed the keys to the 
lieutenant. The latter, coming to viſit me, 

with 
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| with a look of compaſſion, aſked---** Dear 
| “ Trenck, have you never, during ſeven 
« years that you have been under the guard 
<© of the militia, found a man like Schell?“ 
« <--Alas! fir, * anſwered I, “ ſuch friends 
© are indeed rare; the will of many has 
© been good: each knew I could make his 
* fortune, but none had courage enough 
« for ſo deſperate an attempt. Money I 
© have diſtributed freely, but have received 
£ little help.” 
© Money !—how do you obtain money 
& in this dungeon?“ “ From a ſecret 
4 correſpondent at Vienna, by whom I am 
„ ſtill ſupplied. If I can ſerve you, com- 
© mand me: I will do it willingly, with- 
* out aſking any return.* So ſaying, I 
immediately took fifty ducats from between 
the pannels, and gave them to the lieute- 
nant, At firſt he refuſed, but at length 
accepted them with fear.--- He left me, pro- 
miſed to return, pretended to ſhut the door, 
and kept his word. He now avowed, that 
debt obliged hin to defert, that this had 
long been his determination, and that de- 
— ſirous 
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firous to aſſiſt me, at the ſame time, if he 
could find the means, I had only to ſhew 
how this might be effected. | 
We continued two hours in conference; 
a plan was ſoon formed, approved, and al- 
moſt a certainty of ſucceſs demonſtrated ; 
eÞecially, when I told him I had two horſes 
in waiting, We vowed eternal friendſhip, 
I gave him fifty additional ducats, and he 
had never before been ſo rich; his whole 
debts, which would oblige him to deſert, 
not amounting to more than two hundred 
rix-dollars, which, however, he never could 
have diſcharged out of his pay. 

He was to prepare four keys, that were 
to reſemble thoſe of my dungeon; the latter 
were to be exchanged on the day of flight, 
being kept in the guard-room while the 
major was with general Walrabe. He was 
to give the grenadiers on guard leave of 
abſence for ſome hours, or lend them into 
the town on various pretences. The centi- 
nels at the gate he was to call from their 
duty, and thoſe placed over me were to be 
ſent into my dungeon, to take-away my bed: 

Fol u., D - while 
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while encumbered with this, I was to ſpring 
out, and lock them in, after which we were 
ro mount our, horſes, which were kept ready, 
and ride full ſpeed to Gummern. Every 
thing was to be prepared within a week, 
when he was again to mount guard. We 
had ſcarcely fully formed our project before 
the centinels called, the major was coming ; 
he, accordingly, haſtily barred up the doors, 

and the major paſſed to general Walrabe. 

No man now was happier than myſelf, 
1 | in a dungeon though I was: my hopes of 
it eſcape were triple; the mediation at Berlin, 
4 the mine I had made, and my new friend, 

[ the lieutenant. | 
it Intoxicated with hope and joy, then, 
1 when moſt ought to have been cool and 
clear, I ſeemed to have loſt my underſtand- 
ing. I came to a reſolution which will ap- 
pear, to every reaſonable man, extravagant, 
abſurd, and pitiable. I was vain enough, 
ſtupid enough, mad enough, to form the 
deſign of caſting myſelf on the generoſity 
and magnailmity o itne Great Frederic! — 
; a _ . Should 
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51 
Should this fail, I ſtill thought my lieute- 
nant a certain ſaviour, 

Having heated my indignation with this 
lamentable ſcheme, I expected the hour of 
viſitation with anxiety. The major entered; 

I beſpoke him thus : 8 
41 know, fir, the great Prince Ferdi- 
* nand is again, in Magdeburg.“ (My new 
friend had told me this). Be pleaſed to 
© inform him that he may firſt examine my 
« priſon, double the centinels, and after- 
te ward give we his commands, ſtating at 
© what hour it will pleaſe him I ſhould make 
«© my appearance, in perfect freedom, on 
«© the glacis of Kloſterbergen. If I prove 
„ myſelf capable of this, I then hope for 
the protection of Prince Ferdihand ; and 
«© that he will relate my proceeding to the 
King, who may thereby be convinced of 
my innocence, and the perfect clearneſs 
of my conſcience.” | 
| The major was aſtoniſhed ; ſuppoſed my 
brain turned. The propoſal he held to be 
ridiculous, and the performance impoſſible, 
I, however, perſiſted ; he rode to town, and 
"+ NEG returned 
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returned with the ſub-governor, Reich- 


mann; the town- major, Riding; and the 


major of inſpection. The anſwer they de- 
livered was - That the Prince promiſed me 
his protection, the King's favour, and a 


certain releaſe from my chains, ſhould 1 
prove the truth of my aſſertion. I required 


they would appoint a time; they ridiculed 
the ching as impoſſible, and, at laſt, ſaid 


that it would be ſufficient could I only prove 


the practicability of ſuch a ſcheme ; but, 


ſhould I refuſe, they would immediately 


break up the whole flooring, and place cen- 


tinels in my dungeon night and day; adding, 


the governor would not admit of any actual 
breaking out, 

After the moſt ſolemn promiſes of good 
faith, I immediately diſencumbered myſel 
of my chains, Taiſed up my flooring, gave 
them my arms and implements, and alſo 
two keys, that my friends had procured me, 
to the doors of the ſubterranean gallery. 
This gallery I defired them to enter, and 


ſound, with their ſword-hilts, at the place 
through which I was to break, which might 


be 


„ 

be done in a few minutes. I further de- 
{cribed the road I was to take through the 
gallery, informed them that two of the doors 
had not been ſhut for fix months, and to the 
others they already had the keys; adding, 
I had horſes waiting at the glacis, that would 
be immediately ready ; the ſtables for which 
were unknown to them. 

They went, examined, returned, pur 
queſtions, which I anſwered with as much 
preciſion as the engineer could have done 
who built the Star-Fort. They left me with 
ſeeming friendſhip, continued away about 
an hour, came back, told me. the prince 
was aſtoniſhed at what he had heard; that 
he wiſhed me all happineſs, and then took 
me, unfettered, to the guard-houſe. The 
major came in the evening, treated us with 
a ſumptuous ſupper, affured me every thing 
would happen to my wiſhes, and that prince 
Ferdinand had alrcady written to Berlin. 

The guard was reinforced next day : two 
grenadiers entered the officer's room as cen- 
tinels. The whole guard loaded with ball 
before my eyes, the draw-brides were raiſed 
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in open day, and precautions were taken as 
if it were ſuppoſed I intended to make at- 
tempts as deſperate as thoſe J had made at 


Glatz. 

| now ſaw numerous workmen employed 
on my dungeon, and carts bringing quarry- 
ftones! The officers on guard behaved with 
great kindneſs, kept a good table, at which 
I ate ; but two centinels, and an under- 
officer, never quitted the guard - room. 
Converſation was very cautious, and this 
continued five or fix days: at length, it was 
my new friend the lieutenant's turn to mount 
guard; he appeared to be as friendly as 
formerly, but conference was difficult : he 
however found an opportunity to expreſs 
his aſtoniſhment at my ill-timed diſcovery, 
told me the prince knew nothing of the af- 
fair, and that the report propagated through 
the garriſon was, I had been ſurpriſed in 
making a new attempt. 

I now ſaw my error, but, alas! too late. 
1aflured my friend this ſtep had been oc- 
cafioned by my reliance on his promiſe. 
He lamented my miſtake, but affirmed 


bimſelf 


| 


s 
luimſelf till the ſame. My courage 
ſtrengthened, and I vowed © vengeance 
againſt rhe mean conduct of the ſub goyer- 
nor. | 

My dungeon was completed in about a 
week. The town major and major of the 
day re-conducted me to it. My foot only 
was chained to the wall, but with links 
twice as ſtrong as formerly; the rc- 
mainder of my irons were never after 
added. 

Inſtead of flooring, the dungeon was 
paved with huge flag ſtones. The priſon 
was made impenetrable. That part of my 
money on'y was faved which I had con- 
cealed in the pannels of the door, and the 
chimney of the ſtove; ſome thirty louis- 


d'ors hidden about my clothes were taken 


from me. | 


While the ſmith was rivetting my chains, 
I addreſſed myſelf to the ſub-governor : 
* Is this the conſequence of the pledged 
© honour of the Prince? Has the magna- 
“ nimity of my conduct deſerved ſuch 
treatment? But think not you deceive 
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me, I am acquainted with the falſe re- 
ports that have been ſpread ; the truth 
will ſoon come to light, and the un- 
worthy be put to ſhame. Nay, I now 
*« forewarn you that Trenck ſhall not be 
«« much longer in your power; for, were 
you to build your dungeon of fteel, 
it would {tilt be inſufficient to contain 
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They ſmiled at my threats. Reichmann, 
however, deſired me to take courage, and ſaid 
I might, probably, ſoon obtain my freedom 
after a proper manner. My firm reliance 
on.my friend, the lieutenant, gave me, in- 
ſtead of appearing ſunken and deſpond- 
ent, a degree of confidence that amazed 
C 

It is here neceſſary farther to explain this 


affair, When I had obtained my liberty, 


I viſited Prince Ferdinand, at Brunſwick. . 
He informed me the majors had not made 
a true report, being afraid of reprimand 
for their, own careleſſneſs. Their ſtory 
was, they had caught me at work, and had 
it not been for their extreme diligence, 1 
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ſhould certainly have made my eſcape. 
Prince Ferdinand heard the truth ſome 
time after, and informed the King, who, 
from that time, only waited a favourable 
opportunity to reſtore me to liberty. | 
Such is the way of the world ! Such the 
manner in which the moſt generous, the 
moſt noble acts are often painted! J was, 
in this caſe, the filly ſacrifice of my own 
vanity, Thoſe who guarded me were a- 
ſhamed of their neglect, and, to avoid re- 
primand, which would not effectually have 
injured any of them, was I again led tomy 
flaughter-houſe. Such has been the iſſue 
through my whole life, of many noble un- 
dertakings ; where others have taken ad- 
vantage of my too great openneſs of heart, 
and procured reward to themſelves by my 
labours. | 
Once more was I immured, curſing in 
my heart the cruelties of kings and gover- 
nors : this time, however, they were inno- 
cent, becauſe deceived. 
I waited in anxious hope for the day 
when my deliverer was to mount guard. 
D 5 What 
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( 538 ) 
What again was my deſpair, when, inſtead 
of him, I ſaw another lieutenant ! I buoyed 
myſelf up with the expeQation, that ac- 


cident was the occaſion of this, but I re- 


mained three weeks in the ſame ſuſpenſe, 
and ſaw him no more. Aſk I durſt not, 
but I heard at length that he had left the 
corps of grenadiers, and, therefore, was 
no longer to mount guard at the Star-Fort. 
Whether he was afraid, and repented his 
engagement, or whether the hundred du- 
cats had procured him better proſpects, I 
neither knew nor ever wiſh toknow. Should 
he ever read this book, and ſhould he real- 
ly have deceived me, let him alſo read that 
he has my hearty forgiveneſs, and that I 
applaud myſelf for never having ſaid any 
thing by which he might be injured. 
Others, perhaps, being thus deſerted by 
him in misfortune, after ſo many proteſta- 
tions, and condeſcending to receive money» 
would have been more revengeful. He 
might, having paid his debts, repent his 
promiſe ; he might have truſted another 


friend with the enterpriſe, and have been 
himſelf 
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himſe}f betrayed . but be it as it may, his 
abſence cut off all hope. * 

I bitterly now repented my folly and un- 
timely vanity : melancholy ſeized my mind; 
1 had brought my misfortunes on myſelt. 
When I had removed every impediment,” 
the confidence I placed in the honour of 
man, again plunged me near fix months 
longer in affliction, doubled by deſpair. L 
had myſelf rendered my dungeon impene- 
trable. Death would have followed but 
for the dependence I placed in the court 
of Vienna. 

The officers ſoon remarked the loſs of 
my accuſtomed fortitude, and gloomy 
thoughtfulnets. I was leſs induſtrious on 
my cups; the verſes | wrote were deſpond- 
ing. The only comfort they could give 
was, “Patience, dear Trenck ; your con- 
dition cannot be worſe ; the King may 
* not live for ever.” Small conſolation 
this. Were I ſick, they told me I then 
might hope my ſufferings would ſoon have 
an end, If I recovered, they pitied me, 


and 
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and lamented their continuance, What 
man of my rank and expectations ever en- 
dured what I have endured, ever was treat- 
ed as I have been treated! _ At 
Peace had been concluded nine months. 
1 was forgotten. At laſt, however, when 
J ſuppoſed all hope loſt, the 24th of De- 
cember, and the day of freedom came! At 
che hour of parade Count Schlieben, lieu- 
tenant of the guards, arrived, and brought 
orders for my releaſe ! 

The ſub-governor ſuppoſed me weaker 
in intellect than I really was, and would 
not too ſuddenly tell me theſe happy tid- 
ings. He knew not the preſence of mind, 
the fortitude, which the various dangers { 
had ſeen had made habitual. Self-praiſe 
offends ; yet never was | too much elated 
in proſperity, or depreſſed in adverſity ; 
never timid or undetermined in the moment 
of danger ; and for the truth of this, 1 ap- 
peal to all who have known me perſona]- 
ly, or been acquainted with thoſe who have 
ſeen me in ſuch fituations. 
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F 


Ny doors, for the LasT TIME, reſound- 


ed! Several people entered; their eounte- 
nances were more than uſually cheerful, 


and the ſub-governor at their head, at 


length ſaid, *© This time, my dear Trenck, 


] am the joyful meſſenger of good news. 
e Prince Ferdinand has prevailed on the 


King to let your irons be taken off,” —— 
Accordingly to work went the ſmith * 


„ You ſhall alſo,“ continued he,“ have 


6 a better apartment“ “ Jam free then,“ 
ſaid I, “ and you are afraid to tell me ſo 
too ſuddenly. Speak! fear not! I can 
moderate my tranſports.” — 

«© Then you are free!“ was the reply. 


The ſub-governor fiiſt embraced me, and 


afterwards his attendants, 
He aſked me what clothes I would wiſh. 


] anſwered, the uniform of my regiment. 


'The taylor attended and took meaſure, 
Reichmann told him it muſt be made by 


the morning. The man excuſed himſelf be- 


cauſe it was Chriſtmas eve.—*<*< ſo then this 
** gentleman mult remain in his dungeon, 


«©: becauſe it is holiday with you. The 
taylor 
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taylor was anſwered, and promiſed to be 
ready. 

- The ſmith having ended his work, I was 
taken to the guard- room: congratulations. 
were univerſal, and the town-major- admi- 
niſtered the oath cuſtomary to all ſtate pri- 
ſoners. 

1ſt. That I ſhould avenge _—_ on no. 
man. 

2dly. That I ſhould neither enter the 
Pruſſian nor Saxon ſtates. 

3dly. That I ſhould never relate, by 
ſpeech, or in writing, what had happened: 
to me. 

4thly. And that, ſo long as the kinglived, 
1 ſhould neither ſerve in a civil nor military 
Capacity. 

Count Schheben ese me a letter 
from the imperial miniſter, General Reidt, 
in Berlin, to the following purport: That 
he was heartily rejoiced at having found an 
opportunity of obtaining my liberty from 
the king; and that J mult cheerfully obey 
the requiſitions of Count Schlieben, whoſe 
orders were to accompany me to Prague, 


Les, 
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„„ Yes, dear Trenck,” ſaid Schlieben, 
I am to conduct you in a covered wag- 
„ gon through Dreſden to Prague, with 
* orders not to ſuffer you to ſpeak to any 
& one on the road. I have received three 
c hundred ducats from General Reidt, to 
« defray the expence of travelling. A wag- 
„gon muſt be purchaſed ; but, as ali 
things cannot be prepared ay, the 
* ſub-governor has determined we ſhall 
« depart to-morrow night.” 

Having joyful y acquieſced, Count Schlie- 
ben remained with me; the others, after 
a ſhort converſation, returned to the town, 
and I dined in company with the major of 
the day and the officers on guard, with 
General Walrabe in his priſon. Here this 
gentleman died in 1774, having. remained 
at Magdeburg eight and twenty years. 
His confinement, however, was both de- 
{erved, and rendered ſupportable. 

Once more at liberty, I walked about 
the fortifications, to accuſtom myſelf to 
light and air, and collected the money I 
had concealedinmy dungeon, whichamount- 
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ed to about ſeventy ducats. To every man 
on guard I gave a ducat, to the centinels 
then on duty over me each three, and ten 
ducats to be divided among the relief. guard. 
I ſent the officer on guard, a preſent from 
Prague, and the remainder of my money I 
beſtowed on the widow of the kind, the 
honeſt, the worthy Gefhardt. He, poor 
fellow, was no more, and ſhe had entruſt. 
ed the ſecret of the thouſand florins to a 
young ſoldier, who, ſpending too treely, 
was ſuſpected, betrayed. her, and ſhe paſ- 
ſed two years in the houſe of correction. 
Gefhardt never received any puniſhment ; 
he was in the field. Had he left any child- 
ren, I ſhould, in duty have provided for 
them. To the widow of the man who hung 
himſelf before my priſon door, in the year 
1756, I gave thirty ducats, lent me by 
Schlieben. 

The night was riotous, the guard made 
merry, and [ paſſed moſt of it in their com- 
pany. I was viſited by all the generals of 
the garriſon on Chriſtmas morning, for I 
was not allowed to enter the town, Boots, 

uni- 
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uniform, all were ready by noon. I was 
dreſſed, viewed myſelf in the glaſs, and 
found pleaſure; but the tumult of my own 


/ paſſions, the congratulations I received, 


and the vivacity of cvery thing round me, 
prevented my remembering incidents mi- 
nutely. 

How much room for reflection did this 
ſcene afford! My intrinſic worth then, and 
twenty-four hours before, when in priſon, 
was the ſame ; yet, how wonderful an al- 
teration in the carriage and countenance 
of thoſe by whom 1 had been ſo ſtrictly 
guarded ! I was treated with friendſhip, 
diſtinction, attention, and flattery. And 
why ? Becaule thoſe fetters had dropt off 
which 1 had never juſtly borne, Oh 
World! what art thou? What, indeed, in 
deſpotic ſtates! What is merit, what vir- 
tue, where arbitrary power diſpoſes of the 
fate of men. 

Evening came, and with it Count Schlie- 
ben, a waggon, and four poſt-horſes. Af— 
ter a very affecting farewell, we departed. 
Who could have perſuaded me I ſhuuld 
have 
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have thed tears at leaving Magdeburg Yet 
tears I atually did ſhed. Ir ſeems equal. y 
itrange that 1] lived here ten years, = ne- 
ver law the town. 

I ſhall not weary the reader's RAT Fl 
with the trivial incidents of our journey. 
The exact duration of my impriſonment at 
Magdeburg, was nine years, five months,and 
tome days; add to theſe the ſeventeen months 
impriſonment at Glatz, and the amount 
is eleven years. Thus did the prime of 
life, the brighteſt hours in the day of man, 
paſs in impriſonment. Thus was I robbed 
of time, which monarchs have not the 
power to reſtore ; thus, too, was my body 
weakened, thus my health impaired, ſo 
that now in my decline of life, a ſecond 
time, I ſuffer in the gloom, the damp, 
and the chains of the dungeon of Magde- 
burg. | 
The reader would now hope having ob- 
tained my freedom, that my calamities 
were all at an end; yet do I declare, upon 
my honour, I would prefer the ſufferings of 
the Star-Fort, to thoſe I have fince endured 
in 
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in Auftria, eſpecially the laſt fix years, 
while Kurgel and Zetto were my refer- 
endaries and curators. 

It my bappen that I may publiſh a third 
volume *, in which I may more openly and 
fully relate the misfortunes of two and twen- 
ty years, particularly the laſt ſix ſpent at 
Vienna. At this moment, I am obliged 
to be guarded in my expreſſions. I have 
already put my enemies to ſhame, but the 
hope of juſtice or reward on this ſide 
the grave, is vain, No rewards are beſtow- 
cd on him, who, with all the conſciouſneſs 
of integrity, demands, and does not im- 
plore. The facts I ſhall relate, will in- 
deed ſeem improbable, nay incredible, yet 
have I, in my own hands, the indiſputable | 
vouchers of their verity. I repeat the 
words of my preface : „ 


* This third volume the Baron has publiſhed. It is 
the third volume of the preſent tranſlation ; but it is 
neceſſary to preſerve this, and ſimilar paſſages, becauſe 
they contain circumſtances by which ſuſpenſe is kept 


alive. 


« If 
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to its truth, I proceed with my hiſtory. 


Count Schlieben, ſafely at Prague, and the 
lame day he delivered me to the then go- 
vernor, the duke of Deuxponts. He re- 


(„ 1 
ce If my k right hand is guilty of writing | 
untruths in this book, may the com- 
mon executioner ſever it from my body, 
and, in the memory of poſterity, may [ 
live a villain !” 

Having thus called the reader's attention 


On the 2d of January, I arrived, with 


ceived me with kindneſs and diſtinction; 
we dined with him two ſucceſſive days, and 
all Prague was anxious to ſee a man who 
had ſurmounted ten years of ſuffering ſo 
unheard- of as mine. Here I received three 
thouſand florins, and paid General Reidt 


his three hundred ducats, which he had 
advanced Count Schlieben for the ex- 
pences of my journey, the repayment of 
which he demanded in his letter, although 
he had already received ten thouſand flo- 
rins. The expence of returning I alſo paid 
to Schlieben, made him a preſent, and 
provided myſelf with ſome neceſſaries. At- 


der 


eh. 

ter remaining a few days at Prague, a cour- 
rier arrived from Vienna, to whom, it is 
moſt worthy of remark, I was obliged to 
pay forty florins, with an order from go- 
vernment to bring me, under a ſtrong guard, 
from Prague to Vienna. My ſword was 
demanded ; Captain Count Wela, and 
two inferior officers, entered the carriage, 
which I was obliged to purchaſe, in com- 
pany with me, and brought me to Vienna. 
I took up a thouſand florins more in Prague, 
to defray theſe expences, and was obliged 
in Vienna, to pay the captain fifty ducats, 
for travelling charges back. 

At treatment like this what were the ſen- 
fations of my ſoul ! 1 ought to have re-en- 
tered Vienna in triumph, like the martyr 
of his country, haſtening to receive his re- 
ward ; I, on the contrary, was brought 


as . . + | a 14 
back like a criminal, was ſent as as a pri- 


ſoner to the barracks, there kept in the 


chamber of lieutenant Blonket, with orders 


that I ſhould be ſuffered to write to no one, 
ſpeak to no one, without a ticket, from the 
conſellors Kempf or Huttner. Theſèe good 
gentle- 


— 


| 
| 
| 
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gentlemen, during my impriſonment, had 
been the adminiſtrators of my effects! 
Thus I remained fix weeks: at length, 


the Colonel of the regiment of Poniatow- 


ſky, the preſent field- marſhal, Count Ac- 
ton, ſpoke to me. I related what I ſup- 

poſed were the reaſons of my. being thus 
kept a priſoner in Vienna; and to the ex- 
ertions of this worthy man am [I indebted, 
that the abominable intentions of my ene- 
mies were fruſtrated, which were to have 
me impriſoned during life, as inſane, in 
the fortreſs of Glatz. Had they once re- 
moved me from Vienna, all had been loſt, 
and I ſhould certainly have pined away the 
poor remainder of my life, in a madhoule, 
Yet, when at liberty, could I never obtain 
juſtice againſt theſe men! By their means was 
the Empreſs perſuaded that my brain was 
affected, and that I continually uttered the 
moſt violent threats againſt the King of 
Pruſſia. The election of a king of the Ro- 
mans was then in agitation, and the court 
was apprehenſive leſt I, with a rafh deſire 
of vengeance, ſhould. a ſomething, that 
might 


B 
might offend the Pruſſian envoy. General 
Reidt had, moreover, been obliged to pro- 
miſe Frederic that I ſhould not be ſuffered 
to appear in Vienna, and that they ſhould 
hold a moſt wary eye over me. The Em- 


preſs Queen felt compaſſion for my ſuppoſed 
diſeaſe, and aſked if no aſſiſtance could be 


afforded me; to which they anſwered, I 
had ſeveral times been let blood, but that 
I ſtill remained a very dangerous man. 
They added, that I ſquandered my money 

{trangely, having taken up, and diſperſed, 
four thouſand florins in fix days, at Prague; 
that it would, therefore, be proper to ap- 
point curators or guardians, to impede ſuch 
extravagances. Thus do the wicked utter 
their falſehoods! Thus do they cloud and 
obſcure the throne, making truth invi- 
ſible, @& 

CountAlton, however, ſpoke of me and my 
hard deſtiny, to the Counteſs Paar, miſtreſs of 
the ceremonies to the Empreſs Queen, a 
noble-minded iady. The late Emperor en- 
tered the chamber, while I was the ſubje& of 
diſcourſe, and aſked whether I had never 

had 
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had any lucid intervals. May it pleaſe 
© your majeſty,” auſwered Alton,“ he has 
% now been ſeven weeks in cuſtody at 
© my barracks, and I never in my life met 
* a more reaſonable, or more agreeable 
© man. There muſt be ſomething myſte- 
« rious in this affair, or he could not be 
treated as a madman, or ſo repreſented 
at court. That he is not ſo in any-wiſe, 
pledge my honour.” 

The next day, the Emperor ſent Count 
Thurn, grand maſter of the Arch-Duke 
Leopold, to ſpeak to me. In him I found 
a worthy man, an enlightened philoſopher, 
and a lover of his country. To him I] re- 
lated how I had twice been betrayed, 
twice ſold at Vienna, during my impriſon- 
ment; to him demonſtrated that my admi- 
niſtrators had only acted in this vile man- 
ner that | might be impriſoned for life, and 
they remain undiſturbed in poſſeſſion of 
my effects. We converled together two 
hours, during which many things were ſaid, 
that prudence will not permit me here to re- 
pear. I gained his confidence and his heart, 1 

and 
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and he continued my friend till death. He 
left me, promiſed protection, returned the 
following day, and procured me an audi- 
ence of the Emperor. 

I ſpoke with freedom; the audience 
laſted more than an hour. At length the 
Emperor was ſo moved that he roſe from 
his ſeat, and retired into the next apart- 
ment ; I ſaw the tears drop from his eyes. 
With ſympathetic enthuſiaſm J fell at his 
feet, embraced his knees, and wiſhed for 
the preſence of a Rubens, or Apelles, to 
preſerve a ſcene ſo highly honourable to 
the memory of the monarch, and paint the 
ſenſations of an innocent man, imploring 
the protection of a great, a juſt, and a com- 
paſſionate prince. I felt myſelf unequal todo 
his memory that juſtice it deſerves. Words 
had none, but my looks, my tears, were 
indeed eloquent, ——The Emperor tore 
himſelf from me, and I departed with 
ſenſations ſuch as only thoſe can know 
who, themſelves being virtuous, unfortu- 
nately, met with vile and wicked men. 
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The ill-judging world has called the Em- 
peror'F rancis a weak Prince. To me he 
ſeems ſuperior to Cæſar, or Frederic _.the 
Great. That he had a noble mind, what 
I have cited 1s an irrefragable proof ; and 
had not death robbed me of his protection, 
then, when he found me worthy, I ſhould 
long ſince have regained the Hungarian 
eſtates I have now for ever loſt. 

returned to my barracks in all the rap- 
tures of joy, and an order, the next day, 
came for my releaſe. I went, with Count 
Alton, to the Counteſs Paar, who deſired 
to ſee me, and, by her mediation, I obtain- 
ed an audience of the Empreſs. 

I cannot deſcribe the kindneſs of the ſo- 
vereign ; how much ſhe pitied my ſuffer- 
ings, how much ſhe admired my fortitude. 
I had not opportunity to ſpeak a word; 
her profeſſions of pity preventing my ſtating 
the juſtneſs of my caſe. She told me ſhe 
was informed of all the vile artifices practiſ- 
ed againſt me in Vienna : ſhe nevertheleſs 
required I ſhould mention no palt griey- 
ances, ſhuuld forgive all my enemies, 


avoid 
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avoid all retroſpect, and paſs all the accounts 
of my adminiſtrators. —Iwould have ſpoken ; 
* do not complain of any thing,” ſaid 
ſhe, but act as | defire—l know all—you 
«© ſhall be recompenſed by me; you de- 
wy ſerve reward and repoſe, and theſe you 
e ſhall enjoy.” What could I do?—1 muſt 
either ſign whatever was given me to fign, 
or be ſent to a madhouſe. I received or- 
ders to accompany M.' Piftrich to Counſel- 
lor Ziegler: thither I] went, and the next 
day was obliged to fign, in their preſence, 
the following: conditions : 

Firſt That I acknowledged the will of 
Trenck to be valid. 

decondly that I renounced all claim to 
the Eclavonian eſtates, relying alone on 
her Majeſty's favour. 

' Thirdly— Thar I folemnly acquitted my 

accountants and curators: And, 

Laſtly—Thar 5 would not continue in 
Vienna, ” 

What more could have been aſked of 
me, had I, inſtead of reward, deſerved 
puniſhment ? 


* 2 This 
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This I muſt fign, or languiſh in a pri- 
ſon. If ſuch be not arbitrary power, what 
185 

Thus was I dealt with! The Empress 
was prevented acting greatly and nobly.— 
It is an eternal truth, that this my miſtreat- 
ment was occaſioned by my refuſing to hear 
maſs; and that the poſſeſſors of my e:- 
tates were under the protection of the 
Jeſuits *. 

What did I feel! How did my blood 
hoil while I ſigned! The confidence I had 
in myſelf aſſured me I could obtain honour- 
able employment in any country of Europe 
by the exertion of my talents, the labours 
of my mind, and the faithful recital of all 
my woes. At that time I had no children; 
I therefore, little regretted what I had loſt, 
or the poor portion that remained. 

Juſtly diffatisfied, I determined to avoid 
Auſtria eternally. My honeſt pride would 
never ſuffer me, by clandeſtine and infidious 
arts, to approach the throne, I knew no 


*The confeſſor of the Empreſs was a Jeſuit. T: - 
fuch 
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ſuch mode of ſoliciting for juſtice; hence 
was I an unequal match for my enemies ; 
hence my ills, hence my misfortunes. Com- 
plaints and appeals to juſtice, were artful- 
ly repreſented as the ſp'enetic effuſions of 
a man never to be ſatisfied, By courts of 
juſtice I had been plundered ; appeals to 
them were, therefore, vain indeed. 

My too ſenfible heart was preyed upon 
and corroded by the treatment I met at 
Vienna. I, who with fo much fortitude, 
ſuch unſhaken honour, had ſuffered fo 
much in the cauſe of Vienna; I, on whom 
the eyes of all Germany were at this time 
fixed, to behold what ſhould be the reward 
of theſe ſufferings; I, far from being re- 
warded, was again, in this country, kept a 
priſoner, and delivered over to thoſe by 
whom I had been plundered, as a man in- 
ſane ! 45 . 

Before my intended departure to ſeek 
my fortune, I fell ill, and ſickneſs almoſt 
brought me to the grave. The Empreſs, 
hearing of my condition, in her great cle- 
mency, ſent one of her own phyſicians, and 


„ a cha- 
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charitable friar ta my aſſiſtance ; both of 


whom I was at laſt obliged to pay. My own 
doctor would have reſtored me much cheaper. 


This was to be favoured, to be diſtinguiſhed ! 


At this time I received, unſolicited, a 
major's commiſſion, for which I was obliged 
to pay the fees. Being excluded from ac- 
tual ſervice, to me the title was of little va- 
lue: my rank in the army had been at leaſt 
equal ten years before in other ſervice. The 
following words, inſerted in mY commiſſion, 
are not unworthy remark : --- Her Ma- 
«© jeſty, in conſequence of my fidelity. and 
c zeal for her ſervice, ſo conſpicuouſly de- 
«© monſtrated during a long impriſonment, 
© my extraordinary endowments, and ex- 
« emplary virtues, had been graciouſly 
«© pleaſed to grant me, in the Imperial ſer- 
* vice, the rank of major.”---The rank of 
major !--- From this preamble, who would 
not have expected either the rank of gene- 
ral, or the reſtoration of my great Sclavo- 
nian eſtates? J had been fifteen years a 
captain of cavalry, and now was I moſl gra- 
ciouſly made an invalid major ! --- was 

made 


„ 
made an invalid major three- and- twenty 
years ago, and an invalid major I ſtill re- 
main! Let all that has been related be 
called to mind, the- ſhameful manner in 


which I had been pillaged, and ſo repeat- 


edly betrayed ; let Vienna, Dantzic, and 
Magdeburg be remembered ; and, at the 
ſame time, be this my promotion reinem- 
bered alſo ! Let it be farther known, thar 
the commiſſion of major might be boughr, 
by any boy, for a few thouſand florins! 
Thirty thouſand florins only, of the money I 
had been robbed of, would have purchaſed 
a colonel's commiſſion ; I ſhould then have 
been a companion for generals ; enabled by 
my pay, I then might have educated chil- 
dren for the good of the ſtate, and my pro- 
motion would have placed me beyond the 
perſecutions and peculations of my enemies 
It was the intereſt of theſe I ſhould be 
uſeleſs; and therefore I was made an inva- 
lid. During the thirty-ſix years that I have 
been 1n the ſervice of Auſtria, I never had 
any man of rank, any great general, any 
miniſter, any preſident, my enemy, except 
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eount Graflalkownz, and he was only my 
enemy becauſe he had conceived a friend- 
ſhip for my eſtates. 

My private character was never calumni- 
ated, nor did any truly worthy man ever 
{peak of me but with reſpe& and compaſſion. 
Who were, who are, my enemies ?--- Jeſuits» 
monks, unprincipled advocates, wiſhing to 
become my curators; referendaries, who 
died deſpicable, or now live in houſes of 
correction; or accountants, who purchaſed 
protectors, to avoid dying by the hands of 
the hangman. Such as live, live in dread 
of a fimilar end; for the Emperor Joſeph is 
juſt, and able to diſcover the truth. Alas 
the truth is diſcovered too late; age has 
now really rendered me an invalid. Men 
with hearts ſo baſe, ſo vile, ought indeed to 
become the ſcavengers of ſociety, that, ter- 
rified by their example, ſucceeding judges: 
may not rack the heart of the honeſt man, 
ſeize on the poſſeſſions of the orphan and 
the widow, and wholly expel virtue out of 
Auſtria. | 

God for ever preſerve all good men, at- 

ter 
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ter me, from ſuch judges ! Men of this cha- 
raAer never fail to have friends at court, 
worthy of themſelves. Some maid of 
honour's chamber-maid, ſome fire- lighter, 

ſome menial perſon, with minds well befit- 

ting their ſtation, who ſhall have the cun- 

ning, at proper opportunities, to ſay, as- 
they did of me; Trenck is a diffatisfied, 

C reſtleſs man; complains of every thing; 

6 ſpeaks evil of princes; is ſtill more than. 
ce half a Pruſſian in his heart; denies that. 
* the Auſtrian Ulans are capable of killing 
« and eating the whole Pruſſian army!“ 
My ſpirits are wearied ; my heart finks at 

the remembrance. 

I recovered, ſought an audience, but this 
was no more to be obtained. I attended the 
levee of Prince Kaunitz. Not perſonally. 
known to him, he, on his pinnacle of power, 
viewed i in me a crawling inſet among the 
warm beneath. 1 thought ſomewhat more- 
proudly ; thought myſelf a man: my actions 
were upright, and ſo ſhould my body be. 
1 quitted the apartment, and at the door: 
Was congratulated, by the mercenary. Swiſs- 
E 5 porter, 
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porter, on my good fortune of having ob- 
tained an audience | Ang: 
|. I applied to the field- marſhal, from whom 
| | I received this remarkable anſwer: --- If 
«« you cannot purchaſe, my dear Trenck, 
it will be impoſſible to admit you into 
& actual ſervice; beſide, you. are too old 
to learn our very difficult manceuvres.” 
'F I was then thirty- ſeven. I briefly replied, 
Jour excellence miſtakes my character; 
6 did not come to Vienna to ſerve as an 
« invalid major. My curators have taken 
6 good care I ſhould have no money to 
© purchafe; but, had I millions, I would 
«© never obtain rank in the army by that 
«© mode.” I quitted the room with a fhrug. 
---The next day I addrefled a memorial to 
the Empreſs, which, had I room, might 
here deſerve to be wholly inſerted. I did 
not re-demand my Sclavonian eftates, I only 
petitioned. 
Firſt, --- That thofe who had carried off 
3 quintals of ſilver and gold from the pre- 


miſes, and had rendered no account, either 
| o 


* 
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to me or the treafury, ſhould be obliged to 
refund at leaſt a part. 

Secondly,--- That they ſhould be obliged 
to return the thirty-ſix thouſand florins, 
which had been 1llegally ſequeſtered from 
my family inheritance, and 1 to an 
hoſpital. | 

Thirdly, --- | That the thirty-ſix hooked 
florins might be re- paid, which count Graſ- 
ſalkowitz had deducted from the allodial 
eſtates, for three thouſand ſix hundred pan- 
dours, who had fallen in the fervice of the 
Empreſs : I not being in juſtice bound to 
pay for the lives of men out of my private 
purſe, who had died gloriouily in defence 
of the Empreſs. 

Fourthly,---I required that fiſteen thou- 
ſand florins, which had been deducted from 
my capital, and apphed co. the Bohemian 
fortifications, ſhould: likewife be reſtored, 
together with the fifteen thouſand which 
had been unduely paid to che regiment of 
Trenck. 

Fifthly, -- reclaimed the tweire thou- 
fand florins, which I had been robbed of at 
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Dantzic, by the treachery of the Imperia} 
reſident, Abramſon ; and public ſatisfaction 
from the magiſtracy of Dantzic, who had 
delivered me up, ſo contrary to the laws of 
nations, to the Pruſhan power. 
Theſe articles, and others, contained in 
the memorial, were indiſputable claims, 
| not being included in the renunciation I 
i had, ſome weeks before, been obliged to 

4 ſign. | 
I likewiſe claimed the cuſtomary intereſt 
of ſix per cent. for the capital of ſeventy- ſix 
1 thouſand florins, detained by the Hungarian 
„ chamber, which would amount to twenty 
thouſand florins; I having been allowed 

1 only five per cent. and at laſt four, 

it I more particularly inſiſted on the reſto- 
Il ration of my Sclavonian eſtates, and a pro- 
i per allowance for improvements, which the 
| very ſentence of the court had granted, and 
i which amounted to eighty thouſand florins. 
I entreated ! I petitioned for an arbitra- 
tor; I humbly ſolicited juſtice concerning 
incontrovertible rights, but nothing I ob- 
| 3 tained, 
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tained, not ſo much as an anſwer to this and 
a hundred other fimilar petitions ! 

I muſt here ſpeak of my accountants, 
and of tranſactions during my impriſon- 
ment.—I had bought a houſe in Vienna, in 
the year 1750, ſituated in the Teinfaltſtrafſe; 
the price was fixteen thouſand florins, thir- 
teen thouſand of which I had paid at differ- 
ent inſtalments. The receipts were among 
my writings : theſe writings, together with 
my other effects, were taken from me at 
Dantzic, in the year 1754. The colonel. 
and quarter-maſter, and all perſons of the 
regiment, of whom I might require any ac- 
count, were dead in the interim, nor have 
I, to this hour, been able to learn more 
than that my writings were ſent to the ad- 
miniſtrators of my affairs at Vienna. With 
reſpect to my horſes, effects, and property 
at Dantzic, in what manner theſe were diſ- 
poſed of no one could or would ſay. 

After being releaſed from my dungeon 
at Magdeburg, I inquired concerning my 
houſe, but no longer found it mine. Thoſe 
who had gotten poſſeſſion of my writings 

muſt 
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muſt have reſtored the acquittances to the 
ſeller, conſequently, he could re- demand 
the whole ſum. My houſe, however, was 
in other hands, and I was brought in debtor 
ſix thouſand florins, for intereſt and coſts 
of ſuit. Thus were houfe and money for— 
ever gone, beyond redemption ! — Whom 
can I accule ? 

A gain. -I had two years maintained, at 
my own expence, lieutenant Schroeder, 
who had deferted from Glatz, and for whom 
L afterward obtained a captain's commiſſion 
in the guard of prince Eſterhazy, at Eiſen- 
ſtadt. His own miſconduct cauſed him to 
be caſhiered and become a beggar. In my 
adminiſtrators? accounts | found the follow- 
ing article : | 

«© To captain Schroeder, for capital in- 
cc tereſt, and coſts of ſuit, ſixteen hundred: 
4 florins.“ 

It was certain, I was not a penny indebt- 
ed to this perſon: I however had no redreſs, 
having been, as before related, obliged to 
paſs and ſign all their accounts. 

1 four years afterward obtained informa- 
FITS tion. 


E 

tion concerning this affair: I met Schroe- 
der, by accident, as he was aſking alms 
near St. Stephen's; knew him, took him 
home with me, and inquired whether he 
had actually received theſe ſixteen hundred 
florins. He anfwered in the affirmative. 
© No one believed you would ever more 
* have ſeen the light. I knew you had a 
« friendſhip for me, and would willingly 
«© ſerve me, and, all being loſt to you, that 
e you would give ſomething to relieve my 
c extreme neceſſities. I went and fpoke 
« to Dr. Berger; he agreed we ſhould halve 
e the ſum, and his contrivance was, I 
«© ſhould make oath I had lent you a thou- 
„ ſand florins, without having received 
„ your note. The money was paid me by 
« M. Frauenberger, to whom I agreed to 
« ſend a preſent of Fokay; for Madan 

% Huttner.“ 
Oh! Excellent! This was the manner in 
which my curators took care of my proper 
ty! Many ſimilar inſtances I could produce, 
but I am too much agitated by the recollec- 
tion. I muſt, however, ſpeak a word con- 
cerning who and what my curators were. 
The 
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The court counſellor, Kempf, was my 
adminiſtrator, and counſellor Huttner my 
referendary. The ſubſtitute of Kempf was 
F rauenberger, who, being obliged to att 
as a commiſſary clerk. at Prague, during 
the war, could not attend to affairs at Vi- 
enna, but appointed one Krebs as a ſub- f 
ſubſtitute : whether M. Krebs had alſo a | 
ſub-ſub-ſubſtitute, is more than I am able ta | 
ſay. | 

Doctor Bertracker was Fidei commiſſcura- 
tor, though there was no legal Fidei com- 
miſſum exiſting. Doctor Berger, as Fidei 
commiſs- advocate, was ſuperintendent over 
them all, and, to them all, ſalaries were to 
be paid. 
Let us now ſee what was the weighty bu- 
fineſs this noble company had to tranſact. 
I bad feventy-ſix thouſand florins in the 
Hungarian chamber, the intereſt of which 
was yearly to be received, and added to the 
capital: this was their whole employment, 1 
and this was certainly ſo trifling that any 4 
honeſt man would have performed it gratis. $ 
Kempf, 
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Kept, having luckily got a fat capon, 
wiſhed to pluck it in company with his old 
croney ; he therefore gave him an office. 
The war made money ſcarce, and the diſ- 
counting of bills with my ducats was a pro- 
fitable trade to my curators. Had it been 
properly and honeſtly employed, I ſhould 
certainly have found my capital increaſed, 
after my ten years impriſonment, full ſixty 
thouſand florins. Inſtead of theſe, I re 
ceived three thouſand florins at Prague, and 
nothing more; and, in compenſation, found 
my capital diminiſhed ſeven thouſand flo- 
rins. | by 
Frauenberger and Berger died rich; and, 
the ſuperior being obliged to protect him 
whom he had employed as a deputy, 1 muſt 
be eternally confined as a madman, leſt this , 
worthy deputy ſhould have been proved a, 
rogue. This is the clue to the acquittal I 
was obliged to ſign, Madam K—— was, 
at that time, a lady of the bed-chamber at 
court : ſhe could approach the throne ; her 
chamber employments, indeed, procured 
her 
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her the keys of dcors that, to me, were 
eternally locked, 

Not ſatisfied with this, Kempf applied to 
the Empreſs, informed her they were, in- 
deed, acquitted, but not recompenſed; and 
that Frauenberger required four thouſand 
florins for remuneration. The Empreſs laid 
an interdict on the half of my income and 
penſion. Thus was I obliged to live in po- 
verty, thus baniſhed the Auſtrian domi- 
nions, where my ſeventy- ſix thouſand florins 
were reduced to ſixty- three, the intereſt of 
which I could only receive, and that bur- 
thened by the above interdict, the Fidei 
commiſſum, and adminiſtratorſhip. Of all 
theſe exactions, none fo nearly, ſo much 
affected me, as that of being obhged to 
preſent four thouſand florins to the man by 
whom my affairs had been thus admini- 
ſtered. 

The Empreſs, indeed, during my ſick- 
neſs, ordered, as an eſpecial favour, that 

«my captain's pay, during my ten years im- 
priſonment, ſhould be given me, amount- 

ing to eigbt thouſand florins; which pay 
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the allo, ſettled on me as a penſion. By. this. 
penſion, however, I never profited ; for, 
during twenty. three years, that and more 
was ſwallowed by Journies to Vienna, chi- 
canery of courtiers, agents, adyocates, and 
coſts of ſuit. Of the eight thouſand florins 
three were ſtalen during my illneſs; the 
court phyſician muſt be paid thrice as much 
as another, and what remained after my 
recovery was ſank | in the Preparations I 
made to ſeek my fortune elſewhere. I had, 
beſide,. eight thouſand florins to repay, 
which had been advanced by my friends 
while in my dungeon; four thouſand of 
which were ſent to general Riedt at Berlin. 

Thus have I been rendered ſo poor that. 
have never been able to repay my ſiſter's 
children the money their mother advanced, 
while my kind friends at Vienna, have digni- 
fied mewith the name of a diſcontented man. 

How far my captain's pay was matter of 
right, or matter of favour, let the world 
judg e, being told I went in the ſervice of 
Vienna to the city of Dantzic. Neither 


did this reſtitution of pay equal the ſum [ 
had 
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had ſent the Imperial miniſter to obtain my 
freedom. It has been afferted, the Empreſs 
delivered me from impriſonment. But no, 
I poſitively declare the contrary, I re- 
mained nine months in my dungeon after 
the articles were ſigned, vnthought of, and, 
when mentioned, by the Auſtrians, the 
King had twice rejected the propoſal of my 
being ſet free. The affair actually happen- 
ed as follows; according to the account I 
received from their royal highneſſes Prince 
Henry, Prince Ferdinand of Brunſwick, 
and, particularly from the miniſter, Count 
Hertzberg. General Riedt had received 
my ten thouſand florins full ſix months, and 
ſeemed to remember me, and my impri- 
ſonment no more. One gala day, how- 
ever, the king happened to be inan extra- 
ordinary good humour, and her Majeſty 
the Queen, the Princeſs Amelia, and the 
preſent monarch, ſaid to the imperial 
miniſter * This is a fit opportuni- 
& ty for you to ſpeak in behalf of Trenck.” 
He acordingly waited his time, did ſpeak, 
and the King replied, * Yes,” 


The 
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The joy of the whole company appeared 
fo great, that Frederic e Great was | of- 
fended! 
Other cireumſtances, which contributed 
to promote this affair, the reader will eaſily 


collect from my hiſtory. That there were 


perſons in Vienna who earneſtly deſired to 
detain me in priſon is indubitable, from 
their proceedings after my return, My 
friends at Berlin, my own exertions, and 
my money, were my delrverers. 

For ſome weeks after I firſt obtained my 
freedom, I was generally abfent in mind, 
and deep in thought. This was a habit I 
had acquired in prifon, and the objects of 


fight appeared but as the viflons of ſleep. 


often ſtopped in the ſtreets, ſtared around 
me, doubted my own exiftence, and' bit 
my finger, in order to convince myſelf 
I was really awake and alive. 

How trifling, how infignificant, does 
the poor pageantry of greatneſs appear to 
me at this time! A thouſand people, vari- 
ouſly bedecked in all their finery, wait ex- 
pecting the appearance of ſome extraordi- 
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nary. .perſonage !. The, doors. are thrown 
| open! An elderly matron enters! graci- 
| | ouſly ſmiles; and every body moſt humbly 

| ſmiles alſo! She aſks a few queſtions, con- 
cerning the wind and weather, .of an old 
prieſt, in a red cap and ſtockings, then 
addrefles herſelf to an inſignificant Eſop, 
on whom all eagerly preſs forward to fawn! 
The good, lady retires, and the hubbub of 
the ſynagogue enſues ; and this is called a 
levee ! Nor to this ſublime honour my men 
of honeft hearts, the friends of virtue, or 


| 
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not the proper key, or, ue it, hold ir It 
in contempt. Oh man! What art thou 
when called great and. honourable : What 
are thy thoughts, what thy dreams! Doſt 
thou call thyſelf a man of reaſon, a philo- 
ſopher? What doſt thou then at courts ?— 

By me they have long been avoided. 
Walking round the ramparts of Vienna, 
having recovered from my ſicknels, the vi- 
vifying ſpring, and the broad expan'e of 
heaven, inſpired a conſciouſneſs of preſent 
freedom, and of pleaſure indeſcribable. 
I heard 
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T heard the morning ſong of the lark. My 
heart palpitated, my pulſe quickened, the 
blood trickled through my veins with de- 
light, for felt I was a man, and recollect- 
ed I was not in chains. Happen, ſaid J, 
what may, 1 fear not futurity fo long as my 
feet, my will, and my heart are free, and, 
like yonder lark, I can remove from land 
to land. My ſoul poured forth its thank- 
falneſs for this conſciouſneſs of freedom, 
and I determined to fly Vienna, and ſeek . 
ſome corner of the world where virtue has 
nothing to fear from the tongues of ſlander- 
ers, the commands of courts, or the arbi- 
trary will of monarchs, | 

If I went into any large companies, their 
prattle ſo diſtracted my mind, and the lights 
ſo overpowered my eyes, that I returned 
home with head- ach, laſſitude, and melan- 
choly. 

An accident happened which furthered 
my proſpect. Marſhal Laudohn was going 
to Aix la Chapelle, to take the waters. I 
had always perſonally honoured and Ld 
this general when he was no more than a 


captain 


—_———— 
> 


. 

4 

K 
4 3 

4 
= 
= * 
% 5 
M * 
þ- 1 
_ 
* , 
2 
„ 
— 4 
hd . 
4 1 
1 

2 . 

þ 
* 


13 
* 
2 


( 96 ) 

captain of pandours in my couſin's regi- 
ment, Fe went to take his leave of the 
Counteſs Paar; I was preſent, the Empreſs 
entered the chamber, and the converſation 
nge on Laudohn's journey, ſhe faid to 

«© The baths are alſo neceflary to the 
he 1 — of your health, Trenck.“ 
I was ready, and followed him in two 
days, where we remained about three 
mouths. 

Here we were fared at as ſtrange ani- 
mals. All the world wiſhed to fee him be- 
cauſe of his fame in war, and me becauſe 
of my ſufferings. The ſociety of this wor- 
thy general poured balm into my wounded 
ſoul. He was as well acquainted with Vi- 
enna as myfelf : his fortitude and magnani- 
mity had conquered his enemies. What he 
was he had made himſelf. 

The mode of lite at Aix la Chapelle and 
Spa pleaſed me, where men of all nations 
meet, and where princes are obliged to 
mingle with perfons of all ranks, if they 
wiſh to ſeek converſation, and would not 
renounce ſociety, One day here procured 

me 
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me more pleaſure, eſteem, and friendſhip, 
than a whole life in Vienna. 

I ſcarcely had remained here a month 
before my ever good friend, the Counteſs 
Paar, wrote to me that the Empreſs had 
provided for me, and would make my for- 
tane as ſoon as I ſhould return to Vienna. 
I endeavoured by my agents, to diſcover in 
what this good fortune conſiſted, but 1n- 
effectually. I hoped every thing from the 
Empreſs, who well knew my hard deſtiny. 
The death. of the Emperor Francis at In- 
ſpruck, occaſioned the return of General 
Laudohn, and I followed him on foot, to 
Vienna, | "of 

By means oÞthe Counteſs Paar, I obtain- 
ed an audience in a few. days. The Empreſs 
received me graciouſly, and ſaid to me, 
** I will prove to you, Trenck, that I keep 
* my word. TI have'infured your fortune; 
l will give you azich and prudent wife.“ 
I replied, © Moſt gracious Sovereign, 1 
cannot determine to marry, and if J 
could, my choice is already made, at 


Aix la Chapelle.“ How !. are you mar- 
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ried then?“ —““ Not yet, pleaſe your 
«© Majeſty.”—** Are you promiſed?“ 
© Ves, —““ Well, well, no matter for 


c that, I will take care of that affair; I am 


determined on marrying you to the rich 
% widow of M, and ſhe approves my 
© choice. She is a very good kind of a 
«© woman, and has fifty thouſand flo- 
e rins a year. You are in want of ſuch a 
«© wite.” 

I was thunder-ſ{track. This lovely bride 
was an old canting hypocrite, of ſixty-three, 
extremely covetous, and a termagant. I 
anſwered, ** I muſt frankly ſpeak truth to 
« your Majeſty ; I cannot conſent, did ſhe 
«© poſſeſs the treaſures of the whole earth, 
I ſeek happineſs, and not miſery. I 
& have made my choice, and given my 
c word of honour, which, as an honeſt 
% man, I muſt not break.” The angry: 
Empreſs regarded me with. contempt, 
and ſaid, Your unhappineſs is your own 
« work. AQ as you think proper; I have 
«© done.” Here my audience ended, and, 
thus diſmifled, LI bade an eternal adieu to 
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any hope of reward from Empreſſes and 
Kings. | | 
Had I been inclined to make my fortune, 
by marrying an old woman, I might 
long before, in 1750, have married one in 
Holland, worth three millions. This pro- 
poſal was to recompenſe me for the loſs of 
my Sclavonian eſtates, and all my other in- 
numerable afflictions. Beſide that com- 
pliance was impoſſible, I was beloved in 
Aix la Chapelle, where mutual affection, 
reaſon, beauty, worth, and an exalted 
mind, all promiſed future happineſs. 

I was not actually affianced at that time 
to my preſent wife, but love determined 
me to return, to improve an intimacy ſo far 
advanced. 

Marſhal Laudohn knew my miltreſs, and 
promoted the match. He was acquainted 
with my heart, and the warmth of my paſ- 
ſions, perceived [could not conquer the ſecret 
deſire of vengeance on men, by whom I 
had been ſo cruelly, fo wickedly treated. 
He, and my friend Profeſſor Gellert, 
whom [I viſited at Leipfic, both adviſed 
F 2 me 
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me to take this mode of calming paſſions, 
that often inſpired projects too vaſt, and 
that, ſeeking tranquillity, I ſhould fly the 
commerce of the great. | 
This friendly counſel was 5884 by 
my own wiſhes. I returned to Aix la Cha- 
pelle, in December 1765, and married the 
youngeſt daughter of the former Burgomaſ- 
ter De Broe. He was dead: he had lived 
on his own eſtate at Bruſſels, where my wife 
was born and educated. He had been call- 
ed to this honourable office, by the una- 
nimous voice of the citizens of Aix la Cha- 
pelle. He was the deſcendant of an an- 
cient and noble family, in the province of 
Artois; and ſome of his predeceſſors, who 
poſſeſſed eſtates near Aix la Chapelle, had, 
I know now not for wt ha reaſon, accepted 
the dignity of knights of the Roman Em- 
pire. My wife's mother was ſiſter to the 
Vice-Chancellor of Duſſeldorf, Baron Ro- 
bert, lord of Roland. 
It is not generally known at Vienna, that one 
of the two Burgomaſters of Aix- la- Chapelle 


muſt always be elected from a noble family, 
and 


1 
and the other from the citizens. My child. 
ren, therefore, can prove their deſcent to 


be noble, both by the male and female 
line. 


My wife has been with me in moſt parts 
of Europe, where ſhe has always been ef- 
teemed as ſhe deſerved. She then was 
young, handſome, worthy, and virtuous, 
has borne me eleven children, all of whom 
ſhe has nurſed herſelf ; eight of them are 
it11i living, and have been properly edu— 
cated, God grant I may be enabled ever 
to provide for her as ihe deſerves, and as 
is my duty. Two and twenty years has ſhe 
borne a part in all my ſufferings, and well. 
deſerves reward. 

During my late ſhort abode at Vi- 
enna, I made one effort more; I ſought an 
audience from the preſent Emperor Joſeph, 
related all that had happened to me, and 
particularly remarked ſuch defects as I had 
obſerved in the government and regulations- 
of the country. He gave me an attentive 
hearing, proved his deſire to increaſe the 
happineſs of his people, and commanded 
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me to commit my thoughts to writing. 
This I accordingly performed, ſtating with 
precifion, and unreſerve, the obſervations 
I had made on affairs, civil, military, and 
economical. 

Might I publiſh this writing, I am per- 
ſuaded it would do me no diſhonour - but, 
on the contrary, ſhew the monarch has, 
long ſince, profited by many of the unprove- 
ments therein ſuggeſted, My memorial 
was graciouſly received ; all 1 petitioned 
for was ſecrecy, having therein named ſe- 
veral perſons, who were again capable of 
making me wretched, I farther gave a 
more ample account of what had happened 
to me in various countries, and which pru- 
dence has occaſioned me to expreſs more 
cautiouſly and darkly in theſe pages. My 
memorial, though graciouſly received, pro- 
duced no effect, and 1 haſtened back to 
Aix la Chapelle. 

For ſome few years I lived here in peace; 
my houſe was the rendezvous of the firſt 
people, who came to take the waters. 76 
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began to be more known, and every where 
procured myſelf friends, among the very 
firſt and beſt people. 

I alſo viſited Profeſſor Gellert at Leipfi E. 
Mewed him my manuſcripts, and aſked his 
advice concerning what branche of literature 
he thought it was probable 1 might bett 
ſucceed in. He moſt approved my fables 
and tales, but blamed the exceflive tree - 
dom with which I ſpoke in my political 
writings. I negleted his advice, and 
many enſuing calamities were the conſe- 
quence. | 

My wife brought me a ſon in December 
1766, and I took this opportunity of writ- 
ing to the youthful monarch at Vienna. 
Though publiſhed in my writings, under 
the title of Belifarius to the Emperor Juſti- 
nian, I think it neceſſary to inſert what 
follows here. 

*© Your Majeſty is informed of my mar- 
riage. My wife has borne me a ſon, 
whom I have chriſtened Joſeph, The 
Imperial Chamberlain, Colonel and Ba- 
ron Rippenda, ſtood. ſponſor, by proxy, 
F 4. © for 
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for your Majeſty. This was done with- 
out firſt obtaining your Majeſty's con- 
ſent. I flattered myſelf your Majeſty 
would graciouſly be pleaſed thus far to 
honour me, knowing my loyalty, and 
my misfortunes. It is indeed my hope 
that my conduct will procure from your 
Majeſty a, more happy futurity. This 
{on I ſhall educate in the ſame loyal 
principles, and, rather than depart from 
them, be ſhall imbibe poiſon from his 
mother's breaſt, x 
Moſt gracious Emperor, while I live 
he will be provided for, but, at my 
death, then muſt he ſay to his fovereign, 
I am the fon and rightful heir of both 
the Trencks, whole lands and poſſeſſions 
have been ſeized by ſtrangers and aliens. 
I look up to you, gracious Sovereign, 
as a protecting Deity for my poor chil- 
dren, May your Majeſty participate 
my joy, and graciouſly welcome this 
new citizen of the world. May it alſo 
pleaſe you to inform me whether it be 
your gracious pleaſure I ſhould farther | 

«6 preſent } 
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c preſent my thoughts in writing, for your 
«© high inſpection. My enemies at Vien: 
* na daily. encreaſe in ſtrength ; but on 
« your ſovereign protection I rely; and; 
© whatever may be my fate, ſhail moſt 
e faithfully and eternally remain the loyal 
«« ſervant cf my Emperor and. my coun- 
«0» 


* TRENCK.” 


I have at preſent my reaſons for inſerting 
the following anſwer, which was written 
by the Emperor's own hand, and is ſtill in. 
my poſſeſſion. 


&® Dear Major Trench, 

I am well pleaſed that you have chriſ- 
* tened your ſon Joſeph, and have cho- 
© ſen Colonel Rippenda, as my proxy. 
As a proof of my good wiſhes ta ard 
you, I have, for manifeſt reaſons, order- 
ed that, henceforth, you ſhall receive your 
% pay at Bruſſels, inftead of Vienna. 
*« Continue to fend me your writings; I 


am pleaſed to be informed of the truth; 
1 C6 but. 
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but they will give me more ſatisfaction, 


ſhould you ſend them ſimple and una- 
dorned, than in their former ſatirical 


« 


* 


A 


40 dreſs. 


Jam yours, 
«© FOSEPH.” 


I foon afterward received orders to cor- 
reſpond with his Majeſty's private ſecretary, 
Baron Roder; what this correſpondence 
was muſt not here be told: fuffice it to ſay, 
my attempts to ſerve my country were fruſ- 
trated ; I ſaw defects too clearly, ſpoke my 
thoughts too frankly, and wanted ſufficient 
humility ever to obtain favour. 

In the year 1757, I wrote the Macedoni- 
an Hero, which became as famous through- 
out all Germany as my Euleuſpiegel. (The 
Malicious Wag). The poem did me ho- 
nour, but entailed new perſecutions; yet, 
having wrote it, I never could repent : I 
have had the honour of preſenting it to five 
reigning princes, by none of whom it has 
been burnt. The Empreſs alone was 
highly enraged. I had ſpoken as Nathan 

| did 
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did to David, and the Jeſuits now openly 
became my enemies. 

The following vile trick was played me 
in the year 1768. A friend, in Bruſſels, 
was commiſſioned to receive my quarterly 
pay, from whom 1 learnt an interdict had 
been laid upon it by the court called Hoſ- 
kriegſrath, at Vienna, in which I had been 
condemned to pay a note of ſeven hundred 
florins to one Buſſy, with fourteen years. 
intereſt. h 

Buſſy was a known ſwindler. I was con- 
fcious no man on earth had any ſuch claim ; 
I, therefore, journeyed, poſt-haſte, to Vi- 
enna. No hearing, no ſatisfactory account. 
was to be obtained. The anſwer was Res 
jam judicata eft ; ſentence is paſt, therefore 
all further attempts are too late. 

applied to the Emperor Joſeph, l phedg⸗ 
ed my honour and my head, to prove the 
falſification of this note; and intreated a re- 
viſion of the cauſe. My requeſt was granted, 
and my attorney, Weybrauch, was an up- 
right man. When he began to ſpeak, and. 
requeſt a day of reviſion to be appointed, 


ry 6 he 


(108) 

he was threatened to be committed by the 
referendary, Zetto, ſhould he undertake to 
interfere and defend the affairs of Trenck. 
He anſwercd, firmly, His defence is my 
«© bufineſs in this place, I know my cauſe 
to be good.” Silence was impoſed, and 
nothing farther done. 

Four months did I continue in Vienna 
before the day was appointed to reviſe this 
cauſe, It now appeared evidently there 
were eraſures and holes through the paper, 
in three places: all in court were convinced 
the claim ought to be annulled, and the 
claimant puniſhed. Zetto, notwithſtanding, 
ordered the parties to withdraw, and then 
ſo managed that the judges reſolved the caſe 
muſt be again laid before the court, with 
formal written proots. 

This gave time for new knavery: I was 
obliged to return to Aix-la-Chapelle, and 
four years elapſed before this affair, clear as 
the meridian ſun, was decided. Two prieſts 
in the interim, who were ſuch as father con- 
feſſors to convents uſually are, took falſe 
oaths that they had actually ſeen me receive 


the money, At length, however, I proved 
| that 
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that the note was dated a year after I had been 
impriſoned at Magdeburg; I conſequently 
could not give any ſuch note in Vienna. Nay, 
farther, my attorney proved the very writs of 
the court had, likewiſe, been falſified. Zet. 
to, the referendary, and Buſſy, were abſo- 
lutely the forgers, but I happened to be too 
active, and my attorney too honeſt, to loſe 
this cauſe. I was obliged to make three 
very. expenſive. journies from Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle to Vienna, leſt judgment ſhould go 
by default. Sentence at laſt was neceſſarily 
pronounced; I gained my cauſe, and the 
note was declared a forgery, but the coſts, 
amounting to three thouſand. five hundred 
florins, I was. obliged. to pay, for Buſſy 
could not ; nor was he corporally puniſhed, 
though at laſt. driven from Vienna for his 
villainous acts. Zetto, however, ſtill conti- 
nued referendary, ſtill continued, for eigh- 
teen years, my barbarous perſecutor ; till, 
not long ſince, he was deprived of his office, 
and condemned to the houſe of correction. 
May no ſuch judgments ever again be 
given in courts at Vienna; where, perhaps 
Jam 
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I am the only one whoſe perſeverance and' 
courage would have demonſtrated their in- 
juſtice. But this perſeverance, this courage, 
have made theſe courts my enemies, as I 
have ſince bitterly experienced. Too late 
was Zetto punifhed for the welfare of many 
a widow and orphan, and ftill are numerous 
of his vile practices unknown. 

This cauſe excited many remarks at Vi- 
enna; I gained much honour, but more 
expence and trouble. I took this opportu- 
nity to ſolicit juſtice in my other affairs, 
but to little purpoſe, except that the world 
began to know me better, and afford me 
ſomewhat more of its pity, 

My knowledge of the world increafed at 
Aix-la-Chapelle, where men of all nations 
and characters met, particularly Engliſh. 
In the morning I might converſe with a 
lord in oppoſition, in the afternoon with an 
orator of the King's party; and at night 
with an honeſt man of no party. In con- 
verſation like this knowledge is acquired 
and imparted. I fent Hungarian wine into 
England, France, Holland, and the em- 
| pire 3 
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-pire ; this occaſioned me to undertake long 
journies, and as my increaſe of acquain- 
ance gave me opportunity of receiving 
many foreigners with politeneſs in my own 
houſe, I was myſelf alſo well received 
wherever I went. | 
The income I ſhould have had from Vi- 
enna was all ingulphed by law-ſuits, cura- 
tors, attornies, and the journies I was ob- 
liged to undertake; having been thrice 
cited to appear, in perſon, before the Hof- 
kriegſrath. To me no hope remained ; I 
was deſcribed as a dangerous mal-content, 
who had deferted his native land, inſinua- 
tions by which my enemies took care to 
profit. I nevertheleſs remained, be the 
country in which I lived what it would, an 
honeſt man ; one who could provide for his 
own neceſſities without meanneſs or the fa- 
vour of courts ; one whole acquaintance was 
every where eſteemed. In Vienna alone 
was I unfought, unemployed, and obſcure. 
My love of the chace made me particu- 
larly acceptable to the Engliſh, who brought 
with them their own horſes and dogs, to 
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hunt the wolf and wild boar, animals not 
to be found in their own country. I, in 
return, paſſed whole ſummers at their coun- 
try ſeats in England, Scotland, and Ireland, 
and. thus obtained a. thorough knowledge 
of the nation. 

The Elettor Palatine had oranted me a: 
certain extent of country in the territory of 
Juliers, where I might hunt, and the Count 
Palatine of the Rhine gave me permiſſion to 
hunt where I pleaſed. To defend this right 
of hunting was now my.duty, and occaſion- 
ed various diſputes; theſe, however, were 
not often determined in courts of law, but 
uſually every man aſſerted: his claim with 
his ſword, 

One day. an. accident happened, on this 
occaſion, which made me renowned over 
the country as a magician, as one whom 
lead could not penetrate, and who had. 
power over fogs and clouds. 

I bad a quarrel with the Palatine preſi- 
dent, Baron Blankart, concerning a hunts»: 
ing diſtrict ; I therefore wrote to him that, 
on a certain day, he ſhould repair to the 
ſpot 
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ſpot in diſpute, whither I would alſo come, 
at ten in the morning, vith ſword and piſ- 
tol, hoping he would there give me ſatiſ- 
faction for the affront I had received. Thi- 
ther I went, with two buatſmen, and two 
friends, but, inſtead of the Baron, was aſto- 
niſhed to find two hundred armed peaſants 
aſſembled. 

What was to be done? I fent one of my 
huntſmen to the army of the enemy, in- 
forming them that, did they not beat a re- 
treat, I ſhould fire. It was in the month 
of Auguſt, the day was clear and fine, and 
ſuddenly a thick and impenetrable fog aroſe. 
My huntſman returned, with intelligence 
that, having delivered his meſſage juſt as 
the fog came on, theſe valiant heroes had 
all run away in the greateſt fright. 

advanced, found nobody, fired my 
piece, as did my friends and followers, and 
marched to. the manſion of my adverſary, 
where my hunting-horn was blown in tri- 
umph, in his court-yard. The runaway 


peaſants fired at a diſtance, but the fog oo 
vented their taking any aim, 
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Having taken this ſatisfaction, I returned 
home, where many falſe reports had pre- 
ceded me. My wife expected I ſhould be 
| brought home dead, and that many others 
would be maimed ; however, not the leaſt 

mitchief had happened. 

It ſoon was propagated through the coun- 
try that I was a magician, had raiſed a fog 
to render myſelf invulnerable, and that the 
truth of this could be juſtified by two hun- 
dred eye witneſſes. All the monks of Aixe- 

la-Chapelle, Juliers, and Cologne, publicly 
preached concerning me, reviled me, and 
warned the people to beware of the arch- 
magician and Lutheran, Trenck. 

On a future occaſion, this belief I turned 
to matter of merriment. 1 went to hunt 
the wolf in the extenſive foreſts of the coun- 
try of Monjoye, and invited. the peaſants and 

tovnſmen to the chace. The firſt day we 
had but little ſport; toward evening I, and 
ſome forty of my followers, retired to reſt 
an the netghbouring charcoal huts, well pro- 
vided with wine and brandy. ** My lads,” 
ſaid I, © it is now neceſfary you ſhould all 
& diſcharge 
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& diſcharge your pieces, and load them 
© anew, that to-morrow no wolf may eſcape, 
* and that none of you may excule your- 
«« ſelves on your pieces miſſing fire.” The 
guns were accordingly reloaded, and placed 
in a ſeparate chamber, after which, they 
began to eat, drink, and dance. While 
they were merry-making, my huntſman 
privately went into this chamber, drew the 
balls, and charged the pieces with powder, 
ſeveral of which he loaded with double 
charges, Some of their notched balls I pur 
into my pocket. 

In the morning, away went J, and my 
merry fellows, to the chace. As we walked, 
their converſation turned on my necroman- 
cy, and the miraculous manner in which I 
could envelop myielf in a cloud, or make 
myſelf bullet- proof. What is that you 
are talking about, my lads?” faid I. 
*© Some of theſe unbelieving good folks,” 
anſwered my huntſman, “ affirm your Ho- 
„ nour is unable to-ward-off balls,” “Well 
then,“ ſaid I, laughing, to one*of them, 
* fire away, my good fellow, and try.“ 

The 
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The man refuſed, and my huntſman took 
bis piece ont of his hand, and fired. I pre- 
tended to parry with my hand, and called, 
« Let any man, that is fo inclined, fire, 
*© but only one at a time.” Accordingly 
they began, and, pretending to- twiſt and 
turn about, I ſuffered them all to diſcharge 
their pieces. It muſt be remarked, I was 
perfectly ſecure, as my people had carefully 
noticed that no man had reloaded his gun. 
Some of them received ſuch blows from the 
guns that were doubly charged, that they 
fell down, terrified m amazement, at the 
powers of magic. I advanced, holding in 
my hand ſome of the marked balls. Let 
© every one chooſe his own,” called I. All 
ſtood motionleſs, and many of them ſlunk 
home, with their guns on their ſhoulders; 
ſome few remained, and our ſport was ex- 
cellent. 

On Sunday the monks of Aix-la-Chapelle 
again began to preach. My black. art be- 
came the theme of the whole country, and, 
at this day, many of the people preſent wilt 
make oath that they fired upon me, and that, 

after 
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after catching them in my hand, I return- 
ed the balls. | 

Thus eaſy is it to gull this wiſe world, 
My high and invulnerable qualities were 
publiſhed throughout Juliers, Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle, Maeſtricht, and Cologne, and per- 
haps this behef has more than ten times 
ſaved my life ; the prieſts having'propagat- 
ed it from their pulpits, in a country which 
ſo ſwarms with highway robbers that one 
hundred-and-fixty men have been broken 
alive on the wheel, quartered, and burnt, 
within a year, and where, for a ſingle du- 
cat, any man may hire an aſſaſſin. 

It 1s indeed no ſmall matter of ſurpriſe 
that I ſhould, for years, have preſerved my 
life in a town, where there are twenty-three 
monaſteries and churches, and where the 
monks are all adored as ſo many deities. 
The catholic clergy had been ſufficiently 
enraged againſt me, by my poem of The 
Macedonian Hero ;” and, in 1772, I' 


publiſhed a newſpaper at Aix-la-Chapelle, 
and another periodical work entitled; The 


© Friend of Men,” in which I endeavour- 
ed 
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ed to unmaſk hypocriſy. Indeed for me; 
an apoſtolic major of the apoſtolic Maria- 
Thereſa, to write thus in a town ſwarming 
with friars, and in a tone ſo undaunted, 
was unexampled. 

At preſent, now toleration and freedom 
of opinion are more encouraged by the 
Emperor Joſeph II. many ſuch effayiſts 
encounter bigotry and deceit with ridicule; 
or, wanting invention thetnſelves, publiſh 
extracts from writings that belong to the 
age of Luther. I have the honour of having 
attacked the very pillars of the Romiſh hie- 
rarchy in'days more dangerous. I may boaſt 
of being the firſt German who, unprotected, 
raiſed a fermentation on the Upper Rhine, 
and in the ſtate of Auſtria, ſor advantageous 
to truth, the progreſs of the human under- 
ſtanding, and the happinefs of futurity. 

Let the world read and judge of my wri- 
tings! They contain nothing 1nimical to 
the pure morality. taught by Chriſt, I at- 
tacked the ſale of indulgences, the avarice 
of Rome, the lazineſs, deceit, licentious 
gluttony, robbery, and blood-ſucking of 

the 
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the monks of Aix-la-Chapeile, who ſought 
the murder of each other in the very church, 
and in preſence of the altar. I wrote as a 
moraliſt, and morals do. not enrich monks. 
Therefore did the arch- prieſt, and nine of 
his coadjutors, declare every Sunday from 
the pulpit, publicly naming me, I was a 
free-thinker, a wizard, one whom every 
man, wiſhing, well to God and: the Church, 
ought to allaſſinate. The Jeſuit, Father 
Zünder declared me an outlaw.; and a day 
was appointed on which my writings.were 
to be burnt before my houfe, the houſe it- 
ſelf eraſed, and its inhabitants maſfacred. 
My wife received letters, warning her. to fly 
with her children for ſafety, which warning 
ſhe in terror obeyed. I and two of my 
huntſmen remained, provided with. eighty- 
four loaded muſk eta. Theſe I diſplayed in 
the gallery before the window, that all. 
might be convinced I would make a deſpe- 
rate defence. I lived oppoſite the court- 
houſe. The appointed day came, and Fa- 
ther Zünder, with my writings in his hand, 
attended by all the ſtudents in the town, 

appeared 
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appeared ready for the attack; the other 
monks had incited the towns- people to a 


general ſtorm ; no man, however, had the 


heart to appear in the market-place, while 
I ſtood in a gallery ſo well ſtored with fire- 
arms. Thus paſſed the day and night in 
ſuſpenſe. 

In the morning a fre broke out in the 
town. I haſtened, fearleſs, with my two 
huntſmen, ſecretly well armed, to give 
aſſiſtance : we daſhed the water from our 
buckets, and all obeyed my directions. Fa- 
ther Zunder and the ſtudents were there, 
likewiſe; I approached him by degrees, 
and ſtruck his anointed ear with my lea- 
thern bucket, as if by accident, which no 
man thought proper to notice. I paſſed 
undaunted through the crowd, the people 
all ſmiled, pulled off their hats, and wiſhed 
me a good morning. Such are the popu- 
lace, when they perceive they are not feared. 
Fhe people of Aix-la-Chapelle were ſtupid 
bigots, but too cowardly to murder a man 


Who was Prepared for his own defence. 
| . 5 Here 
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Here the threats of my adverſaries for this 
time ended. 

As I was riding to Maeſtricht through a 
hollow-way, - a ball whiſtled by my ears, 
which, no doubt, was a meſſenger ſent af- 

ter me by theſe perſecuting prieſts. 

When hunting near the convent of Sch- 
wartzenbruck, three Dominicaas lay in am- 
buſh for me behind a hedge. One of their 
colleagues, who often hunted with me, 
pointed out the place. I was on my guard 
with my double. barrelled gun, drew near, 
but called with a voice of terror “ Shoot, 
© {coundrels ! But do not kill me, for the 
devil ſtands ready for you at your el- 
© bow One fired, and they all ran; the 
ball hit my hat. I fired likewiſe, and wound- 
ed one deſperately, whom the other two 
carried off: he recovered, however, and 
afterward eloped with a cow-girl. 

Their attempts at poiſoning me were all 
unſucceſsful, for I always ate at home. In 
the year 1774, journeying from Spa to Lim- 
bourg, I was attacked by eight banditti. 
The weather was rainy, and my muſket was 
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in its caſe; my ſabre was entangled in the 
belt, ſo that, unable to draw it, I was ob- 


| liged to defend myſelf as with a club. I 


ſprang from the carriage, and, with every 
effort of nature, fought in defence of my 
lite, ſtriking down all before me, while my 
faithful huntſman protected me behind, I 
diſperſed my aſſailants, haſtened to my car- 
riage, and drove away. One of theſe fel- 
lows was ſoon after hanged, and owned, 
before execution, that the confeſſor of this 
banditti had promiſed perpetual abſolution, 
cou.d they but diſpatch me, but that no 
man could ſhoot me, becauſe that Lucifer 
had rendered me invulnerable. Perſuaded 
of the truth of this, fortunately for me, they 


had only aſſaulted me with clubs. My 


ſtrength and agility, fighting too for lite, 
was ſuperior to theirs, and they buried two 


of their gang, whom, with my heavy ſabre, 


I had killed. I eſcaped with a bruiſed arm 
and ſhoulder ; my huntſman received a vio- 
lent blow with a tone, 

To ſuch exceſs of cruelty may the vio- 


lence and rage of prieſts be carried! Yet 
9 did 
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did not my writings contain a ſingle word 
inimical to the pure morality of Chriſt ; I 
attacked only groſs abuſes, the deceit and 
laſciviouſneſs of the monks of Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle, Cologne, and Liege, where they are 
worſe than canibals, wallowing, like ſwine, 
in the ſlough of ignorance and gluttony, F 

wiſhed to inculcate the true Chriſtian duties 
among my fellow citizens, and the attempr 
was ſufficient to irritate the ſelfiſh church 
of Rome. 

From my Emprels I had nothing further 
to hope. Her confeſſor had painted me 
with all the craft of a prieſt, as an arch- 
heretic, and a perſecutor of the holy and 
bleſſed mother church. Nor was this all: 
opinions were artfully propagated, through 
Vienna, that I was a reſtleſs man, danger- 
ous to the community. Such, indeed, is 
the univerſal ſuppoſition of all who have 
neither perſonally known me, nor read my 
writings. 

Hence too was I always wronged in courts 
of judicature, where there are ever found 
wicked or bigoted men. The latter thought 
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they were ſerving the came of God by in- 
juring me; and the former are ever the 
enemies of pure and ſimple truth, undaunt- 
edly diſplayed, it being their intereſt that vir- 
tue and patriotiſm ſhould fall the victims of 
falſehood. Yet were they unable to prevent 
my writings producing me much money, 
or being circulated through all Germany. 
The Aix-la-Chapelle Journal or Gazette 
became ſo famous in the firſt year, that, in 
the ſecond, I had four thouſand ſubſcribers, 
by each of whom I gained a ducat. 

The poſt-maſters, who gain conſiderably 
by circulating newſpapers, were envious, 
becauſe the Aix-la-Chapelle Gazette de- 
ſtroyed ſeveral of the others, and therefore 
formed a combination. 

I will briefly notice what ſo much contri- 
buted to the ſale of my paper. I was ac- 
quainted with moſt countries and courts, 
in which I had tne beſt of correſpondents : 
wherefore, inſtead of merely relating paſt 
events, I could foretel future. I was ſome- 
times obliged to be ambiguous, yet my 

meaning 
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meaning was very capable of being under- 
ſtood. 

Prince Charles of Sweden, eldeſt brother 
of the preſent King, placed the greateſt 
confidence in me during his reſidence at 
Aix-la-Chapelle and Spa, and I accompa- 
nied him into Holland. When I took my 
leave of him at Maeſtricht, while we were 
in the ſubterrancan gallery of the fortifica- 
tions, he ſaid to me, * When my father 
« dies, either my brother ſhall be king, or 
© we will loſe our heads” *. The King 
died, and Prince Charles, ſoon after, ſaid, 
in the poſtſcript of one of his letters, What 
«© we ſpoke of at Maeſtricht will ſoon be 
« fully accompliſhed, and you may then 
% come to Stockholm.“ - 

On this I inſerted an article in my Ga- 
zette, declaring a revolution had taken place 
in Sweden, and that the king had made 
himſelf abſolute. The other papers thought 


proper to expreſs their doubts, and I im- 


* The Prince meant to fav the power of his father 
was ſo limitted that he was not a king. The preſent 
monarch has taken care to have no ſuch complaint. T. 
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the chapel of the holy virgin. 


„ 
medrately offered to wager a thouſand du- 
cats on the truth of every article publiſhed 
15 my Gazette under the title Aix la- 
Chapelle.“ The news of the revolution 
in Sweden was inſtantaneouſly confirmed. 


This incident added greatly to the authen- 


ticity of my paper. 


My Gazette foretold the Poliſh partition 


fix weeks ſooner than any other ; but how 
I obtained this intelligence muſt not here 
be mentioned. I alſo was active in the, de- 


fence of Queen Matilda of Denmark. 
The French miniſtry were highly offend- 


ed at the following paſquinade: ** The 


c three eagles have rent the Poliſh bear, 


« without loſing a feather, with which any 


% man in the cabinet of Verſailles can 


«© write, Since the death of Mizarine, 
„they write there only with gooſe 
* 'quills,” 


By defire of the king of Poland, I wrote 


a narrative of the attempt made to aſſaſſinate 
him, and named the nuncio, who had given 


a general abfolution to the conſpirators in 


The 


he 
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The houſe was now in flames. Rcme 
inſiſted I ſhould recal my words. Her nun- 


cio, at Cologne, vented poiſon, daggers, 


and excommunication: the Empreſs Queen 
herielf thought proper to interfere. I ob- 
tained from Warſaw a copy. of the examina- 
tion of the conſpirators for my juſtification. 
This I threatened to publiſh, and ſtocd 


unmoved in the defence of truth. I ac- 


quired new honour, but new perſecutors, 
likewiſe ; as for protectors none: mine was 
the fate of all reformers, who muſt expect 
reward beyond the grave. 

The Empreſs wrote to the poſt-maſter 
general of the empire, commanded him to 
lay an interdict on the Aix-la-Chapelle Ga- 
zette. Informed of this, I ended its pub- 
lication with the year, but wrote an eftay 
on the partition of Poland ; which, alſo, 
did but encreaſe my enemies. The prieſts 
took care not to be idle at theſe mo- 
ments. | 

The magiſtracy of Aix-fa-Chapelle is 
elected from the lower ranks of people, and 


the Burgei's court conſiſts of an ignorant 
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rabble. I know no exceptions, but Baron 
Lamberte and De Witte ; and, to heighten 


the ridicule, this people aſſume to them- 


ſelves titles of dignity, for which they are 
amenable to the fiſcal court at Vienna. 
Knowing 1 found little protection at Vi— 
enna, they imagined they might attack, 
and drive me from their town. I was a 
ſpy on their evil deeds, of whom they 
would willingly have rid themſelves. I 
likewiſe knew that the two ſheriffs, Kloſs 
and Furth, and the recorder Geyer, had 
robbed the town-chamber of forty thouſand 
dollars, and divided the ſpoil. To theſe [ 
was a dangerous man; for ſuch reaſons they 
ſought a quarrel with me, pretending | had 
committed a treſpaſs by breaking down a 
hedge, and ſent a ſergeant, citing me to 


| appear at their town-houſe, 


[t is a well-known right of the empire, 
that no magiſtrate of theſe courts can en- 
force the perſonal appearance of a ſtaff of- 
ficer. I was ſubject only to the court called 
Hofkriegſrath, at Vienna. But by this 

court 
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court they ſoon underſtood I ſhould not be 
protected. A molt diſagreeable litigation 
enſued. By accident I obtained a letter 
from Count Gravenitz, member of the 
Aulic council, to the poſt-maſters Heinſ- 
berg, with whom [I had alſo a ſuit pending, 
in which he ſaid that, though juſtice was 
on my ſide, he would undertake to. weary 
me by procraſtination : he fulfilled his pro- 
miſe, and my wife was obliged to pay three 
hundred florins of gold, under pain of exc- 
cution, while I was ablent at Vienna, en- 
deavouring to obtain right. REP, 

This was a trifle. The poſt-maſter, 
Heinſberg, of Aix-la-Chapelle, although 
he had two thouſand three hundred rix-dol- 
lars of mine 1n his poſſeſſion, inſtituted 
falſe ſuits againſt me, on pretence of a note, 
which was nothing more than a receipt, for 
a thouſand dollars on account, obtained 
verdicts againſt me, contrary to the moſt 
clear and evident juſtice, ſeized on a cargo 
of wine, worth three thouſand eight hun- 
dred dollars, at Cologne, and J, on the 
whole incurred loſſes to the amount of 
G 5 eighteen 
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cighteen thouſand florins, exclufive of the 
interruption given to the trade | carried on 


in wine; which devoured the fortune of my 


wife, and by which ſhe, with myſelf, 
and my children, were reduced to po- 


verty. 


Let it not be imagined theſe are mere aſ- 
ſertions. The preſident of one of the 
courts, to whom I complained, after mo- 
ralizing concerning the vanity of earthly, 
and the reality of heavenly hopes, in a letter 


told me, It might be the will of God, 


© that I ſhould be treated with injuſtice. 
«© He could afford me no help, for he had 
« received her Majeſty's commands.“ 
The referendary Gravenitz himſelf, in 1778, 
with tears in his eyes, acknowledged how 
much he had injured me, affirmed he had 
been deceived, and promiſed he would en- 
deavour to obtain reſtitution, I was moy- 
ed, and forgave him, and he attempted to 
keep his promite ; but his, power declined, 
his corruptneſs had been manifeſt, the 
bribes he had received were become too 
public. He was at length diſpoſſeſſed of 

his 
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his poſt, but, alas! too late for me. He 
now lives, like the greater part of my ene- 
mies, a baniſhed inan in Poland, deſpiſed, 
and in poverty. Two other of my judges 
are at this time obliged, in chains, to {weep 
the ſtreets of Vienna, where they are con- 
demned to the houſe of correction. Had 
this been their employment, inſtead of be- 
ing ſeated on the ſeat of judgment, twenty 
years ago, I might have been more fortu- 
nate. It certainly is a remarkable circum- 
ſtance that I ſhould ſo often and ſo continu- 
ally have been deſpoiled by unjuit judges. 
Who would have dared to have publiſhed 
their deſerts during the plenitude of their 
power ? Who would have had the temerity 
to affirm, their evil deeds ſhould hereafter 
bring them to attend on the city ſcavenger ? 
I indeed knew them but too well, and, 
fearleſs, ſpoke what I knew. But 1 was a. 
reſtleſs man! A flanderer of imperial courts 
of juſtice I! It was my misfortune not my 
fault, that I was acquainted with their. 
mal- practices, ſooner than my gracious ſo- 
vereign. | | »s 
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Here let the ſcene cloſe on my litigations 
at Aix-Ja-Chapelle and Vienna. May God 


Preſerve every honeſt man from the like! 


True it is they hang heavy on my heart. 
They have ſwallowed up my own property 
and that of my innocent wife. n 
Enough! 

From the year 1774 to 1777, 1 chiefly 
ſpent my time in journeying through Eng- 
land and France. I was intimate with Dr. 
Franklin the American miniſter; and with 
the Counts St. Germain and de Vergennes, 
who made me advantageous propoſals to go 
to America ; but I was prevented accepting 
them by my affection for my wife and 
children. 

My kind friend the Landgrave of Heſſe- 
Caſſel, who had been governor of Magde- 
burg during my impriſonment, offered me 
a commſſion in his ſervice among ; the 
troops going to America; but I anſwer- 


« Gracious prince, my heart beats in 


* the cauſe of freedom only, I will never 


« afliſt in enſlaving men. Were I at the 
3 „head 
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« head of your brave grenadiers, I ſhould 
© revolt to the Americans.” . 
During the year 1775 I continued at Aix- 
la-Chapelle, my periodical effays, entitled, 
«© The Friend of Men,” My writings had 
made ſome impreſſion ; the people began 
to read ; the monks were ridiculed, and 
become more humble; my partiſans in- 
creaſed, and their arch leader, had the 

good fortune to get himſelf cudgelled. 
They did not now mention my name pub- 
Iicly, but catechiſed their penitents at con- 
feſſion. During this year various ſimple 
people came to me from Cologne, Bonn, 
and Duſſeldorf, deſiring to ſpeak with me 
in private. When I enquired their bufineſs 
they told me their clergy had informed them 
I was propagating a new religion, in which 
every man mult ſign himſelf over to the de- 
vil, who then wonld ſupply them with mo- 
ney. They were willing to become con- 
verts to my faith, would Beelzebub but 
give them money, and revenge them on 
their prieſts. © My good friends,” anſwer- 
ed I, © your teachers have deceived you : 
* I know 
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& J know of no devils but themſelves. 
« Were it indeed true that I was founding 
© a new religion, the converts to which 
* the devil would ſupply with money, 
% your biſhops and prieſts would be the 
de very firſt of my apoſtles, and the moſt 
* catholic. I am an honeſt moral man, 
© my worthy friends, as a Chriſtian ought 
* be. Go home, in God's name, and do 
your duty. Be honeſt and induftrious, 
„ and you will not then want the devil to 
“ bring you money.“ 

I forgot to mention in its place, that the 
recorder or preſident of the ſheriff*s court 
at Aix-la-Chapelle, who is the ſon of the 
banker Geyer, and who 1s called Baron 
Geyer, had affociated himſelf, in 1778, 
with a Jew convert, and a knight of induf- 
try ; and that this noble company, in con- 
cert, ſwindled a Dutch merchant out of 
eighty thouſand florins, by aſſuming the 
arms of the Elector Palatine, and produc- 
ing forged receipts and contracts. Geyer 
was taken in Amſterdam, and would have 
been hanged, but that, by the aid 

of 
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of a faithful ſervant, he effected his eſeape. 
He returued to Aix-la-Chapelle, where 
he enjoys his honourable office, Three 
years ago, it was proved he had robbed the 
town-chamber. His handſome wife was, 
at that time, generis communis, and procur- 
ed him powerful friends at court. The aſ- 
ſertions of this worthy gentleman found 
greater credit at Vienna, than thoſe of the 
innocent, the injured Trenck. Oh, 
Shame! Shame ;——Oh, World ! World: 
World! 

My wine trade was ſo ſucceſsful, that I had 
correſpondents and ſtores in London, Paris, 
Bruxelles, Hamburg, and the Hague, and 
had gained forty thouſand florins, with the 
moſt flattering proſpects from England. 
One unfortunate day deſtroyed all my ſuc- 
ceſsful hopes in this traffic. 

Being in London, I was defrauded of 
eighteen hundred guineas by a ſwindler. 
The relating of this ſtory, will do but little 
honour to the Engliſh nation. The fault 
was principally my brother-in-law's, a 
young man, Who parted with the wine be- 
fore 
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fore he had received the money. In Eng- 
land there is no law againſt ſuch deceivers. 
They bid you truſt nobody, you will then 
not be wronged. And when I had been 
wronged, and aſked my friend's aſſiſtance, 
I was only laughed at; as if they were hap- 
py that an Engliſhman had the wit to cheat 
a Germian, I cannot give a circumſtantial 
hiſtory of this affair, but it is neceſſary to 
narrate it in the abſtract, our prejudices 
being ſo ſtrong in favour of the great worth 
and juſtice of the Britiſh nation. 

Finding myſelf defrauded of my wine, I 
haſtened to Sir John Fielding. He was 
acquainted with me, told me he knew I 
had been ſwindled, and that his friendſhip 
would make him active in my behalt ; that 
he alſo knew the houſes where my wine 
was depoſited, and that a party of his run- 
ners ſhould go with me, ſufficiently ſtrong 
for its recovery. I was little aware that he 
had at that time two hundred bottles 
of my beſt Tokay in his cellar. His 
pretended kindneſs was a ſnare ; he was in 
| partnerſhip with robbers, the ſtupid among 


whom 
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whom only he hung, and preſerved the moſt 
adroit for the promotion of trade. 

He ſent a conſtable, and fix of his run- 
ners with me, commanding them to act un- 
der my orders. By good fortune I had a 
violent head-ach, and could not attend 
them myſelf, but ſent my brother-1n-law, 
who ſpoke better Engliſh than I. Him 
they brought to the houle of a Jew, and 
told him, “ Your wine, fir, is here con- 
% cealed.” Though it was broad day, 
the door was locked, that he might be in- 
duced to act illegally. The conſtable de- 


ſired him to break the door open, which 


he accordingly did: the Jews, in a pre- 
tended fright came running, and alked— 
* what do you want, gentlemen?“—“ I 
„ want my wine,” anſwered my brother. 
— Take what is your own,“ replied a 
Jew, “ö but beware of touching my proper» 
ty. I have bought the wine.“ 

My brother attended the conſtable and 
runners into a cellar, and there found a 
great part of my wine. He wrote to Sir 


John Fielding, that he had found the wine, 


and 
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and deſired to know how he was to act. 
Fielding by a verbal meſſage, and—© It 
© muſt be taken by the owner.” My bro- 
ther accordingly got a cart, and fent me 
the wine. | 

He attended the runners, in like manner, 
to the houſe of another Jew, where they 
proceeded as before, and he came back, 
quite rejoiced at having recovered the 
wine. 2. 
Next day came a conſtable, with a war- 
rant, ſaying, ** He wanted to ſpeak with 
% my brother, and that it was to go to my 
« friend, Sir John Fielding.“ When he 
was in the ſtreet, he touched him with his 
ſtaff, and told him—** Sir, you are my 
& priſoner.” Here it muſt be remarked 
that no man can be arreſted in his own 
houſe in London; but that, when he is in 
the ſtreet, and the conſtable has touched 
him with his ſtaff, he is beyond delivery; 
and, ſhould he run, would be ſtopped by 
'the people. 
All this I was a ſpectator cf through the 


window, unable to give any aſſiſtance. | 
went, 
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went, however, to Sir John Fielding, and 
aſked what it all meant. This upright juſ- 
tice anſwered, in a magiſterial tone That 
my brother had been accufed of felony. 
The Jews and ſwindlers had ſworn the wine 
was a legal purchaſe. If I had not taken 
care to be paid, or was ignorant of the 
Engliſh laws, that was my fault. Six ſwind- 
lers had ſworn the wine was paid for ; 
which circumſtance he had not known, or 
he ſhould not have granted me a warrant. 
My brother had alſo broken open doors, and 
forcibly taken away wine which was not his 
own. They had legally made oath of this, 
and he was charged with burglary and rob- 
bery. | 
He farther defired me immediately to 
give bail in a thouſand guineas for my bro- 
ther, for his appearance in the court of 
king's bench; otherwiſe, his trial would 
immediately come on, and in a few days 
he would be hanged. 
What was my rage at finding myfelf thus 
treated! And how willingly would I have 


plunged 
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plunged my ſword in the breaſt of a man ſo 
vile as this chief magiſtrate of London ! 

I haſtened to a lawyer, who was my 
friend, who confirmed what had been told 
me, adviſed me immediately to give bail, 
and he would then defend my cauſe, I ap- 
plied to Lord Mansfield, and received the 
ſame anſwer. I told my ſtory to all my 
great friends, who were chiefly members 
of parliament, and they laughed at me, for 
attempting to trade in London, without 
better underſtanding the laws. My inti- 
mate friend Lord Groſvenor, ſaid, ©* Send 
* more wine to London, and we will pay 
* you ſo well that you will ſoon recover 
your loſs.”——This is the character of 
the nation. I am certain he would have 


kept his word, but I wanted the neceſſary 


capital, | 

I went to my wine merchants, who had 
ſtock in hand of mine worth upward of a 
thouſand guineas. They gave bail for 
my brother, and in four days he was re- 
leated. 


Fielding, 
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Fielding, in the 1nterim, ſent his run- 
ners to my houſe, took back the wine, and 
reſtored it to the Jews, as property of which 
they had been robbed. They threatened 
farther to . proſecute me as a receiver of 
{ſtolen goods. I fled,in all haſte, from Lon- 
don, through Dover, to Paris, where I im- 
mediately fold off my remaining ſtock at 
half price, honoured my bills, and ſo ended 
my merchandize. 

My I »ther returned to London, in No- 
vember, to defend his cauſe in the court of 
king's-bench ; but the ſwindlers had diſap- 
peared, and the lawyer required a hundred 
pounds to proceed. The concluſion of all 
this was, my brother returned, with feventy 
pounds lefs in his pocket, ſpent as travelling 
expences; and the ſtock, in the hands of 
my wine merchants, was detained on pre- 
tence of paying the bail. They brought 
me in an apothecary's bill, and all was loſt. 
Thus do the Engliſh treat the Germans, 
notwithſtanding I had ſo many friends in 
London, N 


I might fill a volume with ſimilar inſtances. 
I ſhall 
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I ſhall only relate one ſhort ſtory, A Ger- 
man violin-maker, in London, intending to 
return home, had bought his wife a filver 
coffee-pot, which was left ſtanding on the 
table in his chamber. Some one knocked . 
at the door, and two Jews entered. One 
beſpoke a violin, the other, while he was 
converſing, ſnatched up the coffee-pot, and 
ran. The German looked round, and miſſ- 
ed the coffee-pot, but the other Jew told 
him, „VDDo not be uneaſy, my friend, go 
«© with me, and I will make my comrade 
„give you back your coffee- pot. It is only 
4 ſome trick: he is a mad-headed fellow.“ 
The poor German went with the Jew, 
who brought him into a chamber, where 
were four other Jews, and his coffee- pot on 
the table. He took it, and ſaid, God be 
e praiſed, I have found it once more.” 
The Jew anſwered not a word; and the 
German returned home with his coffee-pot. 
Forthwith went five Iſraelites to the juſtice, 
and {wore that the German had entered 
their chamber, and ſtolen thereout a filver 
coffee- pot. A conſtable attended them to 
the 


1 
the German's houſe, The Jew ſaid, That 
« 1s my coffee- pot:“ and the other ſwear- 
ers anſwered, * Yes, that is yours.” The 
German was taken into cuſtody, and, being 
deſtitute of witneſſes, was hung upon the 
evidence of the five Jews. 

I ſpoke with this poor fellow in priſon, 
who told me the ſtory himſelf, and I actu- 
ally ſaw this honeſt man hung, by the pity- 
leſs Engliſh. What will my readers now 
ſay to this high-eſteemed nation, which, in 
reality, for a thouſand reaſons, merits our 
contempt ? 

Enough of the proud and ſelfiſh Bricons, 
who would treat us, and all other nations, 


as they do their negroes, were we to fall 
under their dominion *. 


Many 


* The names of the wine-merchants are omitted in 
the tranſlation; the Baron may have been miſtaken, 
they may have ated honeſtly. There is no doubt of 
the Baron's veracity ; that is, ſpeaking from the con- 
viction of his own mind. He was in England, and, as 
he himſelf aſſerts, moſt ſhamefully ſwindled : thoſe 


concerned have ſince become notorious. The per- 


plexities of law daily expoſe the natives themſelves to 
the 
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Many other particulars remain to be told 
of Aix-la-Chapelle, for which I have not 


ſufficient room in this place. 


the arts of the diſhoneſt. This is an inevitable defect, 
the conſequence of an advantage the value of which fo- 
reigners ſeldom underſtand: they are, from tempera- 
ment, more haſty than the Engliſh ; they have been 
accuſtomed, in ſtates leſs free, when injuſtice is mani- 
feſt, to more ſummary proceedings; and, when they 
have any diſpute in England, they uſually fall into the 
very worſt hands. Let us hope the Baron was mifin- 
formed, was haſty, and that the memory of Sir John 
Fielding has been wronged ! If not! 

The Baron ſo little knew how he was to act, that it 
is impoſlible, from his narrative, to ſay whether his 


brother was arreſted as a debtor or impriſoned as a fe- 


lon. Eis perplexity and diſtreſs inſpire abhorrence for 
thoſe inſtruments by whom, inſtead of vigorouſly: pro- 
tecting an uninformed ſtranger, they were increaſed, 
The liberal-minded Engliſhman will pardon his ſeve- 
rity on the nation, remembering how he was treated ; 
though by individuals whom this and every nation muſt 
pity and deſpiſe. The ſtory of the poor German and 
his coffee-pot, if the Baron wa; rot deceived, is indeed 
a tragical one; yet, would ae aths of five Jews have 
hung five hundred, or five thouſand, Engliſhmen ; 
were they equally deſtitute of the means to prove the 
falſity of ſuch accuſations. Not the laws, not the nation» 
wicked men only can be accuſed of ſuch a murder. T. 


The 
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The Swediſh general Sprengporten came 
to Aix-la-Chapelle, in the year 1776. He 
had planned and carried into execution the 
revolution ſo highly favourable to the king, 
but had ſuddenly left Sweden in diſcontent, 
and came to take the waters with a rooted 
hypochondria. 

He was the moſt dangerous man in Swe- 
den, and had told the king himſelf, after 
the revolution, 1n the preſence of his guards, 
«© While Sprengporten can hold a ſword; 
the king has nothing to command.” 

It was feared he would go to Ruſſia, and 
Prince Charles wrote to me, in the name 
of the monarch, deſiring I would exert niy- 
felf, to the utmoſt, to become intimate with 
him, and perſuade him to return to Sweden, 
No taſk could have been more difficult. 
He was a man of unbounded pride, which, 
notwithſtanding the greatneſs of his abili- 
ns rendered him either a fool or a mad- 

He likewiſe deſpiſed every thing 
9 was not Swediſh. 

Never did I undertake any affair with 
more ardour or better ſucceſs : I accom- 
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pliſhed my purpoſe, gained his friendſhip, 
an unlimitted power over his mind, and 
reſtored him to his king and country. 
The Pruſſian miniſter, count Hertzberg, 
the ſame year, came to Aix-la-Chapelle. 
I enjoyed the honour of his ſociety and con- 
verſation three months, and every where 
accompanied this great man. To his libe- 
rality am I indebted, that I can, at preſent, 
return to my country with honour.—As of- 


ten as they read this, let my children re- 


member the reaſons I have had for incul- 
cating this gratitude in their infant hearts. 
The time I had to ſpare was not ſpent in 
idleneſs; I attacked thoſe ſharpers, in my 
weekly writings, who attend at Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle and Spa, to plunder both inhabitants 
and viſitants, under the connivance of the 
magiſtracy : nor are there wanting foreign 
noblemen, who become the aſlociates of 
theſe peſts of ſociety. The publication of F 
ſuch truths endangered my life from ſome | 
of the deſperadoes, who, when detetted, 
had nothing more to loſe, How powerful 


is an innocent life, how great that preſence 
j 
3 q 
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of mind which conſcious virtue inſpires, 
nothing can more fully prove, than that J 
ſtill exiſt, in deſpite of all the attempts of 
wicked and ignorant monks, and deſpica- 
ble ſharpers. 

Though my life was much diſturbed, 
yet do | not repent of my manner of a&- 
ing: many a youth, many a brave and 
worthy man have I preſerved from deſtruc- 
tion, detained from the gaming table, and 
perſonally pointed out to them the moſt 
notorious ſharpers. This was ſo injurious 
to Spa that the biſhop of Liege himlelf, 
who enjoys a tax of forty per cent. on all 
their winnings, and therefore protecls ſuch 
villains, offered me an annual penſion of 
five hundred guineas, if 1 would not come 
to Spa; or three per cent. on the winnings, 
would J but affociate myſelf with Colonel 
N——t, and raiſe recruits for the gaming- 
table. My anſwer may eafily be imagined, 
vet, for this, was I threatened to be ex- 
communicated by the holy catholic church. 

I and my family paſſed the greateſt part 
of ſixteen ſummers in Spa, My houſe be- 
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came the rendezvous of the beſt and moſt 
reſpectable part of the company, and I was 
perſonally known to ſome of the moſt re- 
ſpectable characters in Europe. 
Through life it has been my conſtant 


deſire to act for the benefit of others, and 


to obtain juſtice for the whole world, as well 
as ſor myſelf. Fatal experience has con- 
vinced me how viſionary ſuch ſchemes are. 
— By an effort of this kind I gave myſelf 
new cauſe of uneaſineſs. 

A conteſt aroſe between the town of Aix- 
la-Chapelle, and Baron Blankart, the maſter 
of the hounds to the EleQor Palatine : it 
originated in a diſpute concerning prece- 
dence, between the before-mentioned wife 
of the recorder, Geyer, (who was at this 
time miſtreſs to Baron Blankart, and alſo 
to a young canon of the church), and the 
ſiſter of the Burgomaſter of Aix-la-Chapelle, 
Kahr, who governed that town with orien— 
tal deſpotiſm. 

This quarrel was highly detrimental to 


the town, and to the Ele&or Palatine ; but, 
| at 
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ar the fame time, highly profitable to Kahr, 
whoſe office it was to protect the rights of 
the town, as well as to thoſe perl-.ns who 
were deputed to defend the claims of the 
Elector : the latter kept a faro-bank, rhe 
plunder of which had before enriched the 
town; and the former, Kahr, under pre- 
tence of defendiig their cauſe, embezzled 
the money of the people: ſo that both par- 
ties, inſtead of wiſhing to end, endeavoured, 
with all their power, to prolong the litigation. 

It vexed me to the heart to ſee their pro- 
ceedings. Thoſe who ſuffered, on each 
fide, were deceived; and I conceived the 
vain project of expoſing the truth, and 
obliging theſe diſhoneſt agents to an ac- 
commodation. For this purpoſe I wur- 
neyed to the electoral court, at Man- 
heim, related the facts to the Elector, pro- 
duced a plan of accommodation, which he 
approved, and obtained full powers to act 
as arbitrator, The miniſter of the Elector, 
Bekkers, pretended highly to approve my 
honeſt zeal, conducted me himſelf to an 
audience, made me dine at his houle, took 
"5 me 
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me to the opera, faid a commiſſion was made 
out for my ſon, and forwarded to Aix-la- 
Chapelle, which was a falſity, and, the mo- 
ment he quitted me, ſent poſt to Aix-la- 
Chapelle, thereby to fruſtrate the very at- 
tempt he pretended ſo much to applaud. 
He was himſelf in league with the parties. 
In fine, this honeſt, but filly, interference 
in what did not concern me, brought me 
only trouble, expence, and chagrin. I made 
five ineffectual journies to Manheim, till at 
length I became fo diſſatisfied that I deter- 
mined to quit Aix-la-Chapelle, and pur- 
chaſe an eſtate in Auſtria, where I might 
live in philoſophic eaſe, and purſue the in- 
nocent avocations of agriculture, 

The Bavarian conteſt was at this time in a- 
gitation: my own affairs brought meto Paris, 
and here 1 learned particular intelligence 
of great conſequence : this I communicated 
to the Great Duke of Florence, on my re- 
turn to Vienna. The Duke departed to 
join the army in Bohemia, and I had occa- 
fion again to write to him, and, from the 
importance of'the ſubject, thought it my 

duty 
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duty to ſend a courier, at my own expence: 
The Duke ſhewed my letter to the Em- 
peror; my intelligence was received, but 
1 myſelf remained unnoticed. 

I did not think myſelf very ſafe, in fo- 
reign countries, during the time of war, 
and therefore purchaſed the lordſhip of 
Zwerbach, with appurtenances, which, with 
the concomitant expences, colt me ſixty 
thouſand florins. This lordſhip was in a 
ruinous condition, and was to be reſtored 
by my money and induſtry. 

To conclude this purchaſe, I was obliged 
at great expence, to ſolicit, during eleven 
months, the referendary, Zetto, whoſe pre- 
fent habitation is the houſe of correction, 
and his gnod friend whom he had appoint- 
ed as my curator, and my new eſtate was 
likewife made a Fidei commiſſum, for my kind 
referendaries and curators would not let me 
eſcape contribution. The ſix thouſand flo- 
rins, of which, in one year, they exonerated 
my purſe, would have done my family much 
ſervice. 

In May, 1780, I went to Aix-la Cha- 
peile, where my wife's mother died, in 


H 4 July, 
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July, and in September, my wife, myſelf, 
and family, all came to Vienna, 

My wife ſolicited the miſtrefs of the ce” 
remonies to obtain an audience. Her re— 
queſt was granted; and ſhe had the good 
fortune to gain the entire approbation and 


favour of the Empreſs. Her-kindneſs was 


beyond expreſſion : ſhe herſelf introduced 
my wife to the Arch-Duchefs, as an ex- 
ample for women, and commanded her 
grand miftreſs of the ceremonies to pre- 
icnt her every where. You were unwil- 
ling,“ ſaid ſhe, to accompany your 
huſband into my country, but I hope 
to convince you that you may live hap- 
pier in Auſtria, than at Aix-la-Cha- 
„pelle.“ She laid many other things. 
equally kind. | , 

She next day ſent me her decree, aſſur. 
ing me of a penſion of four hundred florins- 
adding this ſhould not be all ſhe would do 
for me. 

My wife petitioned the Empreſs to grant 
me an audience; her requeſt was complicd 
with, and the Empreſs ſaid to me, This 
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& js the third time in which I would have 
«© made your fortune, had you been fo 
c diſpoſed.” The audience laſted long; 
her diſcourſe was that of a matron. She 
deſired to ſee my children, adding,“ So 
« excellent a mother muſt have brought 
% you charming children.” She then 
ſpoke of my writings. ©** How much good 
„ might you do,” ſaid ſhe, “ would 
you but write in the cauſe of religion!“ 

The proſpect now ſeemed to brighten, 
and a happy futurity to approach. My 
wife received more honour and attention, 
while ſhe remained at Vienna, than many 


of the firſt ladies of the city. 

We departed for Zwerbach, where we 
lived contentedly, but, when we were pre- 
paring to return to Vienna, and folicit the 
reſtitution of a part of my loft fortune du- 
ring this momentary ſunſhine of the coart, 
| the great Tereſa died, and all my hopes 
were over-caſt, | 

I forgot to relate, that after my favour- 
able audience, the Arch-Ducheſs, Maria 
Anna, ſpoke to me in the name of the Em- 
preſs, and deſired me to tranſlate a religi- 

H 5 ous 


( 154 ) 
ous work, written in French, by the Abbe 
Baudrand into German. I replied, I ſhould 
have little fuccefs in tranſlation, but that I 
would obey her Majeſty's commands. Þ? 
began my work, took paſſages from Baud- 
rand, but inſerted more of my own, though 
the cenſor was leſs faſtidious in the exami- 
nation of what was entitled a tranſlation. 
The firſt volume was finiſhed in ſix weeks; 
the Empreſs thought it admirable. The 
ſecond ſoon followed, and I preſented this 
myſelf. She aſked me 1f it equalled the 
firſt : I anſwered, I hoped it would be found 
more excellent. No,” ſaid ſne, I ne- 
« yer in my life, read a better book ;“ 

and added, ſhe much wondered how I 
could write ſo well and ſo quick. I 
promiſed another volume within a month. 

Before the third was ready, Tereſa died, 
and my expectations deſcended. with her to 
the grave. She continually gave orders, 
on her death-bed, to have the writings of 

Baron Frenck read to her; and, though 
her confeffor well knew the injuſtice that 
had been done me, and all I had loſt, yet, 


In 


(_ 15s ) 
ur theſe her laſt moments, when he had the 
moſt fayourable of all opportunities, he 
kept-a daſtardly filence, though he had 
given me his ſacred promiſe to ſpeak in my 
behalf. 

The cenſor permitted me after her death 
and the Arch- Ducheſs even commanded, 
that I ſhould print what I have here ſtate«l 
in the preface to that third volume, and this 
was my only ſatisfact ion. 

Untoward, indeed; has ever been my 
fate. For one and thirty years had I been 
ſoliciting my right, which I never could 
obtain, becauſe: the Empreſs was deceived. 
by wicked men, and believed me.an arch- 


| heretic, In thethirty-ſecond, my wife had 


the good fortune to convince: her this was 
falſe-; ſhe had determined to make me re- 
{titution, and my children tortunate, and 
juſt at this moment ſhe died. 
Oh Fortune, how doſt thou ſport with 
the paſſions of men! Yet, was it not ſo 
much the fault of fortune, as of myſelf, 
I was at length humble enough to accept 
juſtice as a favour, but then it was tgo late. 

H 6 My 
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My heart was conſcious of not needing fx- 
vour or forgiveneſs, for I had never done 
ill; therefore did J continue unfortunate ; 
I choſe the narrow path of innocence, my 
enemies the open field of vice. Their ſta- 
tion was the ſtrongeſt, and they have kept 
poſſeſſion, all conteſt is now paſt, I am too- 
old, and need reft. 

For my children's ſake have I written 
this hiſtory, have told theſe open truths 
which perhaps may draw down new perſe- 
cutions on my head. The friends of inno- 
cence will be their friends. I have taught 
them to live ſatisfied in this world, with 
what is neceſſary, and without that which 
is ſuperfluous. Be this their inheritance 
inſtead of their great Sclavonian eſtates z 
for the reſt, I leave it to God, and that 
good fame in which their nnen have 
always lived. | f 

1 he penſion granted my wife ne Em- 
preſs, in conſequence of my misfortunes, 
and our numerous family, we only chere 
nine months. | 

Of this ſhe was deprived by the new mo- 
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narch, who ſuppreſſed that, and various 
other penſions, as burthenſome to the ſtate. 
He perhaps knew nothing of the affair, as 
I never ſolicited. Yet much has it griev- 
ed me. Perhaps I may find relief when 
the ſighs wrung from me ftha]l reach the 
heart of the father of his people, in this my 
laſt writing. At preſent, nothing for me 
remains, but to live unknown, and buried 
in Zwerbach. 

After the death of the Empreſs, that I 
might fulfil every duty to my family, I 
wrote to the Emperor, delirous to be fully 
informed of what I had to hope. This 
was my memorial. 

Moſt Gracious Emperor, 

* In a work printed at Aix-la-Chapelle, 
« in 1772, the moſt eſſential parts of which 
*© I had the honour to preſent to you, in 
176g, in manuſcript, is the following 
wy paſſage : 

All oppreſſed ſubjects ought, at ſtated 
; hours, to have acceſs to the throne; thoſe 
„ ho. ſhould prefer falſe complaints, ſeek 
© to deceive, orto obtain unmerited favours, 

; ought 
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< ought to be made public examples, 
and ſtand mutilated in the pillory.“ 

© I, melt gracious Sovereign, am the 
© firſt who will pronource judgment on 
«© myſelf, if Iam not able to prove I have 
been moſt unjuſtly oppreſſed under the 
« reign of the great Maria Tereſa, . and 
% deprived of, an immenſe property by 
unjuſt judges, and men in power; I 
therefore humbly pray a judge may be 
appointed,. before whom I may be per-. 
© mitted to produce my proofs. 
| « am, 

& Gracious: Monarch, 
© Your ever faithful. ſubject, 
««'TRENCK.” 
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In vain did I hope an anſwer : my pett- 
tition remained unnoticed, unregarded. 
The Emperor thought proper to collect 
the legacies and monies beſtowed on hoſ- 
pitals, into one fund. The ſyſtem was 
wiſe and good. My coufin Trenck, as J 
have before ſaid, had bequeathed thirty- 
ſix thouſand florins to a hoſpital far the 
poor 
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poor of Bavaria, who had been ruined by 
him, and his pandours. This I ſhewed 
he had no right to do, having deducted the 
ſum from the family eſtates; I therefore. 
petitioned the Emperor that theſe thirty- 
ſix thouſand florins might be reſtored, as 
by right they ought, to me and my 
children, who were the people whom 
Trenck had indeed made poor, nothing of 
the property of his acquiring” having been: 
left to pay this legacy, but, on the contra- 
ry, the money having been violently ex- 
ated from mine. 

Alas! The memorial came before thoſe 
who were ill informed of the truth, or 
deemed the enquiry too laborious. In a 
few days 1t was determined I ſhould be an- 
ſwered in the fame tone in which, for fix 
and thirty years paſt, all my petitions and 
remonftrances had been anſwered : 

THE REQUEST OF THE PETITIONER 
CANNOT BE GRANTED. 

Fortune, my irreconcileable enemy, 
perfecuted me even tn my retreat, Within 
ix years, two deſtructive hailftorms ſwept 
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away my crops; one year was a miſgrowth; 
there were ſeven floods; a rot among my 
ſheep ; all poſſible calamities befel me, and 


my manor. 


The eſtate had been totally ruined, the 
ponds were to drain, the manfion-houſe to 
repair, three farms were to be put into a 
proper condition, and the whole ne ſtocked, 
This rendered me poor, eſpecially as my 
wife's fortune had been ſunken in law: ſuits. 
at Aix la Chapelle and Cologne. 

The unfortunate, miſerable peaſants had 


2 ; 
nothing, therefore, nothing could pay; 


I, on the contrary, was obliged to advance 
them money. My ſons aſſiſted me; and 
we laboured with our hands; my wife, an 
excellent woman, though accuſtomed to 
the affluence of the great world, yet, an- 
xious to fulfil the duties of a mother, took 
care of eight children, without ſo much as 
the help of a maid. We lived in poverty 
and wretchedneſs, obliged to earn our 
daily bread by the ſweat of the brow ; and, 
had the Emperor, by chance, amid his 
peregrinations, viſited Zwerbach, he would 
have 
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have beheld the abode of induſtry and vir- 
tue, exerting themſelves to fulfil all the 
dutics of man, and our ſuffer] rings had cer- 
tainly be lefs ſevere. 

Enough : I have aided myſelf, The 
monarch, who oppreſſed, never beheld 
me crouching to his power. [I have deſer- 
ved a fate more favourable; I avoided a 
place where men are not actuated by the 
love of men, and hid myſelf in my Zwer- 
bach: I ſighed, ſaid nothing, wrote much, 
feared no man, and rather deſired. to ſeek 
the world's utmoſt boundaries, than live a 
witneſs of certain ſcenes. 

The greateſt of all my misfortunes 
was my treatment in the military court, 
where Zetto and Krugel were my referend- 
aries. Zetto had clogged me with a 
curator, and when the cow had no more 
milk to give, they then began to torture 
me with deputations, ſequeſtrations, ad- 
miniſtrations, and executions. Nineteen 
times was I obliged, perſonally, to attend 
in Vienna within two years, and to travel 
fourteen poſts each time at my own ex- 
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pence. This alone ate up my income. 
Every fix years muſt I pay an attorney to 
diſpute, wrangle, and quarrel, in my be- 
half, wuh the curator. Their mutual 
ſquabbles filled huge rolls of writing, for 
all of which I, in the concluſion, was obli- 
ged to pay. If any affair was to be expe- 
dited, I, by a third hand, was obliged 
to ſend the referendary ſome excellent du- 
cats. Did he give judgment, Mill that 
judgment lay fourteen months inefficient, 
and, when it then appeared, the copy was 
falſe, and ſo was ſent to the upper courts, 
the high referendary of which faid © I 
„ muſt be diſlodged from Zwerbach.”* 

Trae it is, no ſuch ſentence was ever 
inferted in their proceedings, and, proba- 
bly, he in turn may be diſlodged himſelf 
from the feat of judgment, and once more 
become the companion of the honorable 
Zetto, in the houſe of correction. So ſhall 
his power be loſt, to diſlodge, to baniſh, 
worthy citizens from the. territories of 
| Auſtri ia. | 


They 
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They obliged me at laſt to purchaſe my 
naturalization. I ſent to Pruſſia for my 
pedigree, where the family had been 
known four hundred years ; the atteſtation 
of this was ſent me by Count Hertzberg. 
Although the family of Trenck had a hun- 
dred years been landholders in Hungary, 
yet was my attorney, by order of the court, 
obliged to ſolicit the inſtrument called 
ritter-diploma, for which, under pain of 
execution, I muſt pay two thouſand 
florins. Thus are men treated in Vienna, 
and this treatment I certainly ſhall not 
ſoon forget. 

By decree, a Pruſſian nobleman is not 
noble in Auſtria? In Auſtria! Where 
every lackey, every worthleſs fellow, can 
purchaſe a dipola, making him a knight 
of the empire, for twelve hundred wretch- 
cd {florins ! Where money is the only merit 
neceſſary for acquiring the title of Count! 
Where ſuch men as P— and Graſſalko- 
witz have purchaſed the dignity of PRINCE ! 

| am, at length, ſuffered to be at reſt. 
They, by whom I was perſccuted, inſtead 

ot 


„ 


elc anſing courts of juſtice, cleanſe the ſtreets. 


They may, verhaps, ſoon have company. 

Tortured by courts, terrified by hail— 
florms, I determined to dread them no 
more, determined to depend on the pro- 
ductions of my pen, and to publiſh a col- 
lection of my works in eight volumes, and 
this hiſtory of my life. 

Fourteen months accompliſhed this pur- 
pole. My labours found a favourable re- 
ception through all Germany, procured. 
me money, eſteem, and honour, and | will 
now no more ſtruggle through my few re- 
maining years under the burthen of law- 
fuits, curators, referendaries, attornies, 
courts of juſtice, and the unwortny in 
authority, I will live as if I never had pof- 
ſeſſed any property on this poor earth but 
what is included within my own head, By 
my own writings only will I ſeek the means 
of exiſtence ; by my writings only endea- 
vour to obtain the approbation and the 
love of men. 

For this I need not be of any country, 


want no title, no protection, no court fa— 
vour, 


plans wa. 


1 


vour, no lordſhips, no particular place of 
abode, no uniform, no Fidei commiſſ-curator! 
I am a free burger of the world, dependent 
on no earthly prince ; and to my children 
I will leave my literary property. This 
nothing can confiſcate, 
„ es m Tak Foo, WRT 9 SO 
On the 22d of Auguſt, 1786, the news 
arrived that Frederic the Great had left 
this world ! 
REEF OT 
The preſent reigning monarch, the beſt 
among the friends of men, the witneſs of 
my ſufferings in my native country, imme- 
diately ſent me a royal paſſport for Berlin, 
The confiſcation of my eſtates was annul- 
led, and my deceaſed brother, in Pruſſia, 
nad left my children his heirs! 


VVV 

journey, with the imperial permiſſion, 
back to my country, which I have been 
two and forty years expelled ! I journey 
not as a pardoned malefactor, but as a man 
whoſe innocence has been eſtabliſhed by 
the whole tenor of his actions, has been 
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proved in his writings, and who is journey- 
ing to receive his reward ! 

Here I ſhall once more encounter my 
old friends, my relations, and thoſe who 
have known me in the day of my afffiction. 
Here ſhall I appear, not as my country's 
Traitor, but as my country's Martyr ! The 
Martyr of Virtue ! 

What is the expanſion of my ſoul at ob- 
taining that for which 1 fo long have la- 
boured ! What my joy at the proſpect of 
futurity, at the victory which fortitude, 
honour, and truth, unſhaken, have won! 
I imagined my end would have been, what 
my life was, tragical ! But a different ſcene 
opens to my view. Of this refplendent 
ſcene again ſhall I appear one, and now 
have I to prove I am the very man I have 
ſo often aſſerted myſelf to be, in this 
mournful hiſtory. Yet is it a great under- 
taking for a grey head, become grey in its 
conteſts with misfortune, and requiring re- 
tirement and reſt. Slumbering ambition, 
lulled by philoſophy, again is rouſed, ani- 
mates and inſpires my ſoul, prompting me 

9 


. 
to ſeek that reward for others which once 
I fought for myſelf. To them ] leave my 
name and rights; to them, whom, not re- 
quiring their conſent, I called into exiſt- 
ence ; who, from the example of their fa- 
ther, contemplating the paſt, might ima- 
gine this nether world only the hell of man, 
and that they muſt firſt expect the rewards 
of virtue beyond the grave, had they not 
learned, from my example, alſo to expect 
better of futurity. Yes, for my eight child- 
ren will I till live; I will conduct them into 
thoſe paths of honour in which I was my- 
ſelf conducted by my anceſtors: paths to me 

ſo gloomy, yet ſo glorious. 

Safe am I arrived in haven, a weather 
beaten, but experienced, ſhipman, enabled 
to indicate the hidden rocks and quick- 
| ſands of this life's perturbed ſhores ; often 
have I ſtruck, often been wrecked, but 
never foundered. 

Poſſible, though little probable, are 
ſtill future ſtorms. For theſe, alſo, am 1 
prepared. Long had I reaſon daily to 
curſe the riſing fun, and, ſetting, to behold 
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it with horror. Death to me appears the 
greateſt benefit; a certain paſſage fiom agita- 
tion to peace, from motion to reſt, I fear not 
the terr.fic dreams of futurity. As for my 
children, they, jocund in youth, delight in 
preſent exiſtence. When I have fulfilled 
the duties of a father, to live or die will 
then be as I ſhall pleaſe ; nor is it impoſſible 
but a remarkable ſupplement may follow, 
of the ſtrange viciſſitudes of this my life, 
in which ! may {peak more openly of things 
I bave been, in prudence, obliged partly to 
conceal. 

Thou, oh God! my righteous judge, 
didſt ordain that I ſhould be, that] might 
remain, an example of ſuffering to the 
world; thou madett me what I am, gaveſt 
me theſe ſtrong paſſions, theſe quick 
nerves, this univerſal glow, this thrilling 
of the blood, when I behold injuſtice. 
Strong was my mind, that deeply it might 
meditate on deep ſubjects; ſtrong my me- 
mory, that theſe meditations I might re- 
tain; ſtrong my body, that proudly it 
might ſupport all it has pleaſed thee to 
inflict, 

Could 


* 
; 
N 
N 
* 
1 


( 169 ) 

Could I believe, with St. Paul, that 
there are, indeed, veſſels of wrath fitted 
for deſtruction, then might I affirm that, 
to ſuch, this world were a hell. But not 
ſo: with the eyes of philoſophy I con- 
template the good God, who himſelf is 
void of wrath, revenge, or the poor 
paſſions by which his poor creatures are 
tortured, Him have I to thank for ena- 
bling me to encounter and to conquer a 
hoſt of troubles, and leaving me ſtill in 
being to reap the fruit of my victories. 

Should I continue to exitt, ſhould iden- 
tity go with me, and ſhould I know what 
was then, when I was called Trenck ; 
when that combination of particles which 
Nature commanded ſhould compoſe this 
body, ſhall be decompoſed, ſcattered, or 
in other bodies united; when I have no 
muſcles to att, no brain to think, no re- 
tina on which pictures can mechanically 
be painted, my eyes waſted, and no tongue 
remaining to pronounce the Creator's 
name, ſhould I ſtill behold a Creator; 
then, oh then, will my ſpirit mount, and 
Vol. 11. 1 indu- 
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indubitably aſſociate with the ſpirits of the 
juſt, that expectant wait their golden harps, 
and glorious crowns, from the moſt high 
God For human weakneſſes, human 
failings, ariſing from our nature, ſpring- 
ing from our temperament, which the 
Creator has ordained, ſhall . be even thus, 
and no otherwile ; for thele have I ſuffered 
enough on earth ; for theſe can I have 
nothing to fear beyond the grave, from a 
juſt God, who made me man, and not 
angel, and ſtationed me in that world in 
which his own hand had mingled good 
and evil. 

Such is my confeſſion of faith : in this 
have I lived, in this will I die. The duties 
of a man, and of a Chriſtain, I have ful- 
filled ; nay, often have exceeded, often 
have been too benevolent, too generous ; 
perhaps alſo too proud, too vain; I could 
not bend, although liable to be broken. 

Many a ſleepleſs night has a noble thirſt of 
knowledge made me paſs. Exiſtence was 
given man to be employed—! ſhall have 
ſleep enough in eternal night. 

That 
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That I have not ſerved the world in acts 
and employments where beſt I might, is, 
perhaps, my own fault; the fault of my 
manner, which is now too radical to be 
corrected, in this my ſixtieth year.— Ves, 
1 acknowledge my failing, acknowledge 
it unbluſhingly ; nay, glory in the pride of 
a noble nature. Joy ſhall ſpring up and 
quicken in my heart, when my example, 
the inſtructions I give to youth, ſhall teach 
them, idle and thoughtleſs as they ofter'are, 
virtue and wiſdom, and thus enſure their 
| happineſs. Joy ſhall make my white locks 
again youthful, when grey beards ſhall 
learn, from me, to think and act more ho. 
nourably, and to die tranquilly. Joy 
ſhall gain enlighten my foul, when the de- 
ceitful ſhall become honeſt ; the idle in- 
duſtrious ; the ignorant learned; the ſlave 
a free man; and the man of fin, upright, 
Juſt, and benevolent. 

For myſelt, I aſk nothing of thoſe who, 
having read my hiſtory, ſhall become my 
friends, for nothing I need ; but to them 
do I commit my wife and children, My 
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eldeſt ſon is a lieutenant in the Tuſcany re- 
giment of cavalry, under General Laſcy, 
and does honour to his father's principles. 
The ſecond ſerves his preſent Pruſſian 
majeſty, as enſign in the Poſadowſky dra- 
goons, with equal promiſe. The third is 
{till a child, —My daughters will make 
worthy men happy, for they have imbibed 
virtue and gentleneſs with their mother's 
milk. Monarch's may hereafter remember 
what J have ſuffered, what I have loſt, and 
what is due to my aſhes. With this reflec- 
tion I calmly quit the world. 

Here do I publicly declare I will 

' ſeek no other revenge againſt my enemies 
than that of defpifing their evil deeds. It 
is my wiſh, and ſhall be my endeavour, 
difficult as is the taſk, to forget the paſt, 
and, having committed no offence, neither 
will I ſolicit monarchs for favour and poſts 
of honour, but, as 1 have lived a free man, 

a free man will I die. 

Let the wiſe and benevolent reader grant 
me compaſſion, and, by my example, 


avoid much of that miſery in which too 
much 
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much raſhneſs, or too little caution, has 
inyolved me. 

He, whoſe untimely ambition impels 
him to undertakings beyond his ſtrength ; 
he, who concerns himſelf with affairs not 
properly his own ; he, who eres himſelf 
into a reformer of this world's abuſes, will 
be the martyr of virtue, or, perhaps, the 
dupe of folly, and, after having lived per- 
fecuted, may even have the fortune to die 
deſpiſed. 

1 conclude this part of my hiſtory on the 
evening preceding my journey to Berlin; 
now, when I take leave of my beloved wife 
and children. Grant, oh God, that for 
them I may journey ! God grant I may 
encounter no new afflictions, to be inſerted 
in the third volume of this tragical hiſtory, 
Higher and better be my hopes. 


Dated at the Caſtle of Zwerbach, 
December 18th, 1786. 
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I concluded the ſecond volume“ of my 
hfe with preparations for my journey to 
Berlin, whence the magnanimous Frede- 
ric William ſent me the deſired paſſ- 
port. This journey I cheerfully prepared 
to undertake, but my ever envious fate 
threw me on the bed of ſickneſs, inſomuch 
that ſmall hope remained I ever ſhould 
ægain behold the country of my forefathers, 
or outlive the moment which 1 had been 
twenty years in anxious expectation of be- 
holding. I ſeemed following the Great 
Frederic to the manſions of the dead; then 
ſhould 1 never have concluded my ſecond 
volume, have written this my third, or ob- 
tained the victory by which Jam now ſo 
gloriouſly crowned. 

A variety of obſtacles being overcome, | 
found it neceſſary to make a journey into 
Hungary, which was one of the moſt reno- 
valing and pleaſant of my whole life. 
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Wherever I went, eſpecially at Ofen and 
Peſt, I met that honourable reception, 
thar ſenſibility of ſoul, the full enjoyment 
of which, he only can feel, who ſolely ſeeks 
the approbation of the wiſe, the worthy, 
and the juſt. I have no words to expreſs 
my ſenſations, my ardent wiſhes for the 
welfare of a nation, where I met ſo many 
proofs of honourable friendſhip. Where- 
ever I appeared, I was welcomed, and fol- 
lowed with that love and enthuſiaſm which 
only await the fathers of their country. 
The valour of my couſin Trenck, who died 
üngloriouſly in the Spielberg, the loſs of my 
great Hungarian eſtates, the fame of my 
writings, and the cruelty of my ſufferings, 
had gone before me. Theſe muſt I thank 
for a reception which I never can forget. 
The officers of the army, the nobles of the 
land, alike teſtified the warmth of their 
eſteem. | 

Suck is the reward of the upright ; ſuch 
too are the proots that this nation knows 
the juſt value of fortitude and virtue. Have 
not reaſon to glory in this; to publiſh 
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my gratitnde, and, to recommend my chil- 
dren to thoſe who, when I am no more, 
{hall dare uprightly to determine concern- 
ing the rights which have unjuſtly been 
ſnatched from me in Hungary? For my- 
ſelf, I am content, nay rewarded, when 
commiſerated as a martyr to the love of 
truth, of which 1 have ever ſtood the un- 
daunted advocate. 

Not a man in Hungary, thoſe only ex- 
cepted who were intereſted in my oppreſ- 
ſion, but will proclaim I have been unjuſt- 
ly dealt by: yet have I good reaſon to ſuſ- 
pect I never ſhall find redreſs. Sentence 
has been already given ; judges, more ho- 
neſt, cannot, without difficulty, reverſe 
old decrees ; and the preſent poffeffors of 
my fine eſtates, are alſo too powerful, too 
intimate with the governors of the earth, 
for me to hope l ſhall hereafter be more hap- 
PY» God knows my heart :—I wiſh" the 
preſent poſſeſſors may render ſervices to the 
itate, equal to thoſe rendered by the fami- 
ly of zie Trencks; or to thoſe that family 
would have rendered, had its capability, 

| | and 
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and the uprightneſs of its intentions, been 
ſooner and more properly eſtimated. 

There is little probability I ſhould ever 
behold my worthy and noble friends in 
Hungary more. Here I bid them adieu, 
promiſing them to endeavour to pals the re- 
mainder of my life ſo as ſtill to merit the 
approbation of a people, with whoſe aſhes 
I would moſt willingly have mingled my 
own, May the God of heaven proſper their 
undertakings ! May the God of heaven pre- 
ferve every Hungarian from a fate fimilar 
to mine! A fate, which ſtill unredreſſed, I 
fuffer ; and, with ſighs and defpair, to ſut- 
fer muſt ſtill continue. 

The Croats have ever been reckoned 
rude and uncuitivated. In Vienna, men 
talk of their ſeminaries, their academies, 
and their ſcience: yet, among this rude 
and wncultivated people, I found more 
fubſcribers to my writings than among all 
the learned men of Vienna; and, in Hun- 
gary, more than in all the remainder of the 


Auſtrian dominions. 
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The wife literati of the capital are little 
in queſt of freedom. The Hungarians, 
the unlettered Croats, ſeek information. 
The poliſhed people of Vienna aſk their 
confeſſors, permiſſion to read inſtructive 
books. Various ſubſcribers, having read 
the firſt volume of my works, brought it 
back, and re-demanded their money, be- 
cauſe ſome monk had told them. it was a 
book dangerous to be read. The very 
judges of their courts have re- ſold them to 
the bookſellers, for a few pence, or given 
them to thole who had the care of their 
conſciences, to burn. 

The Hungarians have read with avidity ; 
have thanked me moſt fincerely for the in- 
ſtruction they had received, and the attempts 
I had made to deſtroy vulgar prejudices. 
In Vienna, alone, was my life decried as a 
romance; in Hungary, on the contrary, 
J found the compaſſion of men, their 
friendſhip, and effectual aid. Had my 
book been the production of an Engliſh- 
man, good wiſhes would not have been 
his only reward : lords and ladies would 


. have 
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have ſubſcribed, to have procured him 
eaſe, and the ſtate itſelf would have ſelect- 


ed him as a man who, in juſtice, muſt have 
retribution, 


We poor German writers have cenſors 
and intereſted critics to encounter, if we 
would ſpeak truth, and unmaſk injuſtice z 
and, if a book finds a rapid ſale, mean and 


diſhoneſt printers iſſue ſpurious editions, 


defrauding the author of his lahours. 
Such privileged wretches derive profit 
from theft, yet aſſociate themſelves in com- 
panies, appear in the ſociety of honeſt men, 
and are enabled, by their ill-gotten gains, 
to purchaſe patents of nobility in Vienna: 
yet courts of juſtice, that would execute a 
man, as a thief, whom hunger had com- 
pelled to ſteal. a loaf of bread, behold theſe 
practices with indifference. Such. govern- 
ments are ignorant of the real influence 
of knowledge on the wealth and power of 
ſtates. To keep the uſeful writer poor and 
unprotected, or not to incite his induſtry 
by honour and reward, is political igno- 
rance and error of infinite importance. 

1 6 What 
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Want of teachers is want of knowledge. 
Men of genius, unſupported, will quit 
their country; or, if they remain, will be 
devoured by chagrin and conflicting paſ- 
ſions, or waſte their lives in exertions 
merely mechanical. Induſtry unreward- 
ed, ſlumbers inactive; and, where true 
ſcience is not, there will the libraries 
and minds of men be loaded with 
contemptib.e and deſtructive theological 
diſputes, Prieſtcraft and Rome flouriſh, 
and the ſtate remains in ignorance. Uſe- 
tul men are wanting 1n countries where the 
canons of the church and military tactics 
can ſubject and deſtroy, but cannot en- 
lighten and regenerate. 

The encouragement of the learned pro- 
duces able and ſcientific teachers, and, 
from their ſeminaries, men of genius occa- 
ſionally come forth, If obliged to write 


for their daily bread, the minds of ſuch 


men begin to de pond; paid by the ſheer, 
they write haſtily, inſtead of producing 
thoſe beautiful original works, of which 
they are capable. The world is thus 1n- 

undated 
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undated with books and pamphlets ; the un- 
diſcerning reader knows not which to ſe- 
lect; the more intelligent are diſguſted, or- 
do not read at all; and a work of merit thus 
becomes as little profitable to the author as 
to the ſtate, 

The reader will pardon this digreſſion, 
and will further permit me to remark, that 
thoſe critical writings, the intent of which 
is only to diſcover faults in, and blame all 
other writings, ſerve but to deprefs the 
firſt efforts of genius, and injure the belt of 
authors in the opinion of the ill-judging; 
yet he who criticiſes will gain as muchas 
he who invents. | 

Thoſe who have read the writings of 
Gellert, are ſtill defirous of hearing what 
ſlander and envy have to alledge. Curio- 
ſity induces us to ſeek the aid of optics, 
that we may diſcover the ſpots in the ſun, 
and thoſe the fimple gazer imagines he has 
ſeen, when the i1poſter, that preſents the 
teleſcope, has previouſly ſpotted the glaſs. 

The man who invents does but ſmile at 
thoſe whoattend only tothe order of words, or 


the 
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the placing of commas ; or who detect lim 
in having, for a moment, forgotten his: 
grammer: yet ſuch infects mull exit, — 
The caterpillar will deſcroy- the bloom of 
the peach, nay, will devour the iruic ; but 
what ſhould be ſaid to the gardiner, who, 
therefore, roots up the tree, or ſo. lops its 
branches as to render 1t barren ;—what, 
indeed, ſhould he plant the thiſtle in its 
place? | 
I left Vienna on the 5th of January, and. 
came to Prague. Here I found nearly the: 
ſame reception as in Hungary; my writ- 
ings had been univerſally read. Citizens, 
noblemen, and noble ladies, treated me 
with like favour and friendſhip; may they, as 
they merit, live happy, in connubaal love! 
may the monarch know how to value and: 
employ men of generous feelings and en- 
larged underſtandings, whom here, con- 
trary to expectation, I found | 
I reluctantly bade adieu to Prague, and 
continued my journey to Berlin. Here, in 
Bohemia, I took leave of my ſon, a lieu- 
tenant in the ſecond regiment of carabi- 
neers, 
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neers, who ſaw his grey-headed father, 
and his two brothers, deſtined for the Pruſ- 
fian ſervice, depart. He felt the full 
weight of this feparation : I reminded him 
of his duty to the ſtate he ſerved ; I ſpoke 
of the fearful fate of his uncle and father 
in Auſtria, and of the poſſeſſors of our vaſt 
eſtates in Hungary.—He ſhrunk back—a 
look from his father pierced him tothe ſoul— 
tears ſtood in his eyes—his youthful blood 
flowed quick, and the following expreſſions 
burſt ſuddenly from his lips: © call 
4 God to witneſs, that Iwill prove myſelf 
« worthy of my father's name, and that, 
© while I live, his enemies ſhall be mine.” 

What are the feelings of a father, who 
in his ſon embraces his friend ! His brothers 
wept, nor could I retain my tears. The 
beſt opportunities this to inſtil the beſt of 
principles; and here I remind them of 
the holy covenant we then made—charging 
them to read this, and remember it when 
I am laid low in the grave. The monarch, 
who ſhall wiſh to retain them in his 
ſervice, may reſt aſſured of their fidelity, 


Zeal 
3, 
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zeal, and their powers of mind.—Acuated 


by the nobleſt ſpirit of ambition, they will 


endure no diſhonour ; and ſo, not endur- 
ing, only, will they fulfil my wiſhes and 
commands. \ | f 

At Peterſwalde, in the road to Drefden, 
my carriage broke down; my life was en- 
dangered, and my ſon received a contufion 
inthe arm. The eryſipelas broke out on 
him at Berlin, and I could not preſent him 
to the King during a month after my ar- 
rival. 

1 had been but a ſhort time at Berlin be- 
fore the well-known miniſter, Count Hertz- 
berg, with whom I had been acquainted 
at Aix-la-Chapelle, received me with all 
poſſible kindneſs. Every man to whom his 
private and internal worth are known, not 
ſeeking the addition of titles, will congra- 
tulate the ſtate that has the wiſdom and 
good fortune to beſtow on him ſo high an 
office. His ſcholaſtic and practical learn- 
ing, his knowledge of languages, his ac- 
quaintance with the profound ſciences, are 
indeed wonderful, His diſcourſe is elo- 
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quent, his writings are original, his charac- 
ter noble, and his heart feeling. His zeal 
for his country is ardent, his love of his 
king unprejudiced, his induſtry admirable, 
his firmneſs that of a man, and his behavi- 
our in private amiable, and deſtitute of 
miniſterial arrogance, He is the moſt ex- 
perienced and beſt informed man in the 
Pruſſian ſtates, on the ſubject of internal 
c&conomy. He harangues molt inſtructive- 
ly in the aſſemblies of the Royal Academy 
of Berlin, and ſpeaks with equal affability 
and philanthropy to the poor peafant. The 
very cnemies of his country may rely on his 
word: the eftabliſhment of the Pruſſian 
power is the object of his heart, though he 
is incapable of ſeeking even this in the inſi- 
dious paths of Machiavelian politics. The 
artful he can encounter with art ; thoſe wha 
menace, with defiance and fortitude ; and, 
with wife foreſight, can avert the riſing 
ſtorm. The duties of his laborious ſtation 
he himfeif fulfils, He ſeeks not ſplendor 
in ſumptuous entertainments, and oſtenta- 
ous retinue; but, if he can only enrich 
the 
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the ſtate, and behold the people happy, ke 
is himſelf willing to remain poor. Hes 
eſtate, Brieſs, near Berlin, is no Chante- 
loup, but a model for thoſe patriots who- 
would ſtudy ceconomy,, Here he, every 
Wednefday, after ſevere fatigue, enjoys re- 
creation. The ſervices he renders the 
kingdom colt it only five thouſand: rix- 
dollars yearly ; he: therefore lives wichout 
oltentation, yet becoming his ftate, and 
with {plendor when + ſplendor is neceſſary. 
Tle does not, like other miniſters, plunder 
the public treaſury that he may preſerve his 
own property. The labours he performs 
render his life unenviable, nor will his death 

be rich. „ eee ee 
This Man, whom without flattery T have 
deſcribed, is he who will live ſo conſpicu- 
ous in the annals of Pruſſia; he who was 
ſo inceſſantly employed under the great 
Frederic; who ſo much contributed to 
make him great; had ſo much influence 
in the cabinets of Europe ſo much drew 
the attention of thinking men; who alone 
enjoyed the confidence and honour of being 
admitted 
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admitted a witneſs of the laſt actions, the 
laſt ſenſations, of his dying king; yet who, 
during his whole life, favoured as he was 
by this king, never aſked, nor ever receiv- 
ed the leaſt gratuity, This is the miniſter 
whoſe perfonal converſation I had two 
months the happineſs to partake at Aix- 
la-Chapelle and Spa, whoſe approbation 1 
obtained, whoſe welfare 1s the wiſh of my 
heart, and whoſe memory I ſhall ever re- 
vere. Ample be the rewards his country 
ſhali beſtow ! Never may envy detrad from 
his merits, or diſquiet his grey bairs, when 
he ſhall find reaſon, at length, to live for 
himſelf, or with glory to lay down that bur- 
then, which no other fingle man will be 
tound potent enough to bear ! 
I was received with diſtinction at his 
table, where I aſſociated with the moſt 
learned members of the Berlin-Academy, 
and became acquainted with thoſe whoſe 
ſcience maſt had benefited and honoured 
the Pruſſian ſtates; nor was any thing 
more flattering to my ſelf-love, than that 
3 men 
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| men like theſe ſhould think me worthy 
| their friendſhip. 
| Not many days paſſed before I was pre- 
ſented at court by the Pruſſian chamber- 
| lain, Prince Sacken ; as it is not cuſtomary 
1 at Berlin for a foreign ſubject to be preſent- 
4 ed by the miniſter of his own court. Though 
a Pruſſian ſubject, I wore the imperial uni- 
form. 

The King received me with remarkable 
condeſcenſion: all eyes were directed to- 
ward me, each perſon took me by the hand, 
each welcomed me to my country. This 
moved me the more by being remarked by 
the foreign miniſters, who aſked, with 
furprife, who that Auſtrian officer could be 
who was received with ſo much affection, 
and ſuch evident joy, in Berlin. The gra- 
cious Monarch himſelf gave tokens of a 
noble pleaſure, at beholding me thus fur- 
rounded. Among the reſt, came the 
worthy and honourable general Pritwitzg 
who embraced me, and ſaid aloud—— 

This is the gentleman who might have 

« ruined 
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ruined me, to effect his own deliver- 
ance,” | 


Confuſed at ſo public a declaration, I 


deſired him to expound this riddle ; and 
he added—— 
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«© ] was obliged to be one of your guards 
on your unfortunate journey, from Dante 
zic to Magdeburg, in the year 1754, 
when I was a lientenant. On the road 
I left my eſcort behind, and continued 
alone with you in an open carriage. 
This gave you an opportunity to eſcape, 
but you forbore. I afterwards ſaw ghe 
danger to which 1 had expoſed myſelf. 
Had you been leſs noble-minded, had 
ſuch a priſoner eſcaped, through my 
negligence, I had certainly been ruined, 
Ihe king believed you alike dangerous, 
and deſerving of puniſhment. I, therefore, 
here publicly acknowledge you as my ſa- 
viour, and am in gratitude your friend.“ 


The reader need but refer to the firſt 
volume, and he will find this noticed; but, 
when J wrote it, I knew not the generous 
man, who wiſhed me ſo well, was the pre- 
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ſent General Pritwitz. That he ſhould 
himſelf remind me of this incident does 
him the greater honour. 

The magnanimity of the action might be 
called in doubt by all who do not know 
that, even in chains, I might have eſcaped, 
would I have deceived thoſe who honoured 
me with their confidence. When impri- 
ſoned in Glatz, I was permitted to hunt; 
a friend remained in my bed, and I re- 
turned, as a man of honour ought. My 
eſtabliſhed character in this reſpect was 
public in Magdeburg. I have given re- 
peated proofs that I would not owe my own 
welfare to another's misfortune : yet I my- 
felf doubt the motives of my own conduct 
in journeying from Dantzic. The conki- 
dential manner in which I was treated Jul - 
led me into ſecurity ; my conſcience, void 
of guilt, could not lead me to dread the 
miſeries of Magdeburg—In fine, my fate 
ſo would have it that I ſhould remain ten 
years impriſoned. Could J have foreſeen, 
could 1 have ſuſpected what I was to ſuffer, 
| ſhould probably have eſcaped, and the 

worthy 
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worthy Pritwitz would have been caſhiered. 
In all the various accidents of life, when 
in danger, I have never heſitated, but ſud- 
denly reſolved, and ſometimes raſhly-this 
journey alone excepted. Such is the intri- 
cacy of the fate of man, a clue to which 
the wiſe will not attempt to find. Why 
was I at one moment ſo irreſolute, and 
ſo head-ſtrong at every other? Why does 
the braveſt ſoldier at certain times ap- 
pear a coward, and, thereby, loſe all 
former hard-earned fame? Why does 
the coward himſelf feel intervals of cou- 
rage? The body's injuries add to, or di- 
miniſh, the mind's vigour. The will de- 
pends on the ſtomach's concoction. He, 
whoſe rapid circulation never ſuffers him 
to ſtand ſtill, yet cannot riſe and dance, if 
ſuffering from indigeſtion. If the weather 
be gloomy, ſo often will be the iutellect. 
Such are mechanical cauſes; he who 
would feek reaſons more ſublime, which I 
have not to give, muſt apply to his guar- 
dian ange, or the ſwatming ſprites of Swe- 
denburg, 
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denburg, and there he ſhall find ſhade 
without body, and body without ſhade. 
Having been introduced at court, I 
thought it neceſſary to obſerve cuſtomary 
ceremonies, and was preſented by the Im- 
perial ambaſſador Prince Reuſs to all fo- 
reign miniſters, and ſuch families as are in 
the routine of admitting ſuch viſits. I was 
received by the Prinse Royal, the reigning 
Queen, the Queen Dowager, and the whole 
royal family, in the various palaces, with 
eſteem and favour never to be forgotten. 
His royal highneſs Prince Henry, the well- 
known partaker of his brother's glory, in- 
vited me to a private audience, continued 
long in converſation with me, teſtified the 
utmoſt compaſſion at what I had under. 
gone, promiſed me his future protection, 
admitted me to his private concerts, and 
made me ſtay and ſup at court. 
A like reception I experienced in the 
palace of Prince Ferdinand of Brunſwick, 
where I frequently dined and ſupped. 
His prince;s, well worthy a crown, took 
delight in hearing my natratives, and in 
my 
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my knowledge' of men ahd manners, and 
loaded me with favours. 

Prince Ferdinand's mode of educating 
his children 1s exemplary and well worthy. 
imitation. From this family, the world, 
; with good reaſon, has much to expect. 
Ie ſons are inſtructed in the ſoldier's 
5 duties, their bodies are inured to the incle- 
mencies of weather, ſuch as the meaneſt 
man in an army muſt ſupport; they are 
taught to ride, to ſwim, and are ſteeled to 
all the fatigues of war. Therefore 1s their 
growth like the ceder in Labanon, and their 
minds as exalted, _ Princely pride they 
only know to deſpiſe. 'Their hearts are 
formed for friendſhip, and pant to acquire 
all the fame of noble deeds, which, for. 
this reaſon, they cannot fail to attain. 
Happy the ſtate wherein they are born ! 
Happy the nation in defence of which they 
are to act! | 

Never yet has flattery degraded my pen, 
nor be it now ſuſpected, when I faw how 
bighly I honour their noble mother, who 
has educated her ſons for their country's 
VOL, 11, K 8 good, 
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good, teaching them not the effeminate 
and contemptible vices, but, the high 
duties of princes, accuſtomed them like 
men to labour, like men to grow wiſe. 
1 ſpeak from knowledge, therefore my 


word is not liable to reproof. I have 


ſaid too little. The ſelection of thoſe who 
were to teach them wiſdom, to improve 
their natural talents, inſtru them to go- 
vern their paſſions, enlarge their views, 
and ſtrengthen their love of mankind, 
was certainly moſt fortunate, and as well 
diſplays the penetration of thoſe who cho 
them, as the views with which they were 
choſen. 


How immenſe the difference between 


this and the mode I have ſeen practiſed 


in other countries, where, ſhuddering, 
I have beheld future deſpots in puny boys: 
How ridiculous theſe their Royal Highneſs 
appear, who, though born to rule, ace 
not, in real worth or abilities, and de- 
{erving to be the lackeys of the leaſt of thoſe 
whom they treat with contempt; and 
yet who ſwell, ftru:, ſtride, and contem- 


plate 
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plate themſelves as creatures effentially dif- 
ferent by nature, and of a ſuperior rank in 
the ſcale of beings, though in reality, their 
minds are of the loweſt, the meaneſt, claſs. 

Happy the ſtate whole prince 1s deeply 
imprefled with a ſenſe that the people are 
not his property, but he the property of 
the people! Would men ever have been 
{courged by the iron whip of arbitrary 
power, had not their minds, from infancy, 
been poiſoned with ſlaviſh principles; had 
not the few wiſe been unable to actuate and 
inſpire the crouching vaſſal ſwarm? A 
prince, beloved by his people, will ever 
render a nation more happy than he whoſe 
only wiſh is to inſpire fear. 

The pleaſure I received at Berlin was 
great indeed. When I went to court, the 
honeſt citizens crouded to fee me; and, 
when any one among them ſaid ** Thar is 
** Trenck,” the reſt would cry —* Wel- 
come once more to your country!“ 
while many would reach me their hands, 
with the tears ſtanding in their eyes. Fre- 
quent were the ſcenes I expericaced of this 
'K 2 kind. 
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kind. No pardoned malefactor would have 
been thus received——Qh no !——It was 


the ſweet reward of innocence : this re- 


ward was fully beſtowed throughout the 
Pruſſian territories. | 


Oh world, ill-judging world, deceived 
by ſhow ! Doſt thou not blindly follow the 
opinton of the prince, be he ſevere or 1n- 
dulgent, arbitrary or juſt? The cenſure 
and the praiſe equally originate in common 
report, I am of this an exemplary proof. 
in Magdeburg I lay, chained to the wall, 
ten years, ſighing in wretched neſs, ſuffer— 
ing every calamity of hunger, cold, naked- 
neſs, and contempt, And wherefore ? 
Becauſe the King, deceived by ſlanderers, 
pronounced me worthy of puniſhment. 
Becauſe a wiſe King giſtook me, and treat- 
ed me with barbarity. Becaufe a prudent 
King knew he had done wrong, yet would 
not have it fo ſuppoſed. So was his heart 
turned to ſtone; nay, oppoſed by manly 
fortitude, was enraged to cruelty, Moft 
men were convinced I was an innocent 
jufferer, “ Yet did they all cry out the 

more, 
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& more, ſaying, let him be crucified! — 
„% And why? What evil hath he done?“ 
Frederic had pronounced the ſentence. . It 
was his will, and I muſt be deemed. a male- 
factor. My very relations were aſhamed to 
hear my name. My ſiſter was barbarouſly 
treated becauſe ſhe compaſſionately aſſiſted 
me in my misfortunes. No man durſt 
openly avow himſelf my friend, durſt own 
1 merited compaſſion ; or, much lels, that 
the infallible King had erred. I was the 
molt deſpiſed, forlorn man on earth; and, 
when thus put on the rack, had I there ex- 
pired, my epitaph would have been, 
Here lies the traitor Trenck.” 

Frederic 1s dead, and the ſcene is chang- 
ed: another monarch has aſcended the 
throne, and the grub is changed to a 
beautiful butterfly! The ſun is riſen, and 
the light ſhines upon my hiſtory and myſelf. 
The witneſſes to all I have aſſerted are ſtill 
living, loudly now proclaim the truth, and 
embrace me with heartfelt affetion. The 
univerſal contempt of error, which I fo 
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Jong endured, is now changed to univerfal 
admiration and eſteem ! 

The grandees of the earth, who, thirty 
years, or even as many months ago, Fre- 
deric being alive, would not have deigned 
a look, or deemed me worthy of the ſmalt- 
ec compaſſion, not condeſcendingly em- 
brace me ! Frederic William has done me 
juſtice. Frederic be Great lies filent, un- 
able to gainſay the ſentence * I am yet the 
ſame; great as is this change. | 

Does the worth of man depend upon his 
attions ? his reward or puniſhment upon 
his virtue? In arbitrary ſtates certainly 
not. They depend on the breath of a king ! 
Frederic was the moſt penetrating prince 
of his age, but the moſt obſtinate alſo ; the 
moſt unrelenting whenever he encountered 
oppoſition, or, by perſiſting in, could diſ- 
guiſe error. A vice dreadful to thoſe 
whom he ſelected as victims, that thus be 
ſacriſiced to the promoting of his arbitrary 
views! 

Suſpicion may render a monarch leſs 
liable to be deceived on certain occaſions, 
but 
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but to how many flanders and falſehoods 
is he expoſed by this pernicious quality! 
I had ftrength to ſupport every thing 
Frederic had power to inflict; nay, after 
all my ſufferings, have lived to ſee the 
end of my royal foe; to whoſe overgrown 
armies and uncircumſcribed will I had 
nothing but patience and fortitude to op- 
pole, But oh! How many were there, 
like me groaning in dungeons, the victims 
of a fate ſo wretched, who now are no 
more! Cr who, now, if living, have not, 
like me, the means of publiſhing all the 
mileries they have endured ! How many 
periſhed the fin offerings of this obſtinate 
ſelf-will, whoſe orphan children now cry 
to God for vengeance! How many. of 
theſe orphans are obliged to utter their 
groans in ſecret; becauſe, their fathers 
have been cut off, they have no means of 
juſtification! The dead, alas! cannot 
plead, Trial began and ended with exe- 
cution. The few words Ir 1s THE KixG's 
cCOoMMAND—were, indeed, words of horror 
to the poor condemned wretch denied to 
K 4 plead 
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1 plead his innocence ! Yet what is the 
(] Ukaſe (imperial order) in Ruſha—Tel 
#o!re bon plaiſir (Such is our good pleaſure) 
| in France, or the A!lergnadis /te Hof reſolu— 
1 tion (The all gracious ſentence of the 
Ecurt), pronounced with the ſweet tone 
of a Vienna matron? In what do theſe 
differ from the arbitrary ODER of a mi- 
litary deſpot ? 

Curſed effects of court paraſites, who 
perſuade the god of their 1dolatry he 1s 
infallible! And infuſe into his heart the 
falſe and deſtructive principle, that a king 
is ſuperior to law! That the country over 
which he reigns is his property ! And that 
the ſubject ought not to demand Juſtice 
as a right, but crouch and receive it as 

a favour |! 
© Every effort, every prayer of man, ſhould 
be conſecrated to man's general good ; 
for him to obtain freedom and univerſal 
juſtice! Together would we cry with one 
voice, and, if unable to ſhackle arbitrary 
power, ſtill ſhould we endeavour to ſhew 


how dangerous it is! How deſpicable ! 
The 


* 
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The prieſts of liberty ſhould offer up their 
thanks to the monarch who! declares the 
word of power a; nullity, and he ſentence of 
juſtice omnipotent; who contemns the acts 
of an Alexander, or a Charles XII. 

Woe to the monarch' poſſeſſed of the 
deſtructive ſpirit of conteſt! Woe to the 
country whoſe Quixote-ruler is ever in 
ſearch. of giants ! Woe to the people whom 
his fury dooms to the ſword, or who are 
made the ſanguinary inſtruments of deſo- 
lation, death, or ſlavery to other nations! 
Woe, tenfold woe, to that: prince who 
would be adored by the adject wretches he 
has fettered l. Woe to him who is quick. to 
puniſh, and flow to reward, or only. em- 
ploys his power in the gratification ot- his 
favourites! The chirſt of dominion and the 
thirſt of blood are ever aſſociated! What 
wonder that he who equally ſports with the 
rights and the heads of men, ſhould be 
deaf to their groans? 

Inſtead of ſinging the acts of heroes in 
our ſongs, inſtead of railing them to the 
rank of heroes by our valour, we. ought 
K 55 much 
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much rather to praiſe and protect the 
friends of peace. 
Who can name the court in Europe 


where Louis, Peter, or Frederic, each and 
all The Great, have not been, and are not, 
imitated as models of perfection? Lettres 
de cachet, the knout, and cabinet-orders, 
Juperſeding all right, are become law! 
Judges, who legally ſhould decide on our 
actions and our claims, are themſelves but 
puppets : fearful of puniſhment, they are 
ever ready to inflict, 

No reaſoning, ſays the corporal to the 
poor grenadier, whom he canes ! No 
reaſoning !—exclaim judges. The court 
has decided. —No reafoning, raſh and per- 
tinacious Trenck, will the prudent reader 
echo. Throw thy pen in the fire, and ex- 
poſe not thyſelf to become the martyr of 
ſtate inquiſition. | 
Tes, kind covnſellor, I will follow thy 
advice, Let others beware how they ex- 
poſe themſelves to like dangers, or let their 
narratives he buried, till they themſelves, 


being 
, 


„ 

being entombed, are no longer expoſed to 

fuer. 
VDnremarked, my thoughts eicape my 
pen, and lead me aſtray from my ſubject, 
when the remembrance of the paſt ſwells 
my veins, when ſwifter circulates my blood, 
and the deep wounds of my heart again 
gaſh forth wounds that never can be 
healed—never can be cicatrized. Such 
paſſages repoſe and reaſon would eraſe: 
but ah! how may I repent having written 
the truth? Neither have I time to re-copy 
what I write, and thus my writings juſtly 
incur blame from rigid criticiſm, and even 
trom my belt friends, who would perſuade 
me to greater caution and prudence. 

My fate is, and muſt to the grave re- 
main, critical and undecided. I have ſix 
and thirty years been in the ſervice of Auſ- 
tria, unrewarded ; and beholding the re- 
peated and generous efforts I made, effec- 
tually to ſerve that ſtate, unneticed. The 
The Emperor Joſeph ſuppoſes me old, that 
the fruit is waſted, and that the huſk only 
remains. In this he is wrong. The op- 

K 6 preſſion 
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preſſion I have ſuffered is too great, even 
for an attempt at making me adequate ſa- 
tisfaction. It is alſo ſuppoſed I ſhould not 
be fatisfied with a little. This ſuppoſition 
is equally wrong, To continue him 1n op- 
preſſion who has once been oppreſſed, and 
who poſſeſſes qualities that may make injuſ- 
tice manifeſt, is the policy of ſtates, Nei- 
ther do courtiers love the man, who, able 
to penetrate, may probably fruſtrate their 
infidious intents. How I have been treat- 
ed by judges, referendaries, curators, I have 
perhaps too repeatedly urged ? yet ſurely 
This will be forgiven me, though this is an 
additional reafon why I never can obtain 
juſtice. My ſpirit has been too proud to 
implore, my nature too independent. My 
journey to Berlin has given the flanderer 
further opportunity of painting me as a 
ſuſpicious charaQer: I ſmile at the in- 
effectual attempt. 

1 appeared in the Imperial uniform, 
and, by my conduct, belied ſuch inſinua- 
tions. To this purpole it was written to 

court, 
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court, in November, when I went into 
Hungary, The motions of Trenck ought 
© to be obſerved in Hungary.” Ye poor 
malicious blood-ſuckers of the virtuous ! 
Ye ſhall not be able to hurt a hair of my 
head. Ye cannot injure the man who has 
fixty years lived in honour. Thus the ele- 
phant moves along, regardleſs of the 
ſhouting mob! I will not, in my old age, 
bring upon myſelf the reproach of incon- 
ſtancy, or defire of revenge. Nor Sultan, 
nor Great Mogul, ſhall allure me to ſlavery. 
will berray no political ſecrets: I with not 
to injure thoſe by whom I have been in; 
jured.—Such acts will I never commit 
Never—l never yet deſcended to the office 
of ſpy, nor will I die a rewarded villain.— 
Neither in Auſtria, nor Pruſſia, will I be 
made the inſtrument of a faction. 

To your work, therefore, ye dealers in 
court enigmas; I here renounce your ſo- 
ciety ; here publicly renounce the dignities 
of courts or armies, determined to live a 
private man, thankful only to thoſe who 
thall treat me with friendſhip, or endea- 

vour 


E 


vour to obtain for me ſome part of that 
right which ſo juſtly is my due. Theſe 

ſhall not repent that Trenck 1s their debtor, 

for his heart is grateful. 

Yes, I appeared in Berlin, among the 
upright and the juſt. Inſtead of being its 
ſuppoſed enemy, I was declared an honour 
to my country. I appeared in the Imperial 
uniform, and fulfilled the duties of my ſta- 
tion: and now muſt the Pruſſian Trenck 
return to Auſtria, there to perform a fa- 
ther's duty, having already done more for 
this country than could have been expected 
from an oppreſſed man. 

Yet more of what happened in Berlin. 

Some days after J had been preſented to 
the King, and ſupped with the Queen, I 
entreated a private audience; and, on the 
12th of February, received the following 
letter, 


4 IN anſwer to your letter of the gth of 
this month, which has been given me, 
* I gladlyinform you that, if you will come 
* to me to-morrow, at five o'clock in the 
«© after- 
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e afternoon, I ſhall have the pleaſure to ſee 
c and ſpeak with you; meantime I pray 
« God to take you into his holy keeping. 


«© FREDERIC WILLIAM. 


& Berlin, Feb. 12, 
4 1787, | 


« P.S. After ſigning the above, I find 
e it more convenient to appoint to morrow 
at nine in the morning, about which time 
«© you will come into the apartment named 
e the Marmor Kammer (marble chamber).” 


The anxiety with which I expected this 
wiſhed-for interview may well be con- 
ceived. I found the Pruſſian Titus alone, 
and he continued in converſation with me 
more than an hour. 

How condeſcending, how kind was the 
monarch! How great ! How nobly did 
he conſole me for the paſt! How entirely 
did his aſſurance of favour overpower my 
whole foul ! He had read the hiſtory of 
my life. When Prince of Pruſſia, he had 

been 
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been an eye-witnefs, in Magdeburg, of my 
martyrdom, and my attempts to eſcape. 
Many circumſtances he recollected himſelf, 
and he inquired of thoſe who had been 
preſent, and who confimed the truth of 
my narrative, and the ſeverity, of my cala- 
mities —Long ſhall IT remember theſe for- 
tunate moments: yet theſe are fled. His 
Majeſty parted from me with tokens of con- 
firmed eſteem and condeſcenfion,—My 
eyes bade adieu, but my heart remained in 
the marble chamber, in company with .a 
prince capable of ſenſations fo dignified. ; 
and my wiſhes for his welfare are eternal. 

I have ſince travelled through the greater 
part of the Pruſhan ſtates. Where is the 
country in which the people are all ſatis. 
fied ? Many complained of oppreſſions, 
hard times, or induſtry unrewarded. My 
general anſwer was: 

« Friends, kneel with the riſing fun, and 
* thank the God of heaven that you are 
*« Pruſhans, I have ſeen and known much 
« of this world, and I affure you, on my 
* honour, you are among the happieſt 
60 people 
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*« people in Europe. Cauſes of compl int 
© every where exiſt; but you have king, 
*© neither obſtinate, ambitious, covetous, 
© nor cruel : his will 1s that his people 
« ſhould have cauſe of content, and, ſhould 
*© he err by chance, his heart is not to 
blame, if the ſubject ſuffers.” 

To the truth of this I pledged my vera- 
city; I am well known not to be a flatter- 
er; I ſpeak what I have ſeen; I vent the 
thoughts of my heart; I write from con- 
viction, and not with the inſidious hope of 
reward. 

The eyes of all Europe are at preſent di- 
rected toward Berlin—eager to learn whe- 
ther Frederic William will be able to ſuſ- 
tain the vaſt and artificial fabric, reared by 
his predeceſſor. I will ſyſtematize but 
little, I will ſtate incontrovertible facts. 

Pruſſia is neither wanting in able, active 
nor learned men. The warmth of patriots 
olows in their veins. The ſoul of the Great 
Frederic ſtill inſpires the machine, and 
there 1s litile doubt but that its wheels will 
not be clogged by innovation. Should this 
plan 
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plan be ſteadily purſued, there will be no 
confuſion of tongues in the tower of Ba- 
bel: and thoſe, who with its deſtruction, 
will have great difficulties to ſurmount. 
Every thing remains with equal ſtability, 
as under the reign of Frederic; and, 
mould the thunder burſt, the ready con— 
ductors will render the bolt ineffectual. 

Hertzberg ſtill labours in the cabinet, 
ſtill thinks, writes, and acts as he has done 
for years. The king 1s defirous that jul- 
tice ſhall be done his ſubjects, and will 
puniſh, perhaps, with more ſeverity when- 
ever he finds himſelf deceived, than, from 
the goodneſs of his diſpoſition, might be 
ſuppoſed. The treaſury is full, the army 
continues the fame, and there is little rea- 


fon to doubt but that induſtry, population, 
and wealth will increaſe. 


Yet is it ardently to be deſired that com- 
merce might be proninted, by treaties with 
foreign nations; induſtry encouraged ; mo- 
nopolies totally aboliſhed ; the price of pro- 
viſions reduced; manufacturers leſs burt- 
thened by taxes; juſtice impartially admi— 

niſtered 


BY BY 
niſtered; puniſhments rendered more mild; 
toleration made more univerſal ; foreigners 
no longer kidnapped ; promiſes held ſa- 
cred, and free egreſs and regreſs given 
throughout the Pruſſian provinces, None 
but the vile and wicked would leave the 
kingdom: while the oppreſſed and beſt 
ſubje&s of other ſtates would fly their na- 
tive country, certain of finding encourage- 
ment and ſecurity in Pruſſia, 

The perſonal qualities of Frederic Wil- 
Itzam merit to be deſcribed, He is tall and 
handſome, his mein 1s majeſtic, and his 
accompliſhments of mind and body would 
procure him the love of men, were he not 
a king, He is affable without deceit, 
friendly and kind in converſation; and 
ſtately without ſtatelineſs is neceflary, His 
ſtep is firm, his voice ſonorous, his tone 
: commanding, his heart capable of the 
nobleſt ſentiments, and ſo benevolent that 
his greateſt happineſs is in the happineſs of 
others. He is bountiful, but not protuſe ; 
he knows that, with economy, the Pruſſian 
E Power muſt fink. He is not tormented by 
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the ſpirit of conqueſt, he wiſhes harm to no 


nation, yet will he not certainly ſuffer other 
nations to make encroachments, nor will 
he be terrified by menaces. 1 hat he 1s a 
ſoldier and a general, his great inſtrudtor 
and predeceſſor has long iince borne teſti— 
mony: He is likewiſe convinced how necel- 
ſary it is that the King of a military ſtate 
ſhould be the friend of military men. 

The wile Frederic, when living, though 


himſelf learned, and a lover of the ſciences, 


never encouraged them in his kingdom, 
Germany, under his reign, might have 
foregotten her language; he preferred the 
literature of France. Konigſberg, once the 
ſeminary of the north, contains at preſent, 
few profeſſors, or ſtudents; the former are 
fallen into diſrepute, and are ill paid; the 
latter repair to Leipſic and Gottengen, 
We have every reaſon to ſuppoſe the pre- 
ſent monarch, though no ſtudious man 


bimſelf, will encourage the academies of 


the literati, that learned men in juriſ- 
prudence and the ſciences may not be 
wanting; which want is more to be appfe— 

hendced 
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hended as the nobility muſt, without ex- 
ception, ſerve in the army; ſo that learning 
has but few adherents, and theſe are de- 
prived of the means of improvement. The 
nation, which in this age, is a nation of 
ſoldiers only, will find itſelf inferior to 
competitors. Nor will Frederic William 
govern with an iron ſceptre, or conſign his 
ſolely to the ſlaughter-houſe. He will not 
be the ſultan of flaves. Superſtition, ſtu- 
pidity, fear and the whip, are the ſupport 
of the deſpot : he is a monarch who, by 
teaching his ſujects to love and revere him, 
will exCite them to the performance of their 
duties. Theſe duties are promoted by the 
promotion of knowledge, conſequently the 
Pruſſian academies will revive, ſuppreſſed 


as they have been by the military ſyſtem of 


Frederic. 
Frederic William is alſo too much the 


friend of men, to torture or to ſuffer them 


to pine in priſons. He will not uſe the 
whip to bend the Pruſſian back to ſlavery ! 
He likewiſe abhors the barbarity with 


which the ſoldiers are beaten : his officers 
will 
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will not be fettered hand and foot: ſlaviſh 
ſubordination will be baniſhed, and the 
noble in heart will be the noble of the 
land. He. who deceives ſuch a prince, 
deſerves double puniſhment. May he, in 
his people, find perfect content! May his 
people be ever worthy of ſuch a prince! 
Long may, he reign, and may his mi— 
niſters be ever enlightened and honour— 
able men! Such is my ardent prayer Such 
too is the portrait of a nionarch whom I 
have praiſed ; not becauſe of his title or his 
power, but his worth; and becauſe it is 
his delight to make the good and virtuous 
happy. 

He ſent for me a ſecond time, converſed 
much with me, and confirmed thoſe ideas 
which my firſt interview had inſpired; and 
Jam fully convinced 1 have not miſtaken 
his character. 

On the 13th of March I preſented my 
my fon, at another private audence, whom 
I intended for the Pruſſian ſervice. The 
King immediately beſtowed a commiſſion on 
him in the Poſadowſky dragoons, at my 

eſpecial 


n 
eſpecial requeſt, The difficulty of obtain. 
ing ſuch a commiſhon, without having 
firſt ſerved as an enſign, is well known ; 
this was, therefore, a particular favour and 
honour, and my ſon has the more to expect, 
ſince his Majeſty has himſelf promiſed his 


promotion. 


I ſaw him at hs review at Velau, and 
his ſuperior officers formed great expecta- 
tions from his zeal. Thus I have done the 
duty of a father by my fons : time will 
diſcover whether he who is in the Auſtrian, 
or this in the Pruſſian ſervice, will firſt ob- 
tain the rewards due to their father ; and 
to the ſtate that firſt does ſuch an act of 
juſtice will I bequeath my third ſon. 
Should they both remain unnoticed, I will 
beſtow him on the Great Turk, rather than 
on European courts, whence equity to me 
and mine is baniſhed, Luckily my chil- 
dren are no monarch's vaſſals. They were 
born in the free Imperial city of Aix-la- 
Chapelle, therefore is their will unfettered, 


and they may with honour, ſeek bread in 
any country, 


To 
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To Auſtria 1 owe thanks: all that could 
be taken from me was taken. I was cap- 
tain before I entered thoſe territories, and 
after fix and thirty years ſervice I find my- 
ſelf in the rank of Invalid Major! Lefs I 
could not be.—My duty I more than ful- 
filled, and wept in chains and dungeons ſo 
many years, not from any fault of mine, 
becauſe I was plundered, ſold, betrayed by 
Auſtrian reſidents, traitors to their embaſſy, 
and perſecutors at Vienna. The proof of 
all I have aſſerted, and of how little J am 
indebted to this ſtate, is molt inconteitable, 
fince the hiſtory of my life is allowed, by 
the royal cenſor, to be publicly {old in 
Vienna. The fame proof exiſts in Berlin, 
where my narrative is univerſally read and 
my veracity eſtabliſhed. 

It 1s very remarkable that one only of 
the eight officers, as one of whom ] ſerved, 
in the body guard, in the year 1745, 
though it is now two and forty years ſince, 
is dead. Lieutenant-colonel Count Blu- 
menthal lives in Berlin; Pannewitz is 


commander of the knights of the Malta: 
both 


„ 

Hoth gave me a polite and friendly recep- 
tion. Both were acquainted with the cir- 
cumſtances and manner in which Juſchin- 
{ky deceived the king, to my ruin. Wag- 
nitz is hieutenant-general in the ſervice of 
Heſſe-Caſſel: he was my tent comrade, 
and was perfectly acquainted with all that 
happened. Kalkreuter and Grothuſen live 
on their eſtates, and Jaſchinſky himſelf is 
now alive in Konigſberg, but known diſ- 
piſed, ſuperannuated, and tortured by ſick- 
neſs and remorſe. I have never viſited him 

nor can I ſuppole he wiſhes I ſhould. He, 

inſtead of puniſhment, has forty years en— 

Joyed a penſion of a thouſand rix-dollars ; 
_ conſequently has coſt the ſtate forty thou- 
land rix-dollars. I have ſeen my lands 
confiſcated, of the income of which I have 
been forty-two years deprived, and never 
yet received retribution. 

Such 18 the way of the world ! Frederic 
robbed the worthy citizen of his right ; 
and with a part of it, rewarded ſuch a man 
as Jaſchinſky, 

Time muſt decide ; the king is generous 
VOL. 11. L and 
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and I have too much true pride to become 
a beggar. The name of Trenck ſhall be 
in the hiſtory of the acts of Frederic. This 


though I ſhould not deſire it, 1 could not 
prevent. A tyrant himſelf, he was the flave 


of his paſſions ; and even when he ſuppoſed 


he might be deceived, did not think an in- 
quiry into innocence worth the trouble. 
To be aſhamed of doing right, becau he 
has done wrong, or to perſiſt in error, that 
fools, for fools only can, may think him 
infallible, is a dreadful principle in a 
ruler. While the obſtinate Frederic lived no- 
man dared to pronounce my name : no man 
durſt own himſelf my friend. He is dead; 
when I am ſo, no pillar of diſhonour ſhall 
riſe over my grave: my epitaph ſhall be, 
& Alas that thou wert known too late.” 
Since | have been at Berlin, and was re- 
ceived there with ſo many teſtimonies of 
friendſhip and favour, the newſ-papers. of 
Germany have pub iſhed various articles 
concerning me, perhaps with the beft of 
wiſhes, intending to contribute to my hon- 
our, or eaſe. They have, however been 
| {ome- 


BE 


ſometimes, miſinformed. They have aſſerted 
a great penſion has been ſettled on me in 
Berlin; but on my honour, I affirm I never 
aſked a penſion, They have ſaid my eldeſt 
daughter is appointed the governeſs of the 
young princeſs. This, perhaps, has been 
the joke of ſome witty correſpondent ; for 
my eldeſt daughter 1s but fifteen, and 
ſtands in need of a governeſs herſelf. Per- 
haps they may ſuppoſe me mean enough, 
from oftentation, to circulate falſehood : 
perhaps they ſuppoſe they do me ſervice, or 
give me pleaſure, by publiſhing as facts, 
honours or rewards, for which I hope. It 
may be malice, and a deſire to injure me; 
it may be the very reverſe: in any caſe it is 
no pleaſure to me, and may have ill effects. 
An honeſt man is never without enemies, 
who will labour to prevent any good that 
might happen to him, and who are terrified 
if they imagine he might become the favour- 
ite of a king. 
[ aimoſt daily receive letter from all 
parts of Germany, from perſons unknown 
to me, wherein the ſenſations of the feel- 
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ing heart are evident. The hiſtory of my 
life has excited a general attention, Thoſe 
reviewers, who have been impartial, have 
my thanks: thoſe who ſuſpect my veracity, 
or endeavour to decry my work, muſt be 
anſwered by an appeal to facts. That my 
hiſtory relates many improbable events, and 
rather reſembles a romance than a work of 
Biography, 1s not my fault: extraordinary 
accidents I have encountered, and extra- 
ordinary accidents muſt relate. My pur- 
poſe in writing was the publication of truths; 
nor ſhall be accuſed, except by thoſe who 
do not know, or who do not conſider, this 
reaſon, and who are prejudiced againſt a 
man pleading his own caue. Were I to 
attempt to deceive the public, I were 1n- 
deed unworthy. Among the number of 
theſe letters was one, which | received from 
the learned Bahrdt, Profeſſor at Halle, 
dated April 10, 1787 *, wherein he 
ſays, © Receive noble German, the ar- 


*The letter of Profeſſor Bahrdt and the Baron's an- 
ſwer, are both in verſe, but are too barren of poetical 


merit or figure to pleaſe in poetical tranſlation. T. 
6c dent 


1 
© dent thanks of one who like you, has 
£ encountered difficulties; yet far inferior 
ce to thoſe you have encountered. You in- 
e deed with gigantic ſtrength, have met a 
© hoſt of foes and nobly conquered. The 
e peſt of men attacked me alſo: I alſo 
c was perſecuted by prieſts. The ardour of 
« my temper engaged me in many a raſh 
© enterpriſe: and I too have been devour- 
« ed by a noble pride of heart. I was the 
* enemy to hypocriſy, and diſdained to be 
« a paraſite of princes, From town to 
* town, from land to land, I was purſued 
« by prieſtcraft and perfecution : vet in 
« deſpite of adverſe fate and poverty, I 
acquired fame. 1 fied for refuge and re- 
*< poſe to the ſtates of Frederic, but found 
* them not. [have eight years laboured un- 
der affliction with unwearied perſeverance, 
e but have found no reward. By patient 
«« induſtry have I made myſelf what I am: 
*« by miniſterial favour, never. Even in 
the ſtates of Frederic, the hatred of prieſts 
* purſued me. Worn out and weak, la- 
* lamenting my own deſtiny, the hiſtory 
L. 3 of 
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1 
of your life, worthy fir, fell into my hands, 
* and poured balſam into my wounds. 
There indeed, I ſaw jufferings unmea- 
« ſurable; there, indeed, beheld fortitude 
„ molt worthy admiration. The chagrin 
« that preyed upon, the deſpair that rent 
* my heart, fled. Compared to you, of 
© what could I complain? Receive, noble 
© German, my warmeſt thanks; while 1 
„live they ſhall flow. And ſhould you 
find a fortunate moment, in the preſence 
* of your king, ſpeak of me as one con- 
e {ſigned to poverty: as one whole talents 
* are buried in oblivion, Say to him 
«© —* Vighty King! ſtretch forth thy hand, 
* and Cry up his tears.“ I know the noble- 


e neſs of your mind, and doubt not your 
„good wiſhes. ' 


To the profeſſor's letter I returned the 
following anſwer. 

«© was affected, Sir, by your letter. 
„I never yet was unmoved, when the pen 
© was obedient to the dictates of the heart, 
] feel for your ſituation ; and if my ex- 
& ample can teach wiſdom even to the wiſe 

I have 
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<< ] have, indeed cauſe, to triumph. This 
ce js the ſweeteſt of rewards. At Berlin [ 
© have received much honour, but little 
more. The courtier fawns to obtain 
«© favour and gifts. He who ſeeks juſtice 
ce miſtakes his road. Men are deaf to him 
*© who confides only in his right, What 
have I gained? Shadow fame for myſelf 
* and the vapour of hope for my heirs ! 

„Truth and Trenck, my good friend, 
« flouriſh not in courts. You complain of 
« pricſtcrafr, He who attacks a neſt of 
© hornets muſt expect to be ſtung, He 
* who would diſturb their ambition and 
*© covetouſneſs, he who ſpeaks againſt the 
*« falſe opinions they ſcatter, conſiders not 
„ prieſts, and their aim, which is to 
* dazzle the ſtupid, and ſtupify the wile. 
A hoſt of knaves in black, act to promote 
their earthly intereſts: and, ftrange to 
* 1<}], the Quixote, who ſhall dare moleſt 
them, muſt alſo encounter the anger 
even of the rational! Deprecate their 
„ wrath ! avoid their poiſoned ſhafts, or 
*© they will infe& thy peace; will blaſt thy 
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„ budding honours. And wherefote ſhould 


ever be the fame. To cure ignorance of 


A filently ſteal ro our graves, and thus ſhall 


„dead! Fame plants her laurels over the 
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« we 1ncur this danger? The world will 


error is impoſſible. Silence is often not 
* only prudence but wiſdom. Let us then 


we eſcape the breath of envy. What is 
© the puppet-ſhew of life? He who ſhould 
enjoy all even thought could graſp, 
*© ſhould yet have but little. Having ac- 
« quired this knowledge, the paſſions of 
* the foul are lulled to apathy. I behold 
error, and I laugh: do thou, my friend, 
« laugh alſo. If that can comfort us, men 
ill do our memory juftice—when we are 


„grave and there they flouriſh belt, 


„ BARON TRENCK. 


** Schangulack, near Konigſ. erg, 
« April ;oth, 1787. 


P. S. I have ſpoken, worthy Profeſ- 
« ſor, the feelings of my heart, in anſwer 
« to your kind panegyric. You will bu: 


« Jo me juſtice, when you believe I think 
| | 66 and 
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ce and act as I write, With reſpe&t to my 
© influence at court, *tis juſt as inſignificant 
© at Berlin as at Vienna, or at Conſtanti- 
© nople.” | 


Among the various letters I have receĩv- 
ed, as it may anſwer a good purpoſe, I 
hope the reader will not think the inſertion 
of the following improper. They may be 
read by ſome benevolent perſon, who may 
have power to ſpeak in behalf of one who 
is evidently, not only diſtreſſed, but a man 
of very conſiderable talents. 

In a letter from an unknown correſpon— 
dent, who defired me to ſpeak for this per. 
ſon at Berlin, eight others were encloſed. 
They came from the above perſon in diſ- 
treſs, to this correſpondents and I was re” 
queſted to let them appear in the Berlin 
Gazette, As theſe letters came from Sile- 
ſia anonymouſly to hand, and as fouud it 
could anſwer no good purpoſe, did not 
publiſh them as required: but my correſ— 
pondent cannot take it amiſs that! ſhould 
lele& three of them, and here preſent them 
& i to 
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to the world, as it can do his friend no 
injury while they deſcribe an unhappy vic- 
tim of an extraordinary kind ; and may, 
perhaps, obtain him ſome redreſs, or relief, 

Should this hope be verified, I am per- 
ſonally acquainted with him who wiſhes to 
remain concealed, can {end him aid, or in- 
troduce him to the knowledge of ſuch as 
might. wiſh to interfere in his behalf. 
Should they not, the reader ſtill will find 
well written and affecting letters; ſuch as 
may inſpire compaſſion, My own ſituation 
permits me not to plead for another ; nor 
affords me the means of relieving the un- 
fortunate, The following 1s the firſt of 
thoſe I think proper to ſelect. 


8 


r. 
Neuland, Feb. 12, 1787. 

«© THOUGHT I had ſo ſatisfactorily 
ce anſwered you by my laſt that you would 
have left me in peaceful poſſeſſion of my 
L. 3 « forrows 


E 

„ ſorrows; but your numberleſs remarks, 
e intreaties, and remonſtrances, ſucceed 
c each other with ſuch rapidity that, though 
© before inclined indolently to fly, I am 
„c again induced to renew the conteit. 
e Cowardice, I believe, you are convinced, 
is not native in my heart: and, ſhould I 
© now too eaſily yield, you might ſuppoſe 
that age, and the miſeries I have ſuffered, 
„had weakened my powers of mind as well 
as body; and that I ought to be claſſed 
e among the unhappy multitudes, whoſe ſuſ. 
ferings have ſunken them to deſpondency. 

© Baron Trenck, that man of many 
« woes, once ſo deſpiſed, but who now is 
* held in admiration where he before waz 
* {9 much the object of hatred ; who now 
„ ſpeaks loudly in his own defence there, 
© where formerly, the man who had but 
* whiſpered his name would have lived 
e fuipected ; Baron Trenck you propoſe as 
* an example of ſalvation for me. You 
are wrong. Have you made any ration- 
gal comperiſon? Have you conſidered 
how diſſimiliar have our paſt lives been; 
L 6 6 h. ] 
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youth, fanned by flatering hopes from 


„5 
* how different, too, are our prefent cir- 
% cumſtances ?—Or, omitting theſe, have 
*© you confidered to whom you would have 
© me appeal ? 

& In the year 1764, I became acquainted 
© in Vienna, with this ſufferer of fortitude, 
© this agreeable companion. We are 
* taught that a manly and noble aſpect 
© beſpeaks a correſpondent mind: this I 
believe him to poſſeſs. But what expec- 
* tations can I form from Baron Trenck ? 

I will, however, briefly anſwer the 
*« queſtions you have put; for prolix I muſt 
% not be, otherwiſe I ſhould write the 
«« hiſtory of my life. Baron Trenck was, 
* as I am informed, a man born to inherit 
great eſtates : this and the fire of his 


his famous, and then powerful kinſman, 
«© rendered him too haughty to his King; 
and this alone was the origin of all his 
e future ufferings. I, on the contrary, 
«© though the ſon of a Silefian nobleman of 
«© property, did not inherit fo much as the 
pay of a common ſoldier; the family 

having 


** 
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© having been robbed of their property 


„ by the hand of power, after being ac- 
& cuſed by malice and wickedneſs, under 


6 


* 


the maſk of holy virtue. Lou know my 
father's fate, the eſteem in which he was 
© held by the Empreſs Tereſa; and that 
«& 2 pretended miracle was the occaſion of 
his fall. Suddenly was he plunged from 
that height, to which induſtry, talents, 
« and virtue, had raifed him, to the very 
« depth of poverty. At length, on the 
* commencement of the ſeven years war, 
* one of the King of Pruſſia's ſubjects re- 
« preſented him, to the Auſtrian court, as 
a dangerous correſpondent of Marſhal 
Schwerin's. Ihen ſixty years of age, 
my unfortune father was ſeized at Ja- 
gerndorf, and impriſoned in the fortreſs 
of Gratz, in Styria, He had an allow- 
ance juſt ſufficient to keep him alive in 
his dungeon; bur, for the {pace of ſeven 
«© years, never beheld the tun riſe or ſet. 
*© | was a boy when this happened: the 
* certainty of his innocence, however, 
** emboldened me to intercede in his be- 
4 half, 
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rc half, at the foot of the throne. I was 
© not heard. I only received ſome peeu- 
&« niary relief from the Empreſs, with per- 
c miſſion to ſhed my blood in her defence. 
© In this ſituation we firſt became ac- 
. quainted, firſt vowed eternal friendſhip; 
but from this was I ſoon ſnatched, not 
*« by my own, but my father's enemies. 
« What the Empreſs had beſtowed her mi- 
* niſters tore from me. I was ſeized at 
* midnight, and without examination was 
« brought, in company with two other 
c officers, to the before- mentioned fortreſs 
c of Gratz, Here did I remain immured, 
te jn the flower of youth, ſix diſmal years. 
« My true name was concealed, and an- 
« other given me. I was treated like a 
*« malefact or, and kept under ſeven locks. 
« Peace being reſtored, Trenck, I, and 
my father, were releaſed ; but the mode 
“ of our mutual releaie was very different. 
« The firſt obtained his freedom at the in- 
« terceſſion of Tereſa: ſhe too aiforded 
ce him a future proviſion. We, on the 
&« contrary, according to the amneſty, 

» ſtipu— 
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ſtipulated in the treaty of peace, were 
« Jed from our dungeons as ſtate priſoners, 


c 


c 


a public ſpeaacle, without the leaſt in- 
« quiry concerning the verity, or falſehood, 
&« of our ſuppoſed crimes. Extreme po- 
6 verty, wretchedneſs, and miſery, were 
© our reward for the ſufferings we had ſo 
* unjuſtly endured. 

« Not only was my health deſtroyed, 
e but my jaw-bone was loſt, eaten away 
« by the ſcurvy. I laid before Frederic 
« ;he Great the proofs of the calamities I had 
« undergone, and the diſmal ſtate to which 
« was reduced, by his foe, and for his 
« ſake; intreated bread to preſerve me and 
my father from ſtarving : but his ear was 


deaf to my prayer, his heart inſenſible 
*« to my ſighs. 


* Providence, however, raiſed me up a 

« ſaviour: - Count Gellhorn was the bene- 
“ volent man, After the taking of Bre- 
&* ſlaw, he had been alſo ſent a ſtate pri- 
“ ſoner to Gratz, — During his impriſon- 
* ment, he had heard the general report of 
% my ſufferings, and my innocence. . No 
| F « ſooner 
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« AFTER an interval of filence, to 


C "#923 
ſooner did he learn I was releaſed than 
he generouſly became my benefactor, - 
my ſupporter, my friend, and once more 
reſtored me to the converſe of men, to 
which J had ſo long been dead. 
« ] defer the continuation of my narra- 
tive to the next poſt. . The remem- 
brance of paſt woes inflifts preſent. 


6 I am eternally.” 
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« DEAR FRIEND, 


*. Tf” 
: Aer es . 


calm my agitated heart, remembering 
my promiſe, ! muſt continue my ſtory. 
«« My perſonal fufferings have not, cer- 
tainly, as I think, being leſs than thoſe 
of Trenck His, however, I am ac- 
quainted with only from the inaccurate 

relation 
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ce relations I have heard; my own I have 
& felt, How can I forget them? A co- 


A 


©« Jonel in the Pruſhan ſervice, whoſe name 


was Hallaſch, was four years my com- 
“ panion ; he was inſane, and believed 
«© himſelf the Chriſt that was to appear at 
the millennium : he perſecuted me with 
© his reveries, which I was obliged to 
& liſten to, and approve, or ſuffer vio- 
lence from one ſtronger than myſelf. 

© The ſociety of men or books, every 
thing that could conſole or amuſe, were 
forbidden me; and I conſider it as won- 
* derful that I did not myſelf grow mad, 
in the company of this madman. Four 
hard winters did I exiſt without feeling 
the feeble emanation of a winter's ſun, 
% much leſs the warmth of fire. The very 
** madman felt more pity than my keeper, 
and lent me his cloak to cover my body, 
though the other inhumanly denied me 
* a truſs of ſtraw, notwithſtanding I had 
** loſt the uſe of my hands and feet. The 
'* Placewhere we were was called a chamber: 
it rather reſembled the temple of Cloa- 
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{ſweet water. Their precautions warded 
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cina, The noxious damps and vapours 
at length ſo poiſoned my blood that, to- 
gether will ill treatment from an un- 
ſkilful ſurgeon, who daily tortured me, 
during nine months, with inſult, as a 
Pruſkan traitor and ſtate criminal, I 
loſt the greateſt part of a jaw. We, too, 
were nightly diſturbed by the calling of 
centinels, and were frequently terified 
by the grating of locks and bolts, and 
the entrance of guards. 
© Schottendorf was our governor and 
tyrant; a man who repaid the friend- 
ſhip he found, in the manſon of my 
fathers, with cruelty. He was ripe for 
the ſickle, and Time cut him off, —T or- 
mentini and Galer were his ſucceſſors i 
office, but not in inſolence and inhu- 
manity ; by them we were, indeed, care- 
fully watched, but we allo were treated 
with commileration. We enjoyed air 
without a bribe, and the comfort of 
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of jail diſtempers likewiſe, and rendered 


impriſonment leſs wretched, Ever ſhall 
„ hold 
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«© hold their memory ſacred. Yet, be- 
© nevolent as they were, their goodneſs 
© was even exceeded by that of Rotten- 
« ſteiner, the head jailor. Withour edu- 
cation, without other principles than 
© thoſe an excellent underſtanding taught, 
© he conſidered his unfortunate priloners 
& as his children; and, inſtead of enrich-, 
ing himſelf by plundering the poor and 
© oppreſled, he was himſelf their beacfac- 
* tor, —Of this I had continual experience, 
during two years after the releaſe of 
„ Hallaſch.—He deſerved a better tation; 
a ſtation as noble as his own thoughts. 
* Here, my friend, I but curſorily deſ. 
cribe miſery, at which the monarch 
© ſhall ſhudder, if the blood of a tyrant 
6 flow not in his veins. Tereſa could not 
wiſh theſe things; yet they were. But 
ſhe was human, ſhe was fallible, and not 
 omniſcient. 
* From the above narrative you will 
perceive how oppoſite the effects mult 
be, which the hiſtories of Baron Trenck 
and of myſelf muſt produce. 
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cina, The noxious damps and vapours 
at length ſo poiſoned my blood that, to- 
gether will ill treatment from an un- 


ſkilful ſurgeon, who daily tortured me, 


during nine months, with inſult, as a 
Pruſkan traitor and ftate criminal, I 
loſt the greateſt part of a jaw. We, too, 
were nightly diſturbed by the calling of 
centinels, and were frequently terified 
by the grating of locks and bolts, and 
the entrance of guards. 

© Schottendorf was our governor and 
tyrant; a man who repaid the friend- 
ſhip he found, in the manſion of my 
fathers, with cruelty, He was ripe for 
the ſickle, and Time cut him off, —T or- 
mentini and Galer were his ſucceſſors 1. 
office, but not in inſolence and inhu-— 
manity; by them we were, indeed, care- 
fully watched, but we alſo were treated 
with commiſeration. We enjoyed air 
without a bribe, and the comfort of 
ſweet water.—T heir precautions warded 
of jail diſtempers likewiſe, and rendered 


impriſonment leſs wrerched. Ever ſhall 
„ hold 
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I hold their memory ſacred. Yet, be- 
nevolent as they were, their goodneſs 
was even exceeded by that of Rotten- 
ſteiner, the head jailor. Withour edu- 
cation, without other principles than 
thoſe an excellent underſtanding taught, 
he conſidered his unfortunate priloners 
as his children; and, inſtead of enrich-, 
ing himſelf by plundering the poor and 
oppreſſed, he was himſelf their keacfac- 


tor. —Of this I had continual experience, 
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during two years after the releaſe of 
Hallaſch.—He deſerved a better ſtation; 
a ſtation as noble as his own thoughts. 
Here, my friend, I but curſorily def-. 
cribe miſery, at which the monarch 
ſhall ſhudder, if the blood of a tyrant 
flow not in his veins. Tereſa could not 
wiſh theſe things ; yet they were. But 
ſhe was human, ſhe was fallible, and not 
omniſcient. 
From the above narrative you will 
perceive how oppoſite the effects muſt 
be, which the hiſtories of Baron Trenck 
and of myſelf muſt produce. 
6 Trenck 
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want and contempt ; the day of freedom 
was the day of triumph. I, on the contrary, 
was expoſed to every poſſible calamity. 
The ſpirit of Trenck, bowed as it had been 
by affliction, again raiſed itſelf. I have 
watched and laboured many a ſucceed- 
ing night that I might neither beg nor 
periſh the following day: working for 
judges who neither knew law, nor had 
ſufficient powers of mind to behold the 
native beauty of juſtice : rectifying or 
ſettling accounts that, item after item, 
did but prove the lord they were in- 
tended for was an imbecile dupe. 
© Trenck remembers his calamities, but 
the remembrace 1s advantageous to him- 
ſelf and his family ; while, with me, the 
paſt did but increaſe, did but agonize, 
the preſent, and the future. He was 
not, like me, obliged to crouch in pre- 
ſence of thoſe vulgar, thoſe mean, thoſe 
incapable minds, that do but conſider 
the bent back as the footſtool of pride. 


Every man is too buſy in the gratifica- 
6 tion 


. 
tion of ſelf, to buſy himſelf in behalf of 
others: pity me, therefore, but adviſe 
c me not to hope aſſiſtance, by petition; 
c ing princes at ſecond hand. I know 
e your good wiſhes, and, for theſe, I have 
* nothing to return but barren thanks. 


* 
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ct YES, I do not, cannot doubt your 
friendſhip, your zeal, to ſerve me, but 
you have been often fortunate in the 
* accompliſhment of your hopes; I, 
never. | 


« 


Lad 


6 


** 


The proſpect of gain makes the uſurer 


adventurous; but, by digging under 


the foundation, to conceal or to recover 
his treaſure, he may chance to overthrow 
his houſe, and bury himſelf under its 
ruins. The voice of ſuffering virtue is, 
** alas, unable to be heard, amid the agi— 
© tated 


c 


* 


cc 


ic 


«c 


( 238 ) 
© tated waves of a court! ſhe utters a fee- 
ce ble cry, ſinks, and is no more ſeen. 
I fear the perſecution of the clergy— 
« Monarchs themſelves bow before their 
© power! 
© Beſide, is Trenck in that ſituation that 
« juſtifies his interference in behalf of a 
cc ſtranget? Certainly not. Oh, no !— 
* We have been dreaming; you to begin, 
© and I to continue, a correſpondence on 
© ſuch a ſubject. Were he, like you, my 
© intimate, my old friend, perhaps his 
c great experience of the world might lead 
* him to imagine ſome mode of procur- 
ing a ſupply ſufficient fully to ſatisfy 
* my very few wants, for few, indeed they 
«© are. Unleſs he aſk it, conceal my name. 
His filence will evince his real incapabi- 
ce lity to do me ſervice ; his good will can- 
© not be doubted. 
« Every caution 1s neceflary, for, were 
c] driven from this poor refuge of wretch- 
6e edneſs, I might fall into the power of 
* one who may be a tyrant, who might 
© again rob me of light and air, and add- 
I ing 
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ce ing torture to calamity, branding me as 


% a traitor, might delight to inflect pang 
© jnceflant, and renders death tedious. 


Farewell. 


The reaſons why I publiſhed the forego- 
ing letters are already ſtated, and will, I 
make no doubt, appear ſatisfactory to the 
reader. Once more to affairs that more im- 
mediately concern myſelf. EY 


The following I yeſterday received from 


Poland, from a correſpondent, who is. 
likewiſe to me unknown. 


% Reſchow, in Gallicia. 
April 30, 1787. 

4 rn, : 
*© EVERY feeling heart, every perſon 
** who had the honour of being acquainted 
* with you, during your abode in Auſtria, 
© reccives the pureſt ſatisfaction, from the 
juſtice at preſent done you, and the high 
** honours by which you are diſtinguiſhed 
at the court of Berlin, and of which we 


are 


„ 
c are informed by the public papers. Yes 
&« fir, it is a ſweet ſubject of conſolation, 
& for ſuffering humanity, to behold that 
«© you now find favour and juſtice from a 
© power where the moſt unbridled barbarity, 
& formerly gave birth to the bittereſt ſuf. 
„ ings, and the moſt inconceivable crulty. 

Every compaſhonate perſon, in this our 
«« di{triEt of. bears, has read, has ſwept over, 
ce theſe ſufferings ſo truly depicted in the 
ce hiſtory of your life. Thrice have the pages 
© been bedewed by my tears. My preſent 
* hope is to ſee a continuation of your hiſ- 
© tory written on the now benevolent 
«© banks of the Spree. Alas! ſure, like 
< the firſt navigator of Horace, he muſt in 
© oak and triple ſteal be armed, who 
4 ſhould not feel pity in behalf of an ho- 
cc neſt man, an enlightened author, a 
cc brave ſoldier, and a good citizen. 

« Let me intreat your acceptance of 
cc this teſtimony of the heart, from a man 
«© who, though unknown to you, is, with 
«© the moſt worthy and beſt informed men 


& of Poland, your ſingere admirer. It is 
SIO « a rel- 
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« a teſpectful tribute, paid to uncommon 
© merit. 


«© Tam &c. ““ 


J have here publiſhed the foregoing letter, 
that I may have an opportunity of thank- 
ng the perſon who has paid me ſuch high 
compliments, and who has concealed his 
name that I might not have the difficulty 
of anſwering ſo flattering an epiſtle. 

| feel the happineſs of being held in eſti- 
mation, by the noble minded ; and, if the 
Princeſs Czatoryſka can credit her correſ- 
pondent, and my writings, ſhe will read 
how great my preſent ſenſations of joy are 
at having the happineſs to attain fa invalu- 
able an honour. | 

I might fill a volume with like letters, 


* This letter contains ſome verſes, which are only a 


repetition of ſimilar ſentiments with itſelf, or of facts 


told in the life of the baron. Some of them were ad- 
dreſſed to the Princeſs Czatoryſka, w having read 
the Baron's hiſtory, had become highly intereſted by 
the events it related 
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but they appextain to another colteCtion, 

I met, at Berlin, many old friends of 
both ſexes : among others, an aged inva- 
lid came to ſee me, who was at Glatz, in 
1746, when I cut my way through the 
guard. He was one of the centinels before 
my door, and whom I had thrown down the 
ſtairs. 

Another invalid who had aſſiſted me, when 
impriſoned at Magdeburg, in ridding my- 
ſelf of my bags of ſand, came alſo to viſit 
me. 

The hour of quitting Berlin, and con- 
tinuing my journey into Pruſſia, towards 


Konigſberg, my native country, approach- 


ed. On the eve of my departure, | had 
once again the happineſs of converſing, 
more than two hours, with her Royal 
Highneſs the Princeſs Amelia, ſiſter of 
Frederic the Great. Poſſeſſed of native 
greatneſs of mind and deep penetration 
ſhe ſolely had the honour of gaining the 


* This Prince is ſnppoſed to be the lady fo often 5 


alluded to in the fi it volume. 
entire 
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entire confidence and friendſhip of Fre- 
deric. She as far as ſhe was able, protect» 
ed me in my hour of extreme adverſity ; 
heaped benefits upon me, and more than 
any other perſon in the world, contributed 
to gain my deliverance, Not as a foreign 
officer did fhe receive me, during my ſtay 
in Berlin, but as a friend, as an aged pa- 
triot; and laid her commands upon me to 
write immediately to my wife, and requeſt 
that ſhe would come to Berlin, in the month 
of June, with her two eldeſt daughters. 
I received her promiſe that the happineſs 
of the latter ſhould be her care ; nay, that 
ſhe would certainly remember my wife in 
her will. 

At this moment, when about to depart, ſhe. 
affectionately aiked me if I had money ſuf- 
ficient for the expences of my journey: 
Les, madam, was my reply; “ for myſelf 
want nothing, aſk nothing; but may 
you remember my children!“ 

The ſenſibility, the deep feeling with 
which I pronounced theſe words, moved the 
princeſs ; ſhe ſhewed me how perfectly ſhe 
Me com- 
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comprehended my meaning, took me by 
the hand, and ſaid, “Return, my friend, 
„ quickly; I ſhall be moſt happy to ſee 
5" 00.” 

I haſtliyleft the room za kind of indeci- 
ſion came over me. I was inclined to re- 
main ſome days longer at Berlin. Had I 
done ſo, my preſence would moſt indubi- 
tably have been of great advantage to my 
children. Alas ! ever under the guidance 
of my evil genius, I began my journey. 
The clear proſpect of futurity was inſtantly 
overclouded; the principal purpoſe for 
which I came to Berlin fruſtrated ; for five 
days after my departure ,the Princeſs Ame- 

1a died! 

Is not this a new proof that my implaca- | 
ble deſtiny will never quit purſuing me, even 
to the grave? He who reads my hiſtory at- 
tentively, will ſee that a thouſand times 
have I beheld the ſhores of happineſs, and 
that the very moment I imagined I was 
about to caſt anchor in the haven of cran- 
quillity, again has an unforeſeen hurricane 


driven me into the very midſt of the wild 
| and 5 
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and angry ocean. Ves, yes,—ſo it has 
been, ſo it ſhall be. 

In vain would the benevolent friends of 
man offer petitions to heaven that my latter 
days might be ſpent in peace. Their pray- 
ers riſe not; they reach not the ſeat of mer- 
cy! Never has heaven inſpired the hearts 
of princes to act effectually in my favour, 
Even when my friends have ſeriouſly in- 
tended to aſſiſt me, or in their wills to be- 
queath me generous legacies, either they 
have been perſuaded to the contrary by 
my enemies, or prevented by death, from 
fulfilling their good intentions. Many fads 
of this kind might I cite, particularly fome 
that have been occaſioned by father con- 
feſſors. | 

This laſt unfortunate accident befel me 
through my own fault; I ought better to 
have employed the favourable moment, 
The more critical it was the more ardent 
ſhould I have been not to bave let it eſcape. 
But I imagined mylelf too certain. I was 
too timid, had too much ſenſibility, or 
rather indeed, too much pride, to let inte- 
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reſted views be ſeen, at ſuch a moment. 

© Well, well—who can recall the paſt * 
lt is the will of providence thus to re- 
ce ſtrict your happineſs.” _ 

Such are the apophthegms in which the 
credulous find conſolation : for my own 
part, I am of the ſect of the ſceptics. I 
am convinced that, by ill-timed delicacy, 
I have negleted many opportunities of 
making my fortune. Neither ſhall ſatan be 
a:zcuſed of interfering, for he has had too 
many proofs it is not in his pos er to make 
me deſpair; he cannot ſo entrap my ſoul, 
which on the contrary is rather inſpired, by 
diſappointment, with new fortitude, to en- 
counter new misfortune. If it be the will 
of heaven that 1 am not to enjoy happi- 
neſs here, on earth, but that my chriſtian 
ſpirit muſt content itſelf with court compli- 
ments, reputation acquired, and the world's 
Compaſſion, without expecting any thing 
from the magnanimity of the belt of ſove. 
xeigns ; then will 1 live ſatisfied, in my 


confined circle, and comfort mylelt with 
the 
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the reflection that I have deſerved bet- 


der. 

If wealth be neceflary to happineſs, ſo 
indeed muſt my happineſs be ſmall, It is 
now winter with me, and never more can 
it be ſpring. I will no more be the dupe 
of vague and filly hopes. Plans of ag- 
grandizement I am too old to form ; am 
too proud, too obſtinate and headſtrong 
for the precincts of a court. 

Peace be to thy aſhes noble princets ! 
Thy will was good, and be that ſufficient. 
I ſhall not want materials to write a com- 
mentary on the hiſtory of Frederic, when 
in company with thee, I ſhall wander on the 
banks of Styx ; there, the events that have 
happened on this poor earth niay be written, 
without ſcruple or danger. Uill when, it 
1s moſt probable, I ſhall give repoſe to my 
pen, unleſs ſome extraordinary incidents 
ſhould once more reanimate my ſelf-love 
and, by the publication of new truths, I 
ſhould be induced to expoſe myſelf io new 
perſecutions; from which, however, may 
the good God preſerve me ! He can have 


no 
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no pleaſure in ſeeing his creatures unhap- 
py. He yet may inſpire the hearts of 
kings, to think of what J have been de- 
prived, and of what is my due. 

So proceed we with our ſtory. 

Cn the 22d of March I departed from 
Ferlin, and purſued my journey to K-nig- 
{berg, but remained two days at the court 
of the Margrave of Brandenburgh Schwedt, 
where I was received with kindneſs and eſ- 
teem. The Margrave had beſtowed fa- 
vours on me, during my impriſonment at 
Magdeburg. 

I departed thence through Soldin to 
Schildberg, there to viſit my relation Sidau, 
who had married the daughter of my ſiſter, 
which daughter my ſiſter had by her firſt 
huſband Waldow, of whom 1 have fo often 
Fpcken in my firſt volume. I found my 
kinſman a worthy and honourable man, 
and one who made the daughter of an un- 
tortunate ſiſter happy. I was received at 
bis houſe with open arms, and for the firſt 
time during an interval of two and forty 
years, beheld one of my own relations, 


On 
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On my journey thither, I had the unex- 
pected pleaſure to meet with Lieutenant- 
general Kowalſky. This good gentleman 
was a lieutenant in the garrifon of Glatz, 
in the year 1746, and was an ocular witneſs 
when I leaped from the wall of the ram- 
part. He had read my hiſtory, with lome 
of the principal facts of which he was pre- 
viouſly acquainted. Should any one there- 
fore doubt concerning thoſe incidents which 
J have related, of my eſcape from Glatz, 
and which becauſe of the difficulties at- 
tending their execution, have been by ſome, 
incapable themlelves of a like enterpri'e, 
ſuppoſed incredible, I may refer them to 
him, whole teſtimony cannot be ſuſpecced, 

From Schildiberg I proceeded to Land- 
ſberg, on the Warta.. Here I found my 
brother-in-law, Colonel Pape, commander 
of the Cotz dragoons, nd the ſecond huſ- 
band of my decealed ter; and here I 
paſſed a happy and a joyous day, Every 
body congratulated- me on iny glorious re- 
turn into my country, and offered up their 
ardent prayers for my future felicity. 

| M 5 1 found 
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I found relations in almoſt every garri- 
ſon, and was almoſt every were detained. 
Never did man receive more honourable 
marks of eſteem throughout a kingdom. 
The general knowledge of my unmerited 
calamities procured me this ſweet conſola- 
tion; and I were infenſible indeed, and 
ungrateful, did my heart remain unmoved 
on occaſions like theſe. 
Yes, this 1s* my delectable reward ;— 
a reward not conferred by princes; a re- 
ward to which virtue only can aſpire ; and 
which has been beſtowed upon me with 
profuſion; a reward which the hatred of 
the puiſſant Frederic could retard, but 
could not prevent ; Nature had given me 
too robuſt a body: a reward ſo great, ſo 
delightful, ſo dear to remembrance, that, 
when put as a counterpoiſe to the afflictions 
I have ſuffered for the ſpace of two and 
forty years, I hold it more than equivalent, 
and I feel it overbalances them all! My 
heart glories in its paſt groans, all my 
wounds are healed, and, though the ſcars 
remain, they remain but the honour- 
able proofs of victory. 
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Raiſed by misfortune, I live my coun- 
try's monument, where many inſtructive, 
many exemplary leſſons may be read. Re- 
member me, O my friends, in the hour of 
ſorrow ; relate my ſtory to your children: 
publiſh aloud that my bones have deſerved 
to be laid in the ſepulchre of my forefa- 
thers; and, though I am not permitted 
to reſt my white locks on the pillow of re- 
pole in my own country, though it be 
my deſtiny to die in the land to which envy, 
impoſture, imbecility, and a thirſt of ill- 
gotten gain have baniſhed me, ſtill let my 
memory live among you; ſtill let me hope 
my name ſhall be held in veneration! To 
you [ leave my children ! in them may you 
behold their father's probity revive ; them 

may you diſtinguiſh from the children of 
thoſe who have ſuffered nothing for, loſt 
nothing in, their country. 
In Auſtria I never can expect a like re- 
ception ; I am there miſtaken, and 1 feel 
little inclination to labor at removing miſ- 
takes ſo rooted. Yet, even there, as in 
Pruſſia, am I, by the general voice, ap- 
M 6 proved, 
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proved. Yes, I am admired, but not 
known; pitied, but not fupported ; honour- 
ed, but not rewarded. The powerful are 
wilfully blind. Yet blind may they re- 
main, I will not grieve. © Who,” ſaith 
“Gellert, “ is the great man by whom 
* thou art honoured ? Say, doth. he truly 
© know to eſtimate merit? Imagine him 
„ deprived of titles, his riches loſt, his 
© badges of honour gone, and perhaps 
e thou vouldſt then contemn his applauſe, 
“ for thou wouldſt deſpiſe his perſon.“ 
When at Berlin, 1 diſcovered an error I 
had committed in the firit volume of my 
Life. At the time J wrote, having been 
wrong informed, I believed that the poſt- 
maſter-general of Berlin, M. Derſchau, 
was my mother's brother, and the ſame 
perſon who, in 1742, was, firſt, grand 
counſellor at Glogau, and, afterward, pre- 
{ident in Eaſt Frieſeland. I was decerved : 
the Perſchauv, who is my mother's brother, 
is ſtill living, and preſident at Aurich in 
Eaſt Frieſciand,- The poſtmaſter was the 
ſen of the old Derſchau who died a gene- 
ral, 
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ral, and who was only diſtantly related to 
my mother. Neither is the younger Derſ- 
chau, who is the colonel of a regiment at 
Burg, the brother of my mother, but only 
her firſt-couſin ; one of their ſiſters married 
Lieutenant-colonel Oſtau, whole ſon, the 
preſident Oſtau, now lives on his own 
eſtate, at Lablack, in Pruſſia, 

Lmention this atpreſentfor the information 
of a perſon who, becauſe I had committed 
this trifling error, which was cauſed by my 
having been abſent from my country above 
five and forty years, thence took occaſion 
to perſuade the world my hiſtory was all 
falſe: having corrected the miſtake, I may 
add, I do not ſuppoſe any Derſchau has 
reaſon to be aſhamed of being allied to the 
family of Trenck, which, for three hun- 
dred years paſt, has intermarried with the 
moſt ancient families in Pruflia, and which 
in the hiſtory of the country, has given in- 
conteſtable proofs of real nobility of heart. 

I was, likewiſe, deceived in having ſuſ- 
pected a lieutenant, whoſe name is Mol- 
linie, in the narrative I gave of my flight 
from Glatz, of having acted as a ſpy upon 


me 
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me at Braunau, and of having ſent inform- 
ation to General Fouquet. I am ſorry. 
This honeſt man is ſtill alive, a cap- 
tain in Brandenburg. He was affected at 
my ſuſpicion, fully juſtified himſelf, and 
here I publicly apologize. He then was, 
and again is become my friend. The per- 
ſon who really gave information, to Gene- 
ral Fouquet, was Captain Nimſchofſky, my 
own couſin, who came to viſit me at Brau- 
nau, and, under the maſk of friendſhip, . 
concealed the traitor. 

I have allo received a fingular letter: 
from one Lieutenant Brodowſky. I his: 
extraordinary gentleman is offended at 
finding his mother's name in my narrative, 
and demands I ſhould retract my words. 
Alas ! how can I retract the truth : and 
truth too which cannat be offenſive to any 
perſon? Menaces never yet could induce 
me to commit ſuch an action. 

My readers certainly will allow the vir- 
tue of Madam Brodowſky, at i:]bing, is not 
impeached. Although have faid I hid 


the fortune to be belaved by her, I have 
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no where intimated that I aſked, or that 
ſhe granted, improper favours. 

Certainly 1 had no intention to injure: 
my preceptor Brodowſky,who had lived-in 
my father's houſe, and who afterward 
journeyed to my mother, purpoſely to pro- 
cure me ſpeedy ſuccour. I never meant to 
injure his honour living, nor his memory 
dead.. 
| The parents having been my friends, I 
certainly wiſh I could oblige the ſon ; but I 
never can write that facts, inſerted in the 
hiſtory of my life, which have happened to 
myſelf are falſe or imaginary. A man of 
underſtanding will not be angry ſhould an- 
other ſay to him, ©« Your mother once loved 
* me.” M. Brodowſky, the father, never 
was jealous ; and it is ſtrange indeed, that 
his ſon ſhould be. 1 here declare that, 
with reſpe& to myſelf, Madam Brodowſky 
was certrinly chaſte; but I alſo here de- 
clare I have a right to aſſume ſome merit to 
myſelf. This I think a ſufficient anſwer to 
the letter of the lieutenant. 5 

By 
A | 
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By the expreſs deſire of a perſon of diſ- 
tinction I ſhall inſert an incident, in this 
place, which I omitted. in the ſecond vo- 
lume, leſt l mould have fatigued my read- 
ers by a too circumſtantial recital of my 
various attempts to. eſcape from priſon, 
This honourable perſon was himſelf an eye 
witneſs of this incident Lam about to relate, 
at Magdeburg, and reminded me of the 
affair. It was my laſt attempt but one at 
flight. The circumſtances were theſe : 

As I found myſelf. unable. to get rid of 
more ſand, after having once again cut 
through the planking and mined the found. 
ation, 1 made a hole toward the foſſe, or 
ditch, in which three centinels were ſtation— 
ed. This I executed one ſtormy night, it 
being eaſy, from the lightneſs of the ſand, 
to perform the work in two hours. 

No ſooner had I broken through, than ! 
filently drew. back the ſand within the hole, 
and threw one of my flippers beſide the pa- 
l:tacioes, that it might be ſuppoſed I had 
loſt it when climbing over them. Theſe 


paliſadoes, twelve feet in height, were fitu- 
ated 
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ated in the front of the principal foſſe, and 
my centinels ſtood within. There was no 
centry- box at the place where I had broken 
through. 

This done I returned into my priſon, 
made another hole under the planking, 
where I could hide myſelf, and ſtopped up 
the paſſage behind me, fo that it was not 
probable I could be ſeen or found. 

When day-light came the centinel ſaw 
the hole, and gave the alarm, the officer 
ran terrified, the flipper was found, and x 
was concluded that Trenck had fortunately 
eſcaped over the paliſadoes, and was no 
longer in priſon. | 

Immediately the ſub- governor came from 
Magdeburg, the alarm guns were fired, 
the horſe ſcoured the country, and the for- 
tification and ſubterranean paſſages were all 
viſited ; no tidings came; no diſcovery was 
made, and the concluſion was, I had cer. 
tainly eſcaped. That 1 ſhould fly without 
the knowledge of the centinels was deemed 
impoſſible; the officer, and all the guard, 


were 
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were put under arreſt, and. every body was 
firuck dumb with ſurpriſe. 

I, in the mean time, ſate quiet, in my 
hole, where I heard their ſearches and iup- 
poſitions that I certainly was gone. My 
heart bounded with joy, and 1 held eſcape 
to be indubitable. They molt undoubted- 
ly would not have placed centinels over 
the priſon the following night, and I then 
really ſhoald have left my place of conceal- 
ment, and moſt, probably, have ſafely ar- 
rived in Saxony, My cruel deſtiny how- 
ever, robbed me of all hope at the very 
moment when | ſuppoſed the greateſt of my 
difficulties conquered. 

Every ching ſeemed to happen as I could 
wiſh, The whole garriſon came, and vi- 
fited the caſemates, and all ſtood aſtoniſh- 
ed at the miracle they beheld. In this 
ſtate things remained till four o'clock in 
the afternoon. At length. an enſign of the 
militia came, a boy of about 15 or 16 years 
of age, a very chicken in appearance, but 
who had more wit than any or all of them. 
He - approached the hole, examined the 

aperture 
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aperture next the foſſe, thought it appeared 


very ſmall, endeavoured to enter it himſelf 


found he could not, therefore concluded 
it was impoſſible a man of my ſize could 
have paſſed through, and accordingly call- 
ed for a light. 

T his was an accident I had not forefeen. 
Half ſtifled in my hole, I had opened the ca- 
nal under the planking. No ſooner had the 
youth procured a light, than he perceived 
my white ſhirt, examined nearer, felt about, 
and laid hold of me by the arm. 

The fox was caught, and the laugh was 
univerſal. My chagrin and confufion may 


. eaſily be imagined. They all came round 


me, paid me their compliments, and find- 
ing nothing better was to be done, I laughed 
in company with them, and thus laughing, 
was led back, with an aching, a diſtracted 
heart to be ſorrowfully enchained in my 
dungeon. 

1The contrivance was highly applauded 
by all thoſe who wiſhed I might effe& my 
:{cape, among whom was the honourable per- 
ſon 


— — 
— —— 


— * - = — — 
UUUUUͤ— —ð—ßt ˙— ˙ ˙—ů — — 


th the = * 
2——— — — — OR 


— —— 
—  - — ́ꝓ“Ú — — _ — 
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fon. who defired I would here inſert this 
anecdote. 


I continued my journey, and arrived, on 
the fourth of April, at Königſberg, where 
my brother impatiently expected my ar- 
rival. We  embaraced as brothers muſt, 
after an abſence of two and forty years. 
Of all my brothers and ſiſters I had left in 
this city, he only remained. He lived a 
retired and peaceable life on his own eſtates, 
fulfilling all the duties of a man. He had 
no children living. I continued a fortnight 
in company with him, and his worthy wife 
at Kcnigſberg, with infinite ſatisfaction 
of heart, and afterward went with him to 
bis country feat, where I ſtayed fix weeks. 

Happy days ! Numbered amongſt the 
moſt happy of my life! In the midſt of re- 
lations, nephews, nephews' children, cou- 
üns and kinſmen of all degrees, who came 
to compliment me on my return to reviſit 


the place of my nativity, I imagined my- 
ſelf 


61 
felf the father of the family : I enjoyed 
that happineſs which a fire enjoys, whole 
name is one of the molt reſpectable of the 
land, and who is related, by ties of blood 
to moſt of che neighbouring families, 

Man, at a certain time of life, 1s no where 

ſo happy as at home, eſpecially if, like me, 

he has wandered into foreign lands, ſeen 
their manners and cuſtoms, and been re- 
ceived by their inhabitants with Pages, 
and friendſhip. 

Here for the firſt time, I learnt what 
had happened to my relations, during my 
abſence. The wrath of the great Frede- 
ric extended itſelf to all my family. My 
ſecond brother was an enlign in the regi- 
ment of cuiraſſiers at Kiow, in theyear 1745, 
when I firſt incurred diſgrace from the king. 
Sixfycars he ſerved, fought at three battles, 
but becauſe his name was 'Trenck, never 
was promoted, Weary of expectation, he 
at length quited the army, married and 
lived on his eſtate at Meicken, where he di- 
ed, about three years ago, and left two 


ſons, 
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ble of rendering the ſtate eſſential ſervice, 
as a military man, for the ſoldier's profeſ- 
ſion was his choice: but he was my brother 
and the king would never ſuffer his name to 
be mentioned. 

My youngeſt brother applied pimſelf to 
the ſciences ; it waspropoſed that he ſhould 
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ligent and well-informed man : but the 
king anſwered in the margin of the peti- 
tion. | 


% No Trenck is good for any thing.” 
Thus has all my family ſuffered, becauſe 


meitioned brother choſe the life of a pri- 
vate man, and lived at his eaſe, in eſtima- 
tion and independance, among the firſt 
people of the kingdom, _ 

The hacred of the monarch extended it- 
ſelf to my fitter, who had married the ſon 


ſons, who are an honour to the famlly of 


Common fame ſpoke him a perſon capa- 


receive ſome civil employment, as an intel- 


of my unjuſt condemnation. My laſt- 
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of General Waldow, and lived in widow- 
hood from the year 1749, to her ſecond 
marriage. The misfortunes of this excel- 
lent woman, in conſequence of the treach- 
ery of Weingarten, and the aid ſhe ſent to 
me in my, priſon at Magdeburg, I have be- 
Y fore related. She was poſſeſſed of the fine 
e .ſtate of Hammer, near Landſberg on he 
Warta. Ihe Ruſſian army changed the 
whole face of the country, and laid it de- 
ſert. She fled, with what effects ſhe could 
collect, to Cuſtrin, where every thing hke- 
wiſe was burnt and deſtroyed during the 
ſiege. The Pruſſian army itſelf demoliſhed 
the fine foreſts. 

After the war, the king aſſiſted all the 
ruined families of Brandenburg ; ſhe alone 
obtained nothing, becauſe ſhe was my ſiſ- 
ter. She petitioned the king, who replied 
ſhe muſt ſeek for redreſs from her dear 
brother. 

She died in the flower of her age, a 
ſhort time after ſhe had married her ſe- 
cond huſoand, the preſent Colonel Pape: 
her 
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her ſon, alſo died laſt year. He was captain 
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in the regiment of the Gotz dragoons. 


Thus were all my brothers and ſiſters 


puniſhed becauſe they were mine. Who 
is he that ſhall afford retribution for fo 
many tragical events ? Could it ever be be- 
lieved that the great Frederic, like the 
great Zabaoth, would revenge himſelf on 
the children and the children's children ? 
Was it not ſufficient that he ſhould wreak 
his wrath on my head alone ? Why has the 
name of Trenck been hateful to him, to 
the very hour of his death ? This- muſt 
ever remain an incomprehenſible enigma. 

I never would baſely kiſs the foot that 
ſpurned me. M hen innocent, I ſought to 
avoid being ſpurned, and know ww 
guilty of no other crime. 

One Derſchau, captain of horſe and ute- 
rine brother of my mother, ſecretly ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to the king, in 1753, al- 
leged he was my neareſt relation, and feu- 
dal heir, and petitioned that he would be- 
ſtow on him my confiſcated eſtate of Great 


Sckarlack. 
The 
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The king demanded that the neceffary 


a proofs ſhould be ſent from the chamber at 
Königſberg. He was informed that I had 


two brothers living, that Great Scharlack 
was an ancient family inheritance, and that 
it appertained to my brothers, and not tv 


Derſchau. 


My brothers then announced themſelves 


as the immediate ſucceſſors to this fief, and 


the king beſtowed on them the eſtate of 
Great Scharlack, conformable to the feu- 
dal laws. That it might be properly di- 
vided, it was put up to auction, and 
bought by the youngeſt of my brothers, 
who paid the ſurplus to the other, and my 
ſifter. He likewiſe paid debts, charged 
upon it according to the expreſs orders of 
the court, The perſons who called them- 


ſelves my creditors, were impoſtors, for I 


had no creditors ; I was but nineteen when 
my eſtates were confiſcated, conſequently 
was not of age. By what right, therefore 
could ſuch debts be demanded, or paid ? 
Let them explain this who can. Any man 

VOL M. N might 
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might ſay whatever he pleaſed for I was not 


preſent to contradict. 

The ſame thing happened, we an ac- 
"count was given into the Fifcus of the 
guardianſhip, although I acknowtedge my 
guardians were men of probity. One of 
them, however, was eight years in pofſſeſ- 
ſon, and, when he gave it up to my bro- 
thers, he did not account with them for a 
ſingle ſhilling. 

At preſent therefore the affair ſtands 


thus: Frederic William has taken off the 


ſentence of confiſcation, and ordered me 
to be put in poſſeſſion of my eſtates, by a 
gracious reſcript: empowered by this I 
come and demand reſtitution : my bro- 
ther anſwers, ** I have bought and paid 
<< for the eſtate, I am the legal poſſeſſor, 
<< have improved it ſo much that Great 
4 Scharlack, at preſent, is worth three or 
6. four times the ſum it was at the time of 
& confiſcation. Let the Fiſcus pay me its 
« actual value, and then let them beſtow it 


con whom they pleaſe. If che reigning king 
oh gives 
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* cives what his predeceſſor ſold to me, I 
4e. ought not thereby to be a laſer.” 
This is a problem which the people of 
Berlin muſt reſolve. My brother has no 
childern, and without going to law, will 
bequeath Great Scharlack co mine, when 
he ſhall happen to die. If he is forced in 
effect to reſtore it, without being reim- 
burſed, the king inſtead of granting a 
&vour, has not done juſtice, I do not re- 
queſt any reſtitution like this, fince ſuch 
reſtitution would be made without aſking 
it, as a favour of the king. If his Majeſty 
takes off the confiſcation, becauſe he is con- 
vinced it was originally violent and unjuſt, 
then have I a right to demand the rents of 
two and forty years. This I am to require 
from the Fiſcus not from my brother. 

And ſhould the Fiſcus only reſtore me 
the price for-which it then ſold, it would 
commit a manifeſt injuſtice, ſince all eſtates 
in the province of Pruffia have ſince the 
year 1746, tripled and quadrupled their 
value, 
If the eſtate deſcends only to my child- 
N 2- ren 
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ren after my death, I receive neither right 
| nor favour; for in this caſe, I obtain no 
W | thing for myſelf, I ſhall remain deprived 
| of the rents, which, as the eſtate is at pre- 


ſent farmed by my brother, amount to four 
thou:and rix-dollars per annum. This eſtate 


| | cannot be taken from him legally, fince he 
= enjoys it by right of purchaſe. It will not 
þ | i be the king, who, when I am dead, will be- 
1 ſtow it upon my children: but my brother 
Wo who will bequeath it them by will. 


Such is the preſent ſtate of the buſineſs, 
How the benevolent monarch ſhall think 
7 proper to decide, will be ſeen hereafter. 
= | I have demanded of the Fiſcus, that it 


<4 | ſhall make a fair valuation of Great Schar- WM 
3 | j lack, reimburſe my brother, and reſtore it 7 
1 io me. My brother has other eſtates, 
bu | Theſe he will diſpoſe of by teſtament, ac- 5 
4 cording to his good pleaſure. J 


Be theſe things as they may, the purpoſe : 


A g of my journey is accompliſhed. My bro- 
bo | ther is my friend, and the father of my 
= children. My fon is in bis majeſty's ſer-lf 
We vice, and my honour is juſtified in m 


own 
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dn country, In Pruſſia at leaſt, I am vic- 
torious over fate. 

Reader, if thou haſt noble thoughts, re- 
joice with me, and from my hiſtory, learn 
that evil itſelf may convert to good, In 
the nineteenth year of my age, I loſt my 


and fortitude excepted, and theſe it was 
not in the power of the deſpot to take. 
Two and forty years have I lived deprived 
of my property, two and forty years endur- 
ed poverty, and eden exceſſive indigence, 
with the exception of ſome few intervals, 
without ever being guilty of meanneſs, and, 
in the moment of good fortune, I have 
been liberal even to prodigality. I often 


ceiver. Thoſe who plundered me bluſh at 
my name. I walk proudly even in the pre- 
lence of kings. I write truths without dif 
guiſe, and my writings find toleration, ang 
privilege. I was deſpiſed, condemned, 
and rejected, yet obtained, even in the 
dungeon's depth, than which no man could 


N 3 deſcend 


fortune, my liberty, my all, honour and 


have been deceived, but never was a de- 
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bluts my memory, and only the unfeeiing, 
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deſcend lower, the general eſteem and ap- 
probation of the worthy. 

Thou great God haſt preſerved me 
amidſt my trouble. The pureſt gratitude 
penetrates my heart. Oh that it might pleaſe 
thee never to let mortal endure what I have 
endured, or, if ſo it cannot be, that thou 
wouldſt grant him equal ſtrength to wreſtle 
with woe! Oh that thou wouldſt ſhield 
man from arbitrary power, and baniſh def- 
potiſm from the earth! Diſhonour, calt 
headlong down, and exterminate the enemy 


of man, and let all prevaricating judges 


be like mine, reduced to cleanſe the 
ſtreets of filth. Suffer not the hypocritical 


knave to injure and inſult the virtuous. 
May this tragical narration be a leſſon to 


the afflicted, afford hope to the de'parring, 
fortitude to the wavering, and ſhake and 
humanize the hearts of kings ? 

Joyfully do I journey to the ſhores of 
death. My duty is fulfilled, my end at- 
tained, tranquillity deſerved. My conſct- 
ence is void of reproach, poſterity ſhall 


the 
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e 
the wicked, the confeſſors of Princes, and 
the pious impoſtor, ſhall vent their rage 
againſt my writings, My few remaining 
hours of life ſhall {till be dedicated to the 
love of men. For my own part, my wants 
are few. My mind is defirous,of repoſe; 
and ſhould this be denied me, ſtill wil! I 
not murmur. I now with to ſteal gently, 
though not wholly unknown, toward that Jail 
aſylum, whither if I had gone in my youth, 
it muſt have been with colours flying, 
Grant, Almighty God, that the prayer 1 
this day make may be heard, and that ſuch 
may be the concluſion of my eventful life, 
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FRANCIS BARON TRENCK, 


A PARTISAN COLONEL, AND COMMANDER IN CHIEF 
OF THE PANDOURS, IN THE SERVICE OF HER 
MAJESTY THE. EMPRESS-QUKEN, 
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FREDERICK BARON TRENCK, 
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FRANCIS BARON TRENCK. 
— _____— 


RANCis Baron Trenck was born, in 
1714, in Calabria, a province of Sicily, 
His father was then a governor, and heu- 
tenant=colonel there, and died, poſſeſſed 
of theſe honours, in 1743, at Leitſchau in 
Hungary, lord of the rich manors of Pre- 
ſtowacz, Pleternitz, and Pakratz, in Scla- 
vonia, and other conſiderable eſtates in 
Hungary. His chriſtian name was John ; 
he was my father's brother, and born in 
Königſberg, in Pruſſia, where the family is 
well known, and where it has poſſeſſed 
eſtates ever ſince the times or the Teuto- 
nic knights, 

The name of his mother was Kettler: 
N 6 ihe 
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ſhe was born in Courland, but I am unac- 
quainted with her family. 

Suffice it to ſay that Trenck, whoſe hiſ- 
tory I write, was, both by father and 
mother, a gentleman of ancient family ; and 
that his grandfather and mine was of Pruſ- 
ſia. He was not, as his enemies propoga- 
ted at Vienna, the ſon of a Sclavonian robber 
His father who had ſerved Auſtria, with 
honour, till the age of fixty-eight, died as 
I have ſaid, at Leitſchau, with the rank of 
colonel, and bore thoſe wounds to his 
grave which atteſted his warlike valour. 

Francis Baron Trenck was his only ſon ; 
he had attained the rank of colonel during 
his father's life, and ſerved with diſtinction 
in the army of Maria Thereſa. 

I ſhall ſay nothing of his early youth. The 
hiſtory of his life, which he publiſhed in 
1747, when he was under confinement at 
Vienna, is ſo full of minute circumſtances, 
and ſo poorly written, that I ſhall make 
but little uſe of it, Here I ſhall relate on- 


ly what I have heard from the moſt Frog 
a & 
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able perſons, from his enemies themſelves, 
and what I have myſelf ſeen. 

His ancient father, a bold and daring 
ſoldier, idolizing his only ſon, and, ſuper- 
latively avaricious, wholly neglected his 
education, ſo that the paſſions of his ſon 
were moſt unbridled. Endowed by nature 
with very extraordinory talents, the heir of 
a rich father, this ardent youth was early 
his own maſter, and allowed to indulge the 
impetuous fire of his conſtitution. Mode. 
ration was ever utterly unknown to him, 
and good fortune mo:t remarkably favour- 
ed all his enterprizes. Theſe were nume- 
rous, undertaken from no principle of virtue, 
nor actuated by any motives of humanity, 
The love of money, and the deſire of fame, 
were the paſſions of his ſoul. All his wiſhes 
were ſucceſsful, therefore were all his wiſhes 
indulged. To his warlike inclination was 
added the inſenſibility of heart natively 
wicked; and he found himſelf an actor, on 
the great ſcene of life, at a time when the 
earth was drenched with human gore, and 
when the ſword decided the fate of nations: 
hence this chief of pandours, this ſcourge 


of 
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of the unprotected, naturally became an 
iron-hearted enemy, a ferocious foe of the 
human race, a formidable enemy in private 
life, and a perfidious friend. 
Conſtitutionally choleric and fanguinary, 
addicted to voluptuous pleaſures, ſenſual, 
and brave; he was unappeaſed when af- 
fronted, prompt to act, in the moment of 
danger circumſpect, and when under the 
dominion of anger, inhuman and cruel, 
even to fury; irreconcileable, artful, fertile 
in invention, and ever intent on great pro- 
When youth and beauty inſpired love, 
he then became ſupple, inſinuating, aima- 
ble, gentle, reſpectful; yet ever excited, 
by pride, unceaſingly to purſue his purpoſe, 
each conqueſt gave but new deſires of ad- 
ding another ſlave over whom he might do- 
mineer ; and whenever he encountered un- 
ſhaken reſiſtance, he even then ceaſed to be 
avaricious. Aprudentandintelligent woman, 
turning this part of his character to advantage, 
might have formed this very ſingular man 
tovirtue, probity, and the love of the human 
race; 
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race; but from his moſt tender infancy, 
his wi 1 had never fuffered reftraint, and he 
thought nothing impoſſible. As a foldier, he 
was bold even to temerity ; capable of the 
moſt hazardous enterpriſe, and of laughing 
at the danger himfelf provoked. His am- 
bitious projetts were the more elevated be- 
cauſe that the acquirement of renown was 
the intent of all his actions. In council 
he was dangerous; every thing muſt cede 
to his views. To bim the means, by 
which his end was to be obtained, were in- 
different. Woe to the wretch who hoped 
to excite his compaſſion, by ſubmiſſion 
and prayer. . 

The Croats'M this time were undiſci- 
plined, prone to rapine, thirſting for hu- 
man blood, and only taught obedience by 
violence and blows; theſe had been the 
companions of his infancy : theſe he un- 
dertook to ſubjeR, by ſervitude and fear, 
to military ſubordination, and, from ban- 
ditti, to make them ſoldiers. His habit- 


val intercourſe. with ſuch a ſpecies of men 
=" gave 
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gave him that fierceneſs of character, which 
has been ſo often remarked in tyrants. 
With reſpect to his exterior, nature had 


was ſix feet three inches, and though his 
ſtature was thus gigantic, the ſymmetry of 
his limbs was exact; his form was upright, 
his countenance agreeable, yet maſculine, 
and his ſtrength almoſt incredible. He 
could ſever the head from the body 
of the largeſt ox, with one ſtroke of his 
ſabre, and he was ſo adroit at this Turk- 
iſh practice that he at length could behead 
men in the manner Ws do nettles. In the 
latter years of his li aſpect was be- 
come terrible; for durin Bavarian war 
he had been ſcorched by the exploſion of a 
powder-barrel, and ever after his face re- 
mained ſcarred and impregnated with black 
pots. 
In company he rendered himſelf exceed- 
ingly agreeable, ſpoke ſeven languages flu- 
ently, was jocular, poſſeſſed wit, and 
in ſerious converſation underſtanding ; had 


learned muſic, ſung withetaſte, and had 4 
good 
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been prodigal of her favours. His height 


„ 


2 good voice, ſo that he might have been 
well paid as an actor, had that been his 
fate. He could even, when fo diſpoſed, 
become gentle and complaiſant : but where- 
ver he could command, he was a monſter. 

His look told the man of obſervation, 
that he was cunning and choleric ; and his 
wrath was terrible. He was ever ſuſpici- 
ous, becauſe he judged others by himſelf. 
Self- intereſt and avarice ever conſtituted his 
ruling paſſion, and whenever he had an op- 
portunity of increaſing his wealth, he equal- 
ly diſregarded the duties of religion, the 
ties of honour, and human pity. In the 
thirty-firſt year of his age, when he was 
poſſeſſed of nearly two millions, he did not 
expend a florian per day, fo that he even 
denied himſelf neceſſaries. | 

As he and his pandours always led the 
van, and as he thence had opportunity to 
ravage the country, at the head of troops ſa 
addicted to rapine, we muſt not wonder that 
Bavaria, Sileſia, and Alſatia, were ſo plun- 
dered. He alone purchaſed the booty 
from his troops, at a low price, and this 


he 


( a82 )} 
he ſent by water to his own eſtates. If any 
one of his officers had made a rich capture, 


Trenck inſtantly became his enemy. He 


was ſent on every dangerous expedition, 
till he fell, and the colonel became his uni- 
verſal heir; for Trenck appropriated all he 
he could to himſelf. 55 
He was reputed to be a man moſt 
expert in military ſcience, an excel- 
lent engineer, and to poſſeſs an exact 
eye in eſtimating heights and diftances. 
Hence had he the firſt of advantages that 
a partifan leader can enjoy, that of being 
perfectly acquainted with the. country in 
which the war is carcied on. Fn all enter- 
prizes he was the firſt; mured to fatigue, 
his iron body could. ſupport it without in- 
convenience. Nothing eſcaped his vigt- 
lance, all was turned to account, and what 
valour could not accompliſh cunning ſup- 
plied. His pride ſuffered him not to incur 
an obligation, and thus was he by princi- 
ple unthankful ; his actions all centred in 
ſelf, and as he was remarkable fortunate in 


whatever he undertook, he aſcribed 185 
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that which accident gave to foreſight and 
genius. Depending thus on himſelf, he 


was incapable of ſeeking, valuing, or main 


raining friendſhip, therefore was abandon» 
ed when he moſt needed the firm ſupport 
of friendſhip. 
Yet was he, ever as an officer, a moſt 
uſeful and ineſtimable man to the ſtate. 
His love and reſpect for his ſovereign, and 
his zeal in her ſervice, were unbounded :. 
wherever her glory was at ſtake, he would 


willingly have devoted himſelf her victim. 


This 1 affert to be truth; I probed his 
heart, and knew him well. Of little con- 
ſequence is it to me, whether the hiſtorians 
of Maria Tereſa have or have not, mifre- 
preſented his talents, and the fame he de- 
ſerved. I am one of theſe biographers 
who do not (top to relate trifles. I hold: it 
moſt eſſential, firſt, to deſcribe the true 
character of the man whole life I write; 
his virtues, his vices, and his paſſions, with- 
out diſguiſe; and afterward to ſupport what 
I have affirmed, by the relation of facts, of 
the veracity of which the reader will judge, 


by 
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by comparing them with what he h s be- 
fre learned concern ng the character of 
the man, concerning whom ſuch facts are 
related. 

According to pr nciples like theſe ought 
all the hiſtories of our heroes and monarch3 
to be written: their virtues and vices ought 
ſo to be pourtrayed that their ſucceſſors may 
not be deceived, but may determine for 
themſelves, according to the characteriſtic 
traits laid before their eyes, and amend 
their own errors, 


-_ VEST 
— - 


3 SS ——_ — 


the friends of falſehood. I write not ro- 
mances to diſguiſe the failings or the crimes, 


fy the virtues, of king, or hero. I write 
truth for the information and 1 nen 
of man. 

The life of Trenck I write for the fol- 
lowing reaſons. He had the honour firſt 
to form, and command, regular troops, 
in Sclavonia. The ſoldiers acquired glory 
under their leader, and ſuſtai:.ea the tot- 
tering power of Auſtria ; they made liba- 


he paraſite, and ſelf- 
intereſted and the timid hiſtorian, alike, are 


to palliate the deteſtable acts, or to magni- 


tions 


tions of their blood in its defence, as did 
Trenck, in various battles. He ſerved like 
a brave warrior, with zeal, loyalty, and 
effect. | 

The vile perſecutions of his enemies, at 
Vienna, with whom he refuſed to ſhare the 
plunder he had made, loſt him honour, 
liberty, and not only the perſonal proper- 
y he had acquired, but likewiſe, the fami- 
ly patrimony, in Hungary. He died like a 
malefactor, illegally ſentenced, in impriſon- 
ment; and knaves have affirmed, and fools 
have believed, and believe ſtill, he took the 
king of Pruſſia priſoner, and that he grant- 
ed him freedom, in conſequence of a bribe. 
So have the loyal Hungarians been led to 
ſuppoſe that a Hungarian had really been 
a traitor, 

By my writings, I wiſh to prove to this 
noble nation that Trenck, for his loyalty, 
on the contrary, deſerved compaſſion, eſ- 
teem, and honour, in his country, This 
I have already done in the former part of 
my hiſtory, The truth of this affirmation 
no man denies; for J have offered to bring 
the 
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the legal acts in teſtimony of what J have 
aſſerted, ſhould the monarch be inclined to 
examine events ſo diſhonourable to juſtice, 
or to act, in this caſe, as Frederic William 
has acted, at Berlin, where I have been 
heard in my own juſtification. The dead 
Trenck can ſpeak no more ; but it is the 
duty of the living ever to ſpeak in defence 
of right. 

Trenck wrote his own hiſtory, during 
the ſuits carried on againſt him, while he 
was confined in the arſenal at Vie-na ; and 
in the laſt two ſheets, he openly related the 
manner in which he had been treated by 
the council of war, of which count Lowen- 
walde, his greateſt enemy, was preſident. 
The count, however, found ſupporters too 
powerful, and theſe ſheets were torn from 
the book, and publicly burnt by the hang- 
man at Vienna. Defence after this became 
impoſſible: he groaned under the gripe of 
his adverſaries. | 

I have given a literal copy of theſe ſheets 
in the firſt volume of my life: and I again 


repeat, I am able to prove the truth of what 
is 
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is there aſſerted, by the acts, proceedings, 
and judicial regiſters, which are in my poſ- 
ſeſſion. He was confined in the Spielberg, 
becauſe much was to be dreaded from an 
injured man, whom they knew capable of the 
moſt deſperate interprizes. He died de- 
fenceleſs, the ſacrifice of iniquity and unjuſt 
judges. He died, and his honour remain» 
ed unprotected. 

I am, by-duty his defender : although 
he expired my perſonal enemy, and the au» 
thor of all the ills I have ſuffered. I came 
to the knowledge of his perſecutcrs too late 
for the unfortunate Trenck. And who are 
thoſe who have divided his ſpoils; who 
ſlew him that they'might fatten themſelves? 
Who has ſeen any one of their families 
render a Trenck to the ſtate? Who ever 
diſcovered a man of noble heart amid their 
ofispring ? Proſperity be to your excellen- 
cies, now, by the grace of Heaven and the 
Empreſs, the nobles of the land ! Your 
titles have been paid for from the coffers 
of Trenck! Yet neither can theſe your 
cabals, your wealthy protectors, your own 
EY riches, 
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Fiches, nor your credit at court, deprive 
me of the right of vindicating his fame. 

{ have boldly written, have openly. 
ſhewn, that Trenck was pillaged by you; 
that he ſerved the houſe Auſtria as a wor- 
thy man, with fidelity and zeal ; not by 
coming powdered upon the parade ; not in 
court martials, and committees of inquiry; 
but ſword in hand, fighting for his coun- 
try, ſharing the ſoldier's glory, yet, after- 
ward, falling the victim of envy and power, 
falling by the hands of thoſe who are un- 
worthy, incapable, of judging merit and 
probity. He take the King of Pruſſia! he 
took the Emperor of Morocco. 

Yes he is dead But ſhould any man on 
earth dare openly affirm that the Hunga- 
Tian or the Pruſſian Trenck were either of 
them capable of treaſon, that either of 
them merited puniſhment at Vienna or at 
Berlin, for having betrayed their country, he 
will not have long to ſeek before he will be 
informed that he has done us both injuſtice. 


After this preface I ſhall continue my nar- 
3 | rative 
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rative according to the plan I propoſed 
Trenck the father, was a miſer, paſt ſer- 
vice, yet a well meaning man. Trenck the 
ſon, on the contrary, was a youthful fol- 
dier, turbulent and hot, who ſtood in need 
of money to indulge his pleaſures. Many 
curious pranks he played, when an enſign 
in I know not what regiment of foot. 

He went to one of the collectors of hi 
father's rents and demanded money ; the 
collector refuſed to give him any, and 
Trenck cleaved his ſkull with a ſabre. A 
proſecution was commenced againſt him, * 

but war breaking out, in 1736, between the 
Ruſſians and Turks, he with the permiſſion. 
of the court of Vienna, railed a ſquadron 
of huſſars, and went with it into the Ruſſian 
lervice, contrary to the will of his father, 
In this war he diſtinguiſhed himſelf high- 
ly, and acquired the protection of Field- 
marſhal Munich. He was ſo ſuccelsful, and 
ſo daring, as a partiſan leader againſt the 
Tartars, that he became very famous in 


+ 75 GN. 
This and {imilar anecdotes afford a moſt melancho-. 
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| the army, and at the end of the campaign, 


was appointed major. 


It happened, on the ſame occaſion, that 


flying parties of the Turks approached the 
front of his regiment, when on march, 
and Trenck ſeeing a favourable moment 
for attacking them, went to Colonel Rumin 
deſiring that the regiment might be led to 


the charge, and that they might profit by 


ſo fair an opportunity. The timid colonel 
anſwered, “J have noſuch orders.” Trenck 
then demanded permiſſion to charge the 
Turks only with his own ſquadron; but 
this was refuſed. He immediate became 
furious, for he had never been acquainted 
with contradiction or ſubordination, and 
cried aloud to the ſoldiers—** if there be 
* one brave man among you, let him fol- 
low me.” About two hundred immediate- 
ly ſtepped from the ranks ; he put him- 
ſelf at their head, routed the enemy, made 
a horrible carnage, and returned intoxicat- 
ed with joy, accompanied by priſoners, 
and loaded with diſſevered heads. 
Once more arrived in preſence of the re- 
1 giment, 
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giment, he attacked the colonel, treated 
him like the rankeſt coward, called him 


approbrious names, and beat him, without 


the other daring to make the leaſt reſiſt- 
ance. 

The adventure however, became known; 
Trenck was arreſted and ordered to be tri- 
a | On 

His judges condemned him to be ſhot— 
and the day was appointed—but the even- 
ing before execution, Field-marſhal Mu- 
nich paſſed either by chance or deſign, 
near the tent in which he was confined. 
Trenck ſaw him, come forward, and ſaid, — 
* Certainly your excellency will not ſuffer 
* a foreign cavalier to die an ignominous 
death, becauſe he has chaſtiſed a coward- 
* ly Ruſſian! If I muſt die, at leaft give 
© me permiſſion to ſaddle my horſe, and 
„with my ſabre in my hand, let me fall 
** furrounded by the enemy.“ 

The Tartars happened to be, at this 
time, haraſſing the advanced poſts; the 
licld marſhal ſhrugged his ſhoulders, and 
was filent, —— Trenck, ſtill, not difcou- 


O 2 raged, 
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xaged, added“ I will undertake to bring 
« your excellency three heads, or loſe my 
© own, Will you, if I do, be pleaſed to 
ce grant me my pardon ?”— The field-mar- 
ſhal replied, “ Yes.” The horſe of Trenck 
was immediately brought ; he galloped to 
the enemy, and return ſingly with four 
heads knotted to his horſe's mane, himſelf 
only ſlightly wounded in the ſhoulder. 

Munich embraced him ; and immediate- 
ly appointed him to be a major in another 
regiment. 

Various, and almoſt incredible, were his 
feats; — among others, a Tartar ran him 
through the belly with his lance : Trenck 
graſped the projecting end with his hands, 
exerted his prodigious ſtrength, broke the 
lance, ſet ſpurs to his horſe, and happily 
eſcaped. Of this wound, dreadful as it 
was, he was ſoon cured. 

I myfelf have ſeen the two ſcars, and 
that far may affirm the truth of the fact. I 


alſo learned this, and many others, in 1746, 


trom offers who had ſerved in the ſame 
army, 
+ 
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army, and who had been eye-witneſles of 
what they related. 

During this campaign he behaved with 
great honour, was wounded by an arrow 
in the calf of the leg, and gained the at- 
fection of the Field-marſhal Munich, but 
excited the envy of all the Ruſſians. To- 
ward the concluſion of the war he had a new 
misfortune ; his regiment was on the march, 
and incommoded on all fides by the ene- 
my : he treated his colonel, for the love of 
God, to permit him to attack them. The 
colonel was once more a Ruffian, and he 
was refuſed. Trenck gave him a blow, 
and called aloud to the ſoldiers to follow 
him. They, however, being Ruſſians 
remained motionleſs and he was put un- 
der arreſt, 

The court martial ſentenced him to 
death—and all hope of reprieve ſeemed 
over. The general would willingly have 
granted his pardon, but, as he was himſelf 
a foreigner, he was ſeariul of offending the 
Ruſſians by ſuch partiality, they having be- 
Sun to murmur, =» 
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The day of execution came, and he was 
led to the place of death, —Munich, how- 


ever, {o contrived it that Field Marſhal 


Lowerthal ſhonid paſs by, at this mo- 
ment, in company with his lady. Trenck 
profited by this opportunity, ſpoke boldly, 
and prevailed. A reprieve was requeſted, 
and the ſentence was changed into baniſh- 
ment and labour in Siberia. 

Trenck proteſted againſt this ſentence. 
The field- marſhal wrote to Peterſburgh, 
and an order came that he ſhould be brok- 
en, and conducted out of the Ruſſian ter- 
ritorites. This order was accordingly exe- 
cuted, and he returned into Hungary to his 
ſather. | 

At this period he eſpouſed the daughter 
of the Field-marſhal Baron Tillier, of one 
of the firſt families in Switzerland. 

The two brothers of his wife, each be- 
came hleutenant-general, one of whom 
died honourably, during the ſeven years 


war, and particularly favoured by his ſove- 


reign, The other was made commander 


general in Croatia, where he is {till living, 
and 
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and at the head of a regiment of infantry 
that bears his name. 

Trenck did not long live with his lady. 
She was pregnant, and his diverſions being 
ever conlonant to his unruly temperament, 
he took her to hunt with him in a marſh, 
whence ſhe returned ill, being unaccul- 
tomed to ſuch exerciſe, and died, without 
leaving him any heir. 

Warlike inclinations would not permit 
him to remain idle. — Having no opportu- 
nity to indulge theſe, becauſe of the gene- 
ral peace, he conceived the project of ex- 
tirpating the Scalvonian banditti. 

Before I proceed, it will be proper to de- 
ſcribe this race of men, whom no perſon 
before him had dared to attack, although 
they laid the whole country under contri- 
bution, and exerciſed the utmoſt cruel- 
ties. | 

The titled of their chiefs was Harum- 
Baſhaw; and they were elected from 
among the ſtrongeſt, the moſt intelligent, 


and the boldeſt men of the nation. So ſe— 
0 4 vere 
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vere were their laws that the ſmalleſt fault 
was puniſhed by ſtrangling the culprit. 

It any one of their comrades had been 
betrayed, there is no example that they 
ever ſo much as ſpared the ir.fant, even in 
its mother's womb, 

Their vengeance was unlimited; and if, 
by chance, the whole band were defeated 
with flaughter, in ſuch kind of attempts, 
the new Harum-Baſhaw of their ſucceſſors 
was bound to carry fire and ſword to the 
place where his predeceſſor had fallen. 

In effect, they were true partiſans ; 
maintained ſpies in Turkey, and occaſion- 
ally fell upon the Turkiſh banditti, taking 
from them their booty, and plundering and 
aflafſinating the caravans of merchants,— 
Therefore they ſpread univerſal terror 
throughout the country: no one durſt ex- 
poſe himſelf to their enmity ; and all the 
landholders paid them a ſmall contribution, 
that they might protect them from” the in- 
curſions of the Turkiſh banditti. Such 
landholders as were their tributaries lived 
with their vaſtals, tranquil and in full ſecu- 

rity: 
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rity : for it was a law, among the Sclavo» 
nian banditti, never to forfeit their word. 
Each Harum-Baſhaw had a ſtipulated. 


number of men, and when any one of them 


died, all the youths, moſt adroit and re- 
nowned for their feats, became candidates 
for the vacant place, becauſe that theſe 
banditti lived in abundance, and were not 
obliged to work. b 

They freely traverſed ail the country 
armed, and are well known by their large 
rings and buttons of ſilver, When govern- 
ment thought proper to purſue and attack 
them, and they were obliged to encounter 
the regulars, they generally had the advan- 
tage, and could take ſhelter, when attack- 
ed, in their vaſt foreſts, with the paths and 
thickets of which they were well acquaint- 


ed. At ſuch times they became a great 


nuiſance to the neighbouring hamlets,, 
which they pillaged at pleaſure, 

Frenck therefore, began his military ex- 
ploits anew againſt this ſingular race of 
men. To execute this enterprize, he em- 


ployed his own vaſſals and pandours. He 
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was afterward aſſiſted by a detachment of 
regulars, having promiſed the court of 
Vienna, that he would totally deſtroy theſe . 
banditti. The bloody conteſt now com- 
menced—men were racked and impaled, 
and it may perhaps, be ſafely affirmed that 
more activity, precaution, and courage 
were neceſſary to inſure ſucceſs in ſuch a 
kind of war, than to lead a great army to 
the field of battle, 

Trenck ſeemed born for this murderous 
trade. Day and night on the watch, he 
chaſed them like wild beaſts, by tracing 
their footſteps; killing one, then another, 
and without diſtinction treating them with 
the utmoſt barbarity. Father and fon alike 
mult bleed ; nor was he himſelf a moment 
certam he ſhould not fall into their hands, 
or be betrayed by his own ſoldiers. 

Two incidents, which 1 ſhall here relate 
will ſufficiently paint the character of this 
unaccountable man. He had impaled alive 
the father of a Harum-Baſhaw. One 
evening he was going on patrole, along the 
banks of a brook, which ſeparated two 
| provinces 
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provinces. On the oppoſite ſhore was the 
ſon of this impaled father, with his Croats. 
Alt was moon light, and the latter called 
aloud | 

« ] hear thy voice, Trenck !—Thou 
© haſt impaled my father !—Thou perſe- 
© cuteſt us like a raſcal, with craft and 
 &* cruelty. If thou haſt a heart in thy bedy 
* come hither over the bridge—l will ſend 
away my followers ; leave thy fire arms, 
c come only with thy ſabre, and we will 
then ſee who ſhall remain the victor.” 

The agreement was made—and the Ha- 
ram-Balhaw ſent way his Croats, and laid 
down his muſket. Trenck paſſed the 
wooden bridge, both drew their ſabres; 
but Trenck treacherouſly killed his adver- 
flary with a piſtol, that he had concealed, 
after which he ſevered his head from his 
his body, took it with him, and ſtuck it 
upon a pole. 

The reader will determine concerning 
the heroiſm of this action toward a thief, 
who, although a thief, behaved ſo nobly. 
Be this as it may, he continued to en- 
o 6 are 


Cs 
ſnare them by every kind of a'tifice, and 
to purſue them with unrelenting vengeance. 
Thus he became the terror and the ſcourge 
of that pernicious race. 
One day when he was hunting, he heard 
muſic in a lone houſe, which belonging to 
one of his vaſſals. He was thirſty, enter- 
ed, and found the guefts ſeated at table. 
He far himſelf down, and ate with them, 
not knowing that this very houſe was a 
place of rendezvous for the banditti. 
As he was ſeated oppoſite the door, at a 
long narrow table, he ſaw two Harum Ba- 
thaws, armed and of a gigantic ſtature, 
enter. His muſket ſtood in a corner; be 
was ftruck with terror; but one of the 
banditti, addrefsed him thus. 
Neither thee, nor thy vaſſals, Trenck, 

© have we ever injured, yet, doſt thou 
* purſue us with unexampled cruelty. We 
„think more nobly. Eat thy fill; 
could nail thee to the wall; but fear no- 
„thing. When thou haſt ſatisfied thy 
«© hunger, we will then, ſabre in hand, ſec 
© who has molt juſtice on his fide, and 
„ whether 
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& Fhether thou art as courageous and as 
& jnvincible as men ſpea: thee.” 
Hereupon they ſat themſelves down op- 
poſite the table, and began to eat and 
drink and make merry. The ſituation of 
Trenck could not be very pleaſant. He 
recollected that beſide theſe two giants, 
there might be more of their companions 
without ready to fall upon him ; he there- 
fore privately drew his piſtols from his 
pocket, held them under the tabſe while he 
cocked them, preſented each hand to the 
body of a Harum-Baſhaw, fired them both 
at the ſame inſtant, overſat the table on 
the other gueſts, and ſafely eſcaped from 
the hou'e. As he went he had time enough 
to ſeize on one of their muſkets, which was 
ſtanding at the door. One of the Croats 
was leT weltering in his blood; the other 
diſengaged himſelf trom the table, and 
ran like a man frantic after Trenck, who 
luflered him to approach, killed him with 
his own gun, ſtruck of his head, and 
vrought it home in triumph. 
By this attion the banditti were depriv- 
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ed of their two moſt valorous chiefs, and 
likewiſe, of their courage, ſo that cut off 
on every ſide, numbers of them took re- 
fuge in the Turkiſh ſtates. 

War broke out about this time, in the 
year 1740, when all the Hungarians took 
up arms in defence of their lovely and be- 
loved queen. Trenck wrote to Vienna, 
offered to raiſe a free corps of pandours, 
and requeſted a general amneſty for all the 
banditti who ſhould join his troops. His 
requeſt was granted, he publiſhed his am- 
neſty, and began to raiſe recruits ; few, 
however, of the banditti came to join his 
colours; he therefore enrolled his own 
vaſſals, formed a corps of about five hun- 
dred men, went in learch of the robbers, 
drove them into a ſtrait between the Save 
and Sarſawa, where they at length capitu- 
lated, and about three hundred of them 
enrolled themſelves with his pandours. 

Moſt of theſe men were fix feet in 
height, upright, determined, and expe- 
rienced ſoldiers, that could ſwim, and were 


,- accuſtomed to run, like roe-bucks, for 


miles 


"0 8 
miles through their foreſts. Theſe were 
neceſſary requiſites before they could be ad- 
mitted among the banditti. 

It is not to be wondered at that an able 
leader of men like theſe found nothing im- 
poſſible, or that he ſhould perform, brave 
and daring as he was, even to raſhneſs, 
feats that almoſt appear miraculous. So 
long as any of theſe banditti remained the 
name of the pandours was terrible ; but a 
man like himſelf only was capable of eſtab- 
liſhing diſcipline and ſubordination, among 
them. To indulge them on certain occa- 
ſions, in their riots and their thirſt of pil- 
lage, were means which he often ſucceſsfully 
employed to lead them where he pleaſed, 
and to render them victorious. To be 
dauntleſs in the midſt of danger, to be 
ever at their head, to ſpeak only of plun- 
der and good chear, are the requiſites for an 
officer of ſuch troops, and without which 
he will find it Cifficult to lead them to the 
atrack, Should they perceive timidity in 
him, they become inactive, mutinous, and 
deſert. To render them effective he mult 


treat 


( 344 ) 


treat them with feverity, and muſt wink as 
that exceſs of barbarity to which they 
often abandon themſelves. 

By means like theſe Trenck accompliſhed 
his purpoſes, became the terror of the ene- 
mies of Auſtria, and rendered moſt ſignal 
ſervices to his Empreſs. 

The event I am going to relate happened 
in 1741, when his ſoldiers were yet undiſci- 
plined. 

While he was exerciſing his regiment, a 
company fired upon Trenck with ball, and 
killed his horſe under him, and his ſervant 
that ſtood by his ſide. He ran, furious, to 
the company, counted one, two, three, and 
beheaded the fourth. He was continuing, 
this when a Harum-Baſhaw left the ranks, 
drew his ſabre, and called aloud,—-< It was: 
« J who fired upon thee, defend thyſelf.” 
The ſoldiers ſtood motionleſs ſpectators. 
Trenck attacked him, and had the good for- 
tune to hew him down. 

He was then proceeding to continue the 
execution of the fourth man, but the whole 


regiment preſented their arms. The revolt 
became 
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became general, and Trenck, ſtill holding his 
drawn ſabre, ran like a hon amidſt them, 
hacking about him on all ſides. The exceſs 
of his rage was terrific: the ſoldiers all call 
ed Hold, each fell on his knees, and promiſed 
obedience. After this, he cordially em- 
braced ſome of them, remonſtrated and ha- 
rangued to them in language ſuitable to their 
character, and, from that time, they became 
invincible ſoldiers, whenever they were head- 
ed by himſelf. 

It may well be aſked whether a man, who 
in like peril is capable of acting with like in- 
trepidity, ought to be judged by common 
rules. Trenck, however, was condemned 
by the deciſion of ſome pacific court-martial 
zudges, who had grown old in a foldier's uni- 
form, without ever having ſtained it with 
their own blood. Let the ſituation of Trenck 
be conſidered : be it remembered that he was 
the chief of a band of robbers, accuſtomed to 
rapine, and who ſuppoſed they were authoriſed 
to take whatever they pleaſed, in an enemy's 
country; a banditti that had ſo often defied 
the gallows, that had never known military 

ſubordination. 


5 


ſubordination. Let ſuch men be ſuddenly 
led to the field, and oppoſed to regular troops. 
That they are never acted upon by a prin- 
ciple of honour is evident; their leader, there- 
fore, is obliged to excite their avidity by the 
hope of plunder, thus to engage them in ac- 
tion; for, if they perceive no pe: ſonal ad. 
vantage, the command of the chief, or the 
1:tereft of the fovereign, are wholly inſuff- 
cient to make them at. Turks may be ied 
to battle from ſuch motives, but not the art- 
ful Sclavonian, who flies danger where nothing 
15 to be gained, 

Trenck had, likewiſe, need of a particular 
ſpecies of officers. They, like their chief, 
muſt at once be daring, yet cautious. They 
were partiſans, and mult, therefore, be more 
capable of ſupporting fatigue, than any re- 
gular troops; more deſirous of daily ſeeking 
the enemy, and hazarding their lives. Few 
are to be found who have the inclination and 
the qualities requiſite for ſo dangerous 4 
trade; and, when ſuch forces are firſt raiſed, 
the firſt who preſent themſelves are neceſſu- 
rily accepted, 


As 


ee Een 


W . r 
1 8 2 
Pp SE 4 WV 


* 
TVS WT 
Wor" 


Fl 
ty 
* 
— 
5 
vo 
* 
. 
5 
12 
><. 
1 * 
8 
; 
* SA 
3 
84 
# 3 


„ 
As he was himſelf never abſent at the time 
of action, he toon became acquainted with 


the character of thoſe whom he called old 


women, and ſent them from his regiment, 
without any other proceſs than his own com- 
mand, when he learned that any one among 
them had hidden himſelf in a ditch, or had 
not run to the aſſault at the head of his pan- 
dours. The number of officers ſo diſcharged 
increaſed, they all repaired to Vienna, vented 
their complaints, and were heard. 

Envious of his good fortune, the enemies 
of Trenck were on the watch. His own 
avarice prevented him from making any di- 
viſion of his rich booty with thoſe gentlemen 
who conſtituted the military courts, thus ne- 
glecting what was cuſtomary at Vienna: and 
in this originated the proſecution to which he 
fell a victim. 

Scarcely had he entered Auſtria, with his 
Sclavonian troops, beforehe found an oppor- 
tunity of gathering laurels. The French army 
was defeated at Lintz, Trenck every where 
purſued them, treated his priſoners with bar- 
barity ; and never granting quarter in battle, 

the 


3 
the very appearance of his pandours inſpired 


terror. Their cruelties, the ir irreſiſtible at- 


tacks, and the artful ſtratagems they had 
tearnt in their thieviſh apprenticeſhip, were 
productive of effects equally dreadful and un- 
foreſeen. Trenck was prudent, vigilant, a 
great warrior, and knew how to profit by the 
ſlighteſt advantage. From this time he be- 
came known and renowned, gained the con- 


| fidence of Prince Charles, and the particular 


eſteem of the Field- marſhal Count Keven- 
huller, who had penetration to diſcover the 
worth of the man, and to turn the talents he 
poſſeſſed to advantage. No partiſan had 
ever before obtained ſo much power as 
Trenck ; he every where preceded the army, 
and purſued the enemy as far as Bavaria, 
carrying fire and ſword wherever he wert. 
The ſtate reaped the advantages of conqueſt, 
and the pandours of plunder, by the hope of 
which alone they were actuated, and, under a 
leader fo proper for themſelves, enacted 

wonders. 
Bavaria was laid waſte, ' Prince Charles 
granted Trenck a carte blanche, and as it was 
known 
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Known Trenck gave no quarter, the Bavari- 
ans, and the French, flew at the ſight of a 
red mantle. Pillage and murder attended 
the pandours wherever they went, and their 
colonel bought up all the booty they ac- 
quired, 

Chamb, in particular, was a ſcene of dread- 
ful and ſavage maſſacre, The city was ſet 
on fire at every corner, and the inhabi: ants 
miſe:ably periſhed in the flames; thoſe wo- 
men and children, who endeavoured to fly, 
were obliged to paſs over a bridge, where. 
they were firſt tripped, and afterward thrown 
into the water. This action was one of the 
accuſations brought againſt Trenck, when he 
was profecuted; but he alledged in Eis juſti- 
fication, 

Firſt, That the citizens of Chamb had cut 
off the hands of fix pandour priſoners, and 
had led them in triumph through the town. 
Secondly, That the place had been taken 
by aflault. ü 

Thirdly, That Prince Charles had given 
him orders thus to act. 
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The banks of the Iſer at this day rever- 
berate groans for the barbarities of Trenck. 
Deckendorf and Filtzhofen felt all his fury. 
In the firſt of theſe towns, ſix hundred French 
priſoners capitulated, although his forces were 
four miles diſtant; but he formed a kind of 
ſtraw men, on which he put pandour caps and 
cloake, and ſet them up as centinels, and the 
garriſon, intimidated and deceived by this 
ſtratagem, ſigned the capitulation, in coin- 
pany only of himſelf, his adjutant, and ſome 
officers. | 

T he important ſervices he rendered the 
army during the Bavarian war are well 
known in the hiſtory of Maria Tereſa, though 
his actions have ever been repreſented with 
a face the leaſt favorable. The good he has 
done has been purpoſedly paſſed over in fi- 
lence, becauſe he died under misfortunes, 
and did not leave his hiſtorian a legacy. 

He was informed by a ſpy that, either at 
Deckendort or Filtzhofen, I do not exactly 
remember which, there was a barrel, con- 
taining twenty thouſand florins, concealed at 
the houle of an apothecary. - Impelled by the 

_ deſire 
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defire of booty, Trenck haſtened to the 
pl:ce indicated, with a cardle in lis hand, 
ſearching every where, and, in his hurry, 
dropt a ſpark into a quantity of gun-powder 
which happened to be there, by the explotion 
of which he was dathed againſt the ground, 
and dreadfully ſcorched. They carried him 
off; but the ſcars, and the gun-powder wich 
which his ſkin was blackened, in conſequence _. 
of this accident, rendered his countenance 
remarkably terrific, 

he preſent field-marſhal Laudohn was at 
that time a lieutenant in his regiment, and 
happened to be at the door when his colonel 
was burnt. Scarcely was Trenck cured be- 
fore his ſpies informed him that Laudehn had. 
plenty of money, and that he and his friends 
lived merrily. Immediately \ fuſpected that 
Laudohn had indubitably found the barrel of 
flor ins, and from that moment he perſecuted 
this worthy man, by all imaginable arts, 
Wherever there was danger he ſent him, at 
the head of ſome thirty men, againſt three- 


hundred, hoping to have him cut off, and to 
make himſelf his heir. 
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This was ſo often repeated that Laudohn 
began to be weary, quitted the corps, and re- 
treated to Vienna, where, joining the crowd 
of the accuſers and enemies of Trenck, he 
became inſtrumental in his deſtruction. Yet 
is it certain that, in the beginning, Trenck 
had ſhewn a friendſhip for Laudohn, had 
given him a commiſſion, and that this at pre- 
ſent truly great man learned, in the ſociety 
and under the command of Trenck, his mi- 
litary principles. | 

General Tiller, whoſe warlike ardour is 
well known to the whole army, was likewiſe 
formed in this nurſery of ſoldiers, where ofi- 
cers were taught activity, ſtratagem, and en- 
terprize. And who are now more capable 
of commanding a Hungarian army than 
Tiller and Laudohn ? 

I one day ſaid to 'Frenck, when he was in 
Vienna, embarraſſed by all the . difliculties of 
his proſecution, and when he had publiſhed 
a defamatory writing againſt all his accuſers, 
excepting no man, ——“ You have always 
« told me that Laudohn was one of the moſt 


« capable of your officers, and that he is a 
worthy 


(. $3 3 

« worthy man. Wherefore then do you claſs 
« him among ſuch wretches ? ” 

He replied, © What! would you have me 
te praiſe a man, who labours, at the very head 
« of my enemies, to rob me of honour, pro- 
ce perty, and life!“ 

I have related this incident only to prove, 
by the public teſtimony of ſo honourable a 
man, that Trenck was a great ſoldier, and a 
zealous patriot, and that he never took the 
King of Pruſſia priſoner, as has been meanly, 
becauſe falſely, affirmed, and as is ſtill be- 
lie ved by the filly multitude. Had ſuch a 
thing happened, Laudohn muſt have been 
pr« ſen”, and certainly would have ſupported 
this charge. That he did not is the beſt 
prouf of my aſſertion, by which I vindicate 
the honour. of the family, as in duty bound 
to wy children. 

Bavaria was totally plundered by Trenck, 
as has been ſaid: barges were loaded with 
gold, ſilver, and effects, which he {ent to his 
eſtates in Sclavonia; Prince Charles and 
Count Kevenhuller countenanced his pro— 
ceedings; but when Field-martbal Neuperg 
VOL, II. P Was 
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was at the head of the army, he had other 
principles. He was connected with Baron 
Tiebes, a counſellor of th: Hofkriegſrath, 
who was all-puiſſant over military men, and 
conſequently was the enemy of Trenck. 

Perſecution proceeded ſo far that a ſuit 
was at that time inſtituted againſt him, and 
Trenck was impriſoned ; but he defended 
himſelf ſo powerfully that in a month's time 


he was ſet at liberty, 


Mentzel mean while, had the command of 
the pandours ; and this man, who was the ſon 
of a butcher, and who had none of the prin- 
ciples of a ſoldier, appropriated to himſelf all 
the fame that Trenck had acquired by the 
valour of warriors he himſelf had formed. 

Mentzel attained the reputation of an ex- 
cellent partiſan, but it was well known to the 
army he never was the equal of Trenck, nor 
will he ſo be called in hiſtory. Trenck now 
increaſed the number of his Croats to four 
thouſand, from whom, in 1743, a regiment of 
Hungarian regulars was formed, but who ſtill 
retained the name of pandours. It was 2? 
regiment of infantry. 


Trenck 
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Trenck had alſo fix hundred huſſars, and 


one hundred and fifty chaſſeurs, whom he 


raiſed and equipped at his own expence. Yet, 
when this corps was reduced, all was fold for 
the profit of the imperial treaſury, or in ſome 
manner embezzled, without ever bringing a 
ſhilling to account. 

With a corps ſo numerous, he was capable 
of undertaking great enterprizes. The enemy 
fled wherever he was named. Ile continually 
led the van, raiſed contributions which 
amounted to ſeveral millions, carried various 
places by aſſault, delivered into the hands of 
his empreſs, during the ſpace of five years, 


ſeven thoufand priſoners, French and Bava- 


rian, and more than three thouſand Pruſſians, 
having ſlaughthred at leaſt as many, which 
no other partiſan can boalt. 

A circumſtance moſt remarkab:e is, he 


never was defeated. His projects were all 


ſucceſsful: he therefore, gained eſteem and 
confidence among his troops, and will eter- 
nally remain in the page of hiſtory the firſt 
man who rendered the rude ani favage 
Croats efficient ſoldiers. 
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This it was impoſſible to perform among 

a ſtupid and blood- thirſty people, without be- 
ng guilty himſelf of extravagant and cruel 
acts. The neceſſity of the exceſſes he com- 
mitted, at a time when the army was every 
where in want of forage, was ſo evident that 
he received theunlimitted permiſſion of Prince 
Charles, though for this he was afterward 
proſecuted ; while, on the contrary, the plun- 
ders of Barenklau, Mentzel, and the whole 


army, were never once queſtioned. 


That Trenck advanced more than a hun- 
fred thouſand florins, to his regiment, I clearly 
proved, in the year 1750. This proof allo 
came too late. He was dead. The evidence 
brought, however, occaſioned the quarter- 
maſter Frederici to be eight months impri- 
ſoned. He confeſſed the embezzlement of 
this money, yet he found ſo many friends 


among the enemies of Trenck that he re- 


funded nothing, but was releaſed in the year 
1754, when I was thrown into the dungeon 
of Magdebu:g. 

I 'was not an eye witneſs, therefore cannot 


recapitulate all the ſervices my couſin render- 
ed 


N 
' 
> 
& 
4 
iS 


. 

ed the houſe of Auſtria. The greater part 
of what he himſelf told me has eſcaped my 
memory. Many of his acts, however are 
well known to hiſtory, and would indeed have 
been unceaſingly extolled in the annals of 
Maria Tereſa, had not he been thus perſe- 
cuted. | 

Nothing can be more aſtoniſhing than that 
this fame man, who had poſitfled fo many 
opportunities of amaſſing exorbitant wealth, 
in Bavaria, Sileſia, and Alſatia, and who had 
lived like a miſer, that ſo he might amaſs, 
did not at his death leave the half of the pro- 
perty he had inherited from his father, and 
which legally deſcended to me, although it 
was torn from me by violence. 

In 1744 he obliged the French to retire 
btyond the Rhine, ſeized on a fort near 
Philipſburg, ſwam acro's the river with ſe- 
venty pandours, attacked the fortifications, 
ſlew the Mirquis de Crevecceur with his 
own hand, a death he merited by his negli- 


gence, manned the poſt, afterward traverſed 


the other arm of the Rhine, ſurpriſed two 
Bavarian regiments of cavalry in their camp, 
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and by this daring manceuvre, ſecured the 
paſſage of the Rhine to the whole army, 
which, but for him, would not have been 
effected. 

His valour then ſpread terror and fear 
throughout Alſatia. Wherever he came, he 
laid the country under contiibution, and, at 
this moment of triumph for the Auſtrian 
arms, opened himſelf a paſſage on what ſide 
he pleaſed, to enter the territories of France, 

In September 1744, war having once more 
broken out between Auſtria and Pruſſia, the 
imperial army was obliged precipitately to 
return, abandon Alſatia, and haſten to the 
ſuccour of the Auſtrian ſtates. Trenck, who 
had ſo happily opened the paſſage of the 
Rhine for the army, as gloriouſly ſucceeded 
in covering its retreat. 

The hiſtory of Maria Tereſa declares what 
were the damages he did the enemy, during 
the campaign of this memorable year. He 
gave very ſignal proofs of his capacity and 
zeal at Tabor and Budweis. With three 
hundred men only, he had the boldneſs to 
attack one of thoſe towns, which was defend- 
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6990 
ed by the two Pruſſian regiments of Wal- 
rabe and Kreutz. An enterprize like this, 
againſt Pruſſian ſoldiers, ſufficiently ſpeaks 
the man. | 

He fuund, however, that the water in the 
moats of the town, was deeper than his ſpies 
had declared it to be, and the ſcaling ladders 
too ſhort: moſt of thoſe led to the attack 
were drowned or killed in the water, and the 
ſmall number that croſſed the moats were 
made priſoneis. The garriſons of Tabor, of 
Budweis, and that of the caſtle of Frauenberg, 
were, nevertheleſs, induced to capitulate, and 
yield themſelves priſoners of war, although 
the main body under Trenck- was ſtill mote 
than five mules diſtant. 

His corps did not come up till the mor- 
row, and it was ridiculous enough to ſee the 
pandours dreſſed in the caps of the Pruſſian 
tuſilcers and pioneers, which they wore in- 
ſtead of their own, and which they afterward 
continued to Wear. 

Unprejudiced perſons will determine whe- 
ther theſe were real ſervices rendered to his 
EMPTC iS, 
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The campaign to him vas uninterruptedly 
glorious, and the enemy's want of light troops 


gave free ſcope to his enterpiizes, highly to 
their prejudice. His activity was inceſſant, 


and he never returned without priſoners. He 
paſſed the Elbe near Pardubitz, took the ma- 
gazines, and was himſelf the cauſe of the 
great dearth, and unheard-of deſertion, among 
the Pruſſians, and of that haſty rents to 
which they were forced. 

The king was at Colin with his head- 
quarters, where I myſelf was with him, when 


Trenck attacked the town, which, I p. eſume, 


he muſt have carried, had lie not, on the firſt 


aſſault, been wounded by a cannon ball, 


which ſhattered his light foot. He was, 
therefore, taken away, and the attack did not 
ſucceed. His wound was very dangerous. 
The Empreſs Queen thought proper to ſend 
him a ſurgeon from Vienna. The foot was 
obliged to be all laid open; he loſt the ancle 
bone, and even a part of the tibia, and re- 
mained four months cor.fined to his bed, 


like a furious madman at being fo long un- 


able to aſſault the enerffy, while his men 
without 


„ 


without him, remained but ſo many cy 


phers. 
In 745 he went to Vienna, where his 


entrance into the city reſembled a triumph. 
Every body ran to ſee, and wonder at, the 
Pandour Trenck, and this univerſal ap- 
plauſe did but the more increaſe the envy 
of his enemies. The Empreſs Queen re- 
ceived him with the moſt honourable di- 
ſtinction. He appeared in her preſence 
with crutches ; ſhe obliged him to be ſeat- 
ed, and, by her condeſcending ſpeech, 

inflamed his zeal even to extravag ince. 
Who would, in this moment, have ſup- 
poſed that the favourite of the people, the 
moſt loyal and ardent of the ſoldiers of her 
majeſty, ſhould that very fame year, be 
enchained at Vienna ; and that he there 
| ſhould vent his groans, abandoned to the 
unlimited power of his enemies; who col- 
lectively had not rendered, during theirs 
whole lives, ſo much effential ſervice to the 
ſtate, as Trenck had done in a ſingle day: 
Tus does deſtiny ſport with the lives and 
fortunes of men. 
| 2 ii toxicated 
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Intoxicated as he was with joy, he re- 
turned to his eſtate, and raiſed eight hun- 
dred new recruits, that he might in the 
following campaign, gather new laurels, 
He rejoined the army, obtained whatever 
he aſked at court and was continually ac- 


tive; during the whole ſummer, in the ex- 


ecuting of inceſſant and laborious pro- 
jets. | 

At the battle of Sarau, which was fought 
in September, he fell upon the Pruſſian 
camp, and as I have before related, ſeized 
on the tent of the King, and his ſervice 
of plate ! but he came an hour too late to 
attack the rear, as had been preconcerted. 
The politic Frederic willingly gave up his 
camp to be plundered, for the rude Croats, 
engaged in this buſineſs, could not eaſily 
be drawn of to attack the army, and the 
King was prepated to receive them, even 
if they ſhould, In the mean time, the 

imperial army was defeated. | 
Here was an o;en field for the ene- 
mies of Trenck to incite the people againſt 
him, and render him ſuſpected by the 
court, 


( 323 ) 

court. They publicly accu'ed him of 
having made the King of Pruſſia a priſon- 
er in his tent, and of afterward reſtoring 
him to liberty ; that he alſo remained pil- 
laging the camp, inſtead of attacking the 
rear of the army, and that he alone thus 
occaſioned the loſs of the battle. His 
friends informed him of what was going 
forward, and that the ſtorm was gather- 
ing. | 
After having gloriouſly ended the cam- 
paign, he returned to Vienna to defend 
himſelf. Here he found, already aſſem- 
bled three and twenty of his officers, wl. om 
he had caſhiered, and expelled his regi- 
ment; moſt of them either for cowardic: 
or mean actions. Perhaps, among them, 
there might be three or four, who had 
Juſt cauſe of complaint; but theſe were 
poor, and without protection. There were 
however, wicked men enough to be 
found, who ſuffered themſelves to be ſe- 
duced by the enemies of Trenck, to bear 
falſe teſtimony, The military counſellor 
P 6 Weber, 
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Weber, and General Loewenwalde, had 
ſworn his downfall, which they effected. 
Their principal view was the ſequeſtration 
of his property, that they might ſecurely 
fiſh in troubled waters. 

Trenck, who was innocent of any ſtate 
crime, deſpiſed theſe attacks. While theſe 
things remained thus, they poſted one of 
the Empreſs's female attendants, with in- 
ſtructions to profit by every favourable op- 
portunity to deprive him of her confidence. 
Than this nothing could be more eaſy. It 
was preſently affirmed, Trenck is an atheiſt ! 
A libertine! Who never tells his beads ! 
Who never prays to the holy virgin! Who 
never buys indulgencies. 

His debauched life was the next topic, 
his barbarities committed in the enemy's 
country; the unbridled exceſs of his pan- 
dours; his robberies in the churches of Ea— 
varia; his plunderings, and the vaſt riches 
he had accumulated; all which had been 
done with an evident intention of becom- 
ing a dangerous rebel in Sclavonia! 


The 
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The officers whom he had broken, whiſ- 
pered it, in tap-rooms and coffee-houſes, 
that Trenck had taken and ſet free the 
King of Pruſſia, This was ſufficient to raife 
the cry among the ſilly and fanatic mob of 
Vienna. Teaſed by their complaints, and 
at the requiſition of Trenck himſelf, the 
Empreſs-Queen commanded that a legal 
examination ſhould be undertaken of theſe 
accuſations. Field-marſhal Cordova, a man 
of merit and probity, was choſen to preſide 
over this committee of enquiry, He ac- 
quited himſelf with impartiality, ſpoke the 
truth, and drew up a ſtate of the caſe, 
which he preſented to the court, and which 
I ſhall here cite. 

© The complaints brought againſt him 
« were all of a nature not to require a 
© court martial. Trenck had, occaſional- 
© ly, behaved improperly to ſome officers 
* whom he had broken by his own proper 
authority; therefore, there demands 
* ought to be ſatisfied, by the payment of 
** twelve thouſand florins, The remaining 
* accuſations were all the vile attempts of 
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57) 
revenge and calumny, and were totally 
© intufficient to detain, at Vienna, en— 


© tangled in law-ſuits, a man ſo neceſſary 


% to the army. Moreover it would be pru- 
« dent not to enquire too minutely into 
& trifles, in conſideration of his import- 
« ant ſervices.” 

Trenck, difſatisfied by this ſentence, 
and animated by avarice and pride, refuf- 
ed to pay a ſingle florin, took poſt and re- 


tired to his eſtates in Sclavonia. 


His preſence was neceſſary at Vienna, 
to obtain other advantages againſt his ene- 
mies, whom he deſpiſed too much, and 
whom he already ſuppofed conquered. 
They, on the contrary, profiting by every 


occaſion, gave the Empreſs- Queen to un- 


derſtand, through a third perſon, that be- 
ing a man exceſſively dangerous, whenever 
he ſuppoſed himſelf injured, Trenck had, 
perhaps very pernicious views in Scla- 
vonia, where all men were dependant on 


his power. 


Yet how did my couſin act on his eſ— 
tates ?—He raiſed fix hundred more men, 
with 
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with whom he made a glorious campaign 
in the Netherlands, and in October 1746, 
returned to Vienna. It is well known that 
after the peace of Dreſden, his regiment 
was incorporated among the regulars, and 
ſerved againſt France. 

Scarcely had he arrived at Vienna before 
an expreſs order came, from the Empreſs- 
Queen, that he muſt remain under arreſt 
in his chamber. 

Here he rendered himſelf guilty by the 
moſt imprudent action of his whole life, 
which every man in his ſenſes moſt diſap- 
prove, but yet which marks the intracta- 
bility of his charatter, though it afforded 
new arms to his enemies, 

He ordered his moſt ſumptuous carriage 
and beſt horſes, left his chamber by his 
own private authority, and deſpiſing the 
imperial mandate, went publickly to the 
theatre, where the Empreſs-Queen was pre- 
ſent. 

In one of the boxes he ſaw Count Goſ- 
ſau, in company with a quondam comrade 
of his own, whom he had caſhiered; ; thels 
10- 
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honourable perſon; were amongſt the fore- 


moſt of his accuſers. Enflamed with an- 


ger and the deſire of revenge, he entered 


the box like a madman, ſeized Count Goſ- 
ſau, and would have thrown him into the 
pit, in the preſence of the ſovereign her- 
ſelf. Goſſau drew his ſword, and endea- 
voured to run him through, but the latter 
ſeized it, wounding himſelf in the hand. 
Every body ran to fave Goſſau, who was 
unable to defend himſelf againſt ſo ſavage 
a giant. After this exploit, the grim co- 
lonel of pandours returned foaming home. 

Such an action rendered it impoſſible for 
Maria Tereſa to declare herſelf the protec- 
treſs of a man ſo raſh. Centinels, there- 
fore, were placed over him, and his ene- 
mies ſo well profited by his imprudence and 
paſſion that in a few days, he was ordered 
to be tried by a court-martial. 

General Loewenwald intrigued fo ſuc- 
ceſsfully that he procured himſelf to be 
named, by the Hofkriegfrath, preſident of 
the court-martial, and of the committee 


of enquiry, and to be charged with the ſe- 
quel- 
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queſtration of the property of Trenck. In 
vain did the latter proteſt againſt his judge. 
The very man whom the year before, he 
had kicked out of the anti-chamber of 
Prince Charles, received full powers to de- 
nounce him guilty. 

Then was it that, as I have before ſaid, 
public notice was given that all thoſe who 
would come and prefer complaints, or bear 
witneſs againſt Colonel Baron Trenck, 
ſhould receive a ducat per day, while the 
council continued to fit. How quickly 
complainants would increaſe may be eaſily 
imagined, They ſoon amounted to fifty- 
four, the major part of whom had merited 
the pillory, and who, in the ſpace of four 
months, received fifteen thouſand florins de- 
ducted from the property of Trenck. 

The judge himſelf purchaſed the depo- 
ſitions of falſe witnefles ; and I here de- 
Clare, upon my honour, that Count Loe- 
wenwalde offered me a thouſand ducats, if 
I would betray the ſecrets of my couſin ; 
and that he farther promiſed me | ſhould 


very 


« 3 
very ſoon be put in poſſeſſion of my con- 


fiſcated eſtates in Pruſſia, and have a com- 


pany 1n a regiment. | 

A proſecution managed by ſach judges, 
ſapported by ſuch witneſſes, muſt of neceſ- 
tity, be for the righteous purpoſe of obrain- 
ing juſtice ! | 

Jam convinced, and the ads of the re- 
viſicn of che proceſs of Trenck will prove, 
that more than forty manifeſtly falſe oaths 
were, on this occaſion, ſworn. 

Trenck was accuſed, on the tenth fit- 
ting of having, through his negligence, 
been the cauſe of the loſs of the battle of 
Sorau. This accuſation he proved to be 
falſe, by a written teſtimony under the hand 
of Prince Charles himſelf, who declared that 
the officer of artillery, ſent with the order 
for Trenck to march to the attack, had loſt 
himſelf, and that he did not arrive till a 
few moments before the battle began. This 
proof to highly irritated Count Loewen» 
walde, that he broke out into furious ex- 
preſſions againſt Prince Charles. I renck, 


who loved and honoured his bene 
* 


C333; ) 

became ſo furious that he inſtantly ſeized 
the preſident by the throat, toſſed him up 
as a tiger would a cat, carried him to the 
window, which he opened, and would cer- 
tainly have daſhed him headlong from the 
fourth ſtory, had not the perſons preſent 
flew to his aid. | 

The guard entered, Trenck was imme- 
diately conducted to the military houſe of 
correction, and chained hand and foot, as 
a malefactor; chained by that very foot 

which, ſo ſhort a time before, had been 
| ſhattered in the ſervice of his ſovereign, 
and which was not then entirely cur- 
ed, His behaviour was unfaithfully relat- 
ed ar court; this ſentence of impriſon- 
ment was confirmed, and, from that time 
Trenck was obliged to appear fettered, 
like a criminal, before his enemies, to an- 
ſwer falſe accuſations. 

That the indictment, and the examina- 
ti ns of the wiinefſes, were falſified, has 
already been legally proved in the reviſion 
of the cauſe; but as the indictment did 
not contain one. fingle article that could at- 
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3 | 
fect his life, they invented the following 
ſtratagem, as I here pledge my honour to 


prove. 


A public courtezan, the miſtreſs of Ba- 
ron Rippenda, who was a member of the 
court-martial, was bribed, and made an 
oath ſhe was the daughter of Count 
Schwerin, field-marrtial in the Pruſſian ſer- 
vice, and that ſhe was in bed with the King 
of Pruſſia, when Trenck ſurprifed the 
camp, a: Sorau, made her and the King 
priſoners, and reſtored them their freedom, 
She even ventured to name Baron Hilaire, 
aid-de-camp to Frederic, who ſhe affirmed 
was then preſent. 


- > Hilatre, who afterward married the Ba- 


roneſs Tillier, and who conſequently was 
brother-in-law to Trenck, fortunately hap- 
pened to be in Vienna, He was confront- 
ed with this woman, and her falſehood be- 


came evident. That worthy gentleman was 


nevertheleſs obliged to remain in priſon 
where they ſecretly offered him bribes, 
which he refuſed to accept; and as it was 
neceſſary to prevent his ſpeaking, he con- 
tinued 
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„ 
tinued in priſon ſome weeks, and was not 
releaſed till, by a reviſion of the ſuit, this 
| ſhameful proceeding was made public. 

Notwithſtanding my having related the 
adventure of this fine lady, in the hiſtory 
of my own life, yet I ſhall be pardoned 
the repetition, in this brief life of Francis 
Paron Trenck, to which 1t properly be- 
longs : it is neceſſary. The greater part of 
the nobility of Vienna continue in the er- 
roneous belief that Trenck was juſtly con- 
demned, for offences againſt the ſtate, to 
the Spielberg, and that his eſtates were le- 
gally confiſcated. As this 1s abſolutely 
falſe, and is no where on record, I am ob- 
liged here to be ſome what more diffuſe, 
and to repeat circumſtances that have been 
told before. 

The ſtupid people, nevertheleſs, con- 
tinued to exclaim that Trenck was a trai- 
tor to his country: and I myſelf, although 
he has been dead theſe forty years, have 
been obliged to hear this diſhonourable re- 


proach repeated various times in compa- 
nies in Vienna, 


Count 
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Count Leowenwalde invented another 
infernal artifice ; he drew up a falſe indict- 
ment, having taken care to give orders 
that none of Trenck's friends ſhould have 
admiſſion to him; and, that he might be 
prevented all means of juſtification, or of 
diſcovering the deceit, he choſe a day, to 
put it in practice, when the Emperor and 
Prince Charles were gone to hunt at Ho- 
litzſch. Loewenwalde's court-martial had 
already ſigned a ſentence of death, and 
every preparation for the immediate erect- 
ing of a ſcaffold was made. His intention 
was then to go to the Empreſs-Queen, and 
induce her to ſign the ſentence, under a 
pretence that there was ſome imminent 
peril at hand, if a man ſo dangerous to the 
ſtate was not immediatly put out of th 
way, and that it would be neceſſary to exe- 
cute the; ſentence of death during night, 
before the Emperor could return. He 
well knew that the Emperor was better ac- 


quainted with Trenck, and had ever been 
his protector. 


Had 
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Had this diabolical plan - ſucceeded, 
Trenck would have died like a traitor; the 
the moſt noble Miſs Schwerin would have 
eſpouſed the aid-du-camp of Count Loe- 
wenwalde, with a portion of fifty thouſand 
florins, taken from the funds of Trenck, 
and his property would undoubtedly have 


been divided between his judges and his 
accuſers. 


As it happened, however, the valet -· de- 

chambre of Count Loewenwalde, who, on 
ſome occaſions, was an honeſt man, and 
who had an intimacy with a former miſtre!s 
of Trenck, confided the whole ſecret to 
her. She immediately flew to colonel Ba- 
ron Lopreſti, who was the ſincere friend of 
my kinſman, and being then rich, and po- 
werful at court, was on that occaſion, his 
deliverer. The Emperor and Prince Charles 
were informed of what was in agitation, 
but they thought proper to keep the ſecret. 
The hunting at Holitzſch took place on 
the appointed day. Count Loewenwalde 
made his appearance before the Einprels- 
Queen, and ſolicited her to ſign the ſen- 
tence. 
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tence. She however, had been pre-inform- 
ed, the Emperor unexpectedly return- 
ed on the ſame day, and their abomina- 
ble project proved abortive. The fraud 
was clearly demonſtrated to Maria Tereſa ; 
the ſelf-called Mi's Schwerin was impriſon- 
ed; Loewenwalde was deprived of his 
power, as well as of the ſequeſtration of 
the effects of Trenck ; a total reviſion of 
the proceedings of the court-martial, and 
of the proſecution of my couſin, was or- 
dered, which was an event that, till then, 
was unexampled at Vienna. 

His affairs, after this, took another turn : 
Trenck was freed from his fetters, and was 
removed to the arſenal, where he was allowed 
four chambers, an officer to guard him, and 
every convenience he could with. He was 
alſo permitted the uſe cf a counſellor, and to 
defend his cauſe, I obtained myſelf by the 
influence of the emperor, leave to viſit him ac 
all times, and to aid him in all things. 

It was at this epocha that I, having re- 
cently eſcaped from the priſon of Glatz, ar- 
fived at Vienna, and, at this very gnſtant, 
when 


„ 
when the reviſion of the proſecution was 
commanded, and determined on, count Loe- 
wenwalde, ſuppoſing me a needy, thoughtleſs 
youth, endeavoured to bribe me, and prevail 
on me to betray my kinſman. 

Prince Charles of Lorrain then deſired me 
ſeriouſly to repreſent to Trenck, that his ava- 
rice had been the cauſe of all theſe troubles, 
for he had refuſed to pay the paltry ſum of 
twelve thouſand florins, by which he might 
caſily have ſilenced all his accuſers; but that, 
at preſent, affairs had become ſo very ſerious, 
he ought himſelf to ſecure his judges for the 
reviſion of the ſuit; to ſpare no money, and 
then he might be certain of every protection 
the prince could afford. 

The reſpectable field-marſhal Konigſeck, 
governor of Vienna, was appointed preſident; 
but being an old man, almoſt ſuperannuated, 
and tormented by the gout, he was unable to 
preſide at any one ſitting of the court. Count 
S was the vice-preſident, a ſubtle, inſa- 
tiable judge, who never thought he had mo- 
ney enough, I myſelf took three thouſand 
ducats, which baron Lopreſti gave me, agree- 
VOL. 11. Q_ ably 
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ably to the deſire of Trenck, to this moſt 
worthy counſellor. 

The two counſellors, 1 
Zetto, each received four thouſand rix-dollars, 
in advance, with a promiſe of double the ſum 
were Trenck acquitted, and his accuſers ba- 
niſhed Auſtria. 

The other members appointed for this re- 
viſion were of ſmall importance; they were 
merely the echoes of whatever the three firſt 
pronounced. 

In conſequence, there was a formal con- 
tract drawn up, which a certain noble lord 
lecretly ſigned. 

The reader will well ſuppoſe that the affairs 
of Trenck began to wear a much more fa- 
vourable aſpect. He was defended, on the 
criminal part of the proſecution, by the ad- 
vocate Gethauer, and, on the civil, by Ber- 
ger. | 
They began with the ſelf-created daughter 
cf Marſhal Schwerin; and, to conceal the 
iniquitous proceedings of the late court-mar- 
tial, it was thought proper that ſhe ſhould act 


inſanity, and return incoherent anſwers to the 
I queſtions 
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queſtions put by the examiner. Trenck in- 
ſiſted that a more ſevere enquiry ſhould be 
inſtituted ; and they affirmed, that ſhe had 
been conducted out of the Aultrian territories. 

Six years after this event, I met with her 
at Brunn, when Trenck was dead. She had 
married a menial perſon, and owned ſhe had 
been induced to play this part by the valet de 
chambre of count Loewenwalde, from whom 
ſhe had received a bribe of five hundred flo- 
rins. ; 

My intention was, on my return to Brunn, 
to oblige her to make legal oath of this: but 
her huſband had been guilty of a theft, and 
they had both abſconded. ; 

I am now grieved at my own negligence ; I 
might have vindicated the honour of Trenck, 
and have convinced the Empreſs of the truth. 
However, Loewenwalde was dead, and, there- 
fore, it was of the leſs conſequence. It is a 
tact, well worthy remark, that, neither in the 
records of the court-mattial, nor in thoſe of 
this reviſion of the caule, is there one word 


to be faund concerning the noble lady, Miſs 
Schwerin. 
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Raſcality and wickedneſs, ſo manifeſt in a 


judge, ought to have been proclaimed aloud 


by the herald at arms, and publiſhed in all 
the gazettes of Vienna; and ſhe who affirmed 
herſelf to be miſtreſs of the great Frederic, 
chained to her ſuborner, and exhibited on a 
public ſcaffold. Her pretended inſanity was 
no juſtification of the court- martial. Trenck 
required ſhe ſhould be produced before the 
court of reviſion, but ineffectually. 

Oh ſhame upon that Chriſtian monarchy, 
where men who have rendered ſervices ſo 
great to their country, as thoſe my kinſman 
had rendered, are liable to treatment like 
this! What are the means an upright man 
muſt purſue, in ſuch ſtates, to obtain juſtice ? 

I ſhall now inſert another of the articles of 
this criminal proceſs. 

Trenck was accuſed of having ordered a 
certain pandour, named Paul Diack, to ſuffer 
the baſtinado of a thouſand blows, and that 
he had died under the puniſhment. This was 
ſworn to by two officers, then his accuſers, 
now great men in the army, who, in their 

depoſi- 


an Ty 


depoſitions, ſaid they were eye-witneſſes of 
the fact. 


Although many men in the regulars have 
died under theſe kind of military puniſhments, 
and no accuſation was ever brought againſt 
the inflicters, I will, yet, relate what was, in 
this inſtance, the truth. 

When the reviſion of the ſuit began, Trenck 
ſent me into Sclavonii, where J found the 
dead Paul Diack alive and merry, and brought 
him to Vienna, He was examined by the 
court, where it appeared that the two officers, 
who had ſworn they were preſent when he 
expired, and had feen him buried, were, at 
that time, a hundred-and-fſixty miles from the 
regiment, and recruiting in Sclavonia. Paul 
Diack had been engaged in plots, and had 
murinied three times. Trenck had pardoned 
him, as he was an extremely uſeful ſoldier, 
one of the banditei; but, afterward mutinying 
once more, with forty others, he was con- 
demned to death. At the place of execution 
he called to his colonel, “ Father, if I re- 
* ceive a thouſand blows, will you pardon 
% me?” Trenck replied in the affirmative. 


Q3 He 
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He received the puniſhment, was taken to the 
hoſpital, cured; and, on this occaſion, proved 
the perjury of the acculers of Trenck. 

I brought with me fourteen more witneſſes 
from Sclavonia, who atteſted the falſity of other 
articles of accuſation, which in themſelves 
were little worthy of attention. The cauſe 
wore a new aſpect; it was impoſſible to ſub- 
ſtantiate any one of the criminal charges, and 
the wickedneſs of thoſe, who were ſo deſirous 
to have ſeen him executed, became apparent, 

They alſo accuſed him of having robbed 
and murdered a dealer in ſecond-hand trinkets 
and laces, in Vienna, who was found ſtrang- 
led; and, ſoon afterward, the man who had 
committed the crime was diſcovered, and 
broken upon the wheel. 

Such was the treatment of a man who had 
endured all hardſhips, ſuffered all pans, had 
watched day and night, been in the field win- 
ter and ſummer, and, wich unſhaken zeal, 
and incredible labour, had ſupported, fought 
for, bled for, the houſe of Auſtria. 

[ appeal to all the noble nation of Hungary; 


I appeal to the whole world, whether the 
pandours 
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pandours of Trenck behaved, in the wars in 
which they were engaged, like that paltry 
corps which they have been repreſented to be 
at Vienna. Since the time that they have 
been on the eſtabliſhment of the regulars of 
the Hungarian infantry, it is certain that, in 
thirty years, they have not deſtroyed ſu many 
enemies, taken ſo many towns, levied ſo many 
contributions, or made ſo many priſoners, as 
they did, when commanded by Trenck in one 
year. Paſt ſervices are ever forgotten, and, 


as to future, they are ever uncertain, The 


tactics of Trenck were very different from 
thoſe of the preſent day. Some of our mo- 
dern Foliday generals will ſay, when they are 
ſtorming imaginary trenches at a review. 
« What was Trenck? He was but a pan- 
« dour i His regiment could not be capable 
« of any eſſential ſervice, except it had been 
taught our preſent tactics.” So let them 
ſay; for my part, I am perſuaded Trenck was 
much wanted during the ſeven years war, and 
certainly the pandours were much leſs ſpoken 
of than when the man, who formed them, 
wiclded at their head his patriotic ſabre for 


4 dhe 


1 
the glory of the houſe of Auſtria, and manœu- 
vred on the field of battle, according to his 
practical tactics. 

May every inſulted country find many 
Trencks as defenders! Certain it is that the 
tottering throne of Maria Tereſa was moſt 
ably ſupported by the preſent deſpiſed pan- 
dours. 

One of the moſt capital articles in the pro- 
ſecution, and which for ever deprived him of 
favour or commiſeration from his virtuous 
and apoſtolic miſtreſs, and for which alone he 
was condemned to the Spielberg, was, that 
he had raviſhed the daughter of a miller in 
Sileſia. This was made oath of, and he was 
not entirely cleared of the charge in the revi- 
lien, becauſe his accuſers had excluded all 
means of juſtification. Two years, however, 
aiter his death, I likewiſe diſcovered the truth 
of this affair. The author of this wicked ar- 
tifice was major Manſtein, one of our firſt 
couſins, on whom he had heaped favours, 
whom he had relieved from the deepeſt dit- 
treſs, and raiſed to the rank of major in his 
regiment, when he had only been four years 
in 


£ 


„ 


„ 
582 
—. rn et Oe NI 


a. — 4 1 1 c . 9" - p4 2 — . 
o Fo GG 58 — — ' = N — = 
- 7 N A £ * 
- 


has b * A v 7 — 1 
* — 1 Y 1 . i — 
3 ' 
7 AS — 4 4 - wo 7 "- - a 7 - * - 1 
Lo CLI 7 ” 24 £4 A * \ r r 7 ou 2 1 3 . * x . 4s = - . - « * R * 1 oo A 
p n a SORT og 1 N : bi l 3 
: * * 4; » U . * - * 
. N 4 , * q a K 4 * FM i + + $ ww 1 a; © is i M = 
f * 4 3 9 a . > nn f [- "1 OF? 


$4 — y : x 4 
33 OE I 0d 32.» 
0 9 > - "x wi. N AC 
i . 8 : TIES os «<Q, 
$3 


, 1 


, ůũùd e ä ſßd.—ëw‚F . CRY 
: * - < * * 2. 


* 
6 
"= 
"1 
way 
> 
5 
= 
7 
- 
N »% 4 
2» 
bo 
5 4 
F 
* 
* - 
* 
2 
W / 
q 3 
1 
3 
1 
1 4 
8 * 
1 \ * 
7 
2 . 
* E 
- > : 
"© 
ho 
1 
* 
3 
"ag 
Sa 
. 
2 
51.0 
* < 


IN: 


48 1 % 1 3 2 W . 5 « .4 * N 2 
FCCͤöͥͥã ĩ¼X; tt Be oe 0 


0. . Clef „ * A X I Tae * 7 
#= 5 4 to We > r ys en 'Y by r „ 1 
* 7 A ILY AY E ©. "oy "x \ 329 + 34, wy 894 0 wt FP” ; 


— ——— m mmm 


(068-3 
in the ſervice. This Manſtein was vile enough 


to accuſe him of ſuch a crime that he might 


prevent his return to the regiment; his mo- 
tive was, becauſe that he, in conjunction with 
the quarter-maſter, Frederici, had appropri- 
ated, to their own purpoſes, eighty-four thou- 
ſand florins of the regimental money. 

No ſooner ſhould Trenck be dead than he 
might be accuſed of this embezzlement. Vet, 
it is certain, that this miller's virgin was the 
miſtreſs of Manſtein, before ſne had ever been 
ſeen by Trenck. The virtuous Maria Te- 
rela, however, would never forgive him; 
and, in order to ſatisfy the honour of this dif- 
treſſed damſel, he was condemned to pay 
eight thouſand florins to her, and fifteen thou- 
ſand to the cheſt of the invalids, and to ſuffer 


_ pe1petual impriſonment. 


Sixty-three civil ſuits had I to defend, and 
all the appeals of his accuſcrs to terminate, 
after his death. I gained them all, and his 
worthy accuſers were condemned in coſts, 
as well as to refund the ſo much per day, 
which had been paid them by general Loe- 
wW ee, but they were all poor, and I might 
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Teek the money where I could. In juſtice, 
Loewenwalde ought to have reimburſed me. 
The total of the ſum they received amounted 
to about fifteen thouſand florins, to me for 
ever loſt, | 

Never had it before been heard of that any 

judge decreed payment to a plaintiff before it 
was allowed by the court that his demand was 
legal. So it was, however, in the Trenck 
cauſe ; nor was any judge puniſhed, any re- 
tribution made, after the illegality of the act 
had been demonſtrated, - TH, 

What reader but muſt ſhudder at ſuch 
piactices ? What muſt be his thoughts con- 
cerning the adminiſtration of juſtice at Vien- 
na? I ſhould for ever have concealed this 
ſhameful ſtory, had not the honour of my de- 
ceaſed kinſman required that the world ſhould 
be informed of the treatment we mutually 
received, It js now forty years fince this 
happened, and no remuneration has bees 
made; but, ſhou!d any one read this, who 
has accels to the reigning emperor, it may be 
22/517; he will do my children juſtice. The 


poſſ-'Tors of the Trencke eſtates may, pernaps 
be 
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be no longer authoriſed to enjoy what they 


Hungary. 

Moſt of the other criminal articles of ac- 
cuſation conſiſted in Trenck's having behead- 
ed ſome mutinous pandours, and broken his 
officers without a court-martial ; that he had 
bought of his ſoldiers, and melted down the 
holy veſſels of the church, chalices and roſa- 
ries; had baſtinaded ſome prieſts; and not 
heard maſs every Sunday, and had violently 
dragged malefators from certain convents, 
in which they had taken refuge. 

A partiſan commander, of an undiſciplined 
corps, might well be exculpated from ſimilar 
complaints, and the clamour of the office rs, 
whom he had caned when they retreated to 
the rear, and ſkulked from the fire of the 
enemy, were ſon all filenced when the wit- 
neſſes of Trenck were allowed to appear be- 
fore the court. — When they were no longer 
protected, either by Loewenwalde, or Weber, 
they decamped without beat of drum. They, 
nevertheleſs, did not ceaſe to labour, under 
the auſpices of one more powerful than them- 


{:lves, 


cannot be juſtified in keeping by the laws of 
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ſelves, to purſue their purpoſe, which they 
attained by the aid of the court confeſſor. 
This holy monk found means to render the 
holy Maria Tereſa inſenſible of pity, toward 
a man who had been ſo prodigal of his blood 
in her deſence. | 

Trenck was guilty of another capital error, 
Elated at the expectation of certain victory, 
and aſſured, by his friends among the judges, 
of being acquitted about Eaſter, 1748, he 
cauſed the hiſtory of his life to be printed at 
Franckfort, in which he not only expoſed his 
former judges, but, by certain phraſes, gave 
thoſe, who were his partiſans in the court of 
reviſion, reaſon 'to ſuſpe& that they ſhould 
alſo be betrayed, when they were no longer 
uſeful. Gerhauer, his advocate, had, in ſuch 
caſe, every thing to fear, he having been made 
the inſtrument of bribing the members. Ger- 
hauer required the payment of two thouſand 
ducats before the inſtrument of acquittal 
ſhould be executed; and the avaricious 
Trenck, who ſuppoſed himſelf ſecure, offered 
him only one hundred. Judgment was, in 


conſequence, delayed. Loewenwalde knew 
4 well 
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well to profit by the opportunity. Gerhauer 
diſcovered the whole ſecret proceedings; and 
Loewenwalde, deeply intereſted in the ruin 
of Trenck, went to the Empreſs, related the 
manner in which the judges had been bribed, 
and threatened that, ſhould he, through the 
protection of the emperor and prince Charles, 
be declared innocent, he would then publicly 
vindicate the honour of the late court- martial. 
On this occaſion he attempted to bribe me, 
to diſcover what the particulars of the contract 
were between Trenck and his judges; I de- 
ſpiſed him, however, too much. Nay, I knew 
that, inconcert with the lieutenant of the police, 
Mannagetta, he had planned my impriſon- 
ment on my firſt arrival at Vienna, pretend- 
ing that, Trenck having taken the king of 
Pruſſia priſoner, Frederic had ſent me to his 
aſſiſtance, and I was private % have been 
kept in confinement till ſentence had been 
paſſed on my kinſman. This was diſcovered 
by the baron Lopreſti, at the very criſis when 
the artifice of Miſs Schwerin was in agitation, 


and when the whole plan was rendered abor- 
tive by the emperor. | 


When 
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When J had forſaken my dangerous rela- 
tion, as I have ſaid in the firit volume, and 
when, fearing his ingratitude, other of his 
friends, alſo, had deſerted him, among whom 
was prince Charles himſelf, the noble com- 
pany of his accuſers had then an open field; 
his advocate durſt ſpeak' no more ; the revi- 
fon of his cauſe was interrupted, and an arret 
was iſſued, on the 20th of Augult, that he 
ſhould be perpetually confined as a ſtate pri- 
ſoner in the Spielberg. His property, how- 
ever, remained in ſequeſtration, nor was he 
deprived of it, but gave orders, and examined 
the accounts of his collectors, to the day of 
his death. 
Thus he fell the victim of a covetous and 
evil heart. His reviſion judges had ſtript 
him of more than fifty thouſand rix-dollars, 
and, at laſt, fearing detection from him, aban- 
doned him, to ſecure themſelves. 
Such are the principal circumſtances of the 
proſccution of Trenck, which once was bo 
much the ſubje& of converſation in Vienna: 
Many trembled, many profited. Thus ic was 
that I had ſorrowful cauſe to know what judges 
are, 
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are. His wretched avarice deterred him from 
making ſome trifling ſacrifices, thereby to ſe- 
cure the remainder of his fortune, recover his 
liberty, and attain to the higheſt honours. 

He wiſhed to have eſcaped from the Spiel- 
berg, but this he could not accompliſn. Had 
he followed my plan of flight, which I pro- 
poſed, when he was confined in the arſenal of 
Vienna, he would ſcarcely have died in priſon, 
nor ſhould J have lain fettered in the dungeon 
of Magdeburg. 

Far from inheriting any of the wealth he 
had amaſſed during the war, he did not leave 
me the half of that property which fully re- 
verted to me by right, as his father's heir, and 
which ought to have remained inviolate, 
although even the ſon ſhould have rendered 
_ himſelf guilty of a crime againſt the ſtate; 
of no ſuch crime, however, was he guilty. 

This hiſtory of my life, printed as well at 
Vienna as at Berlin, with the uſual licence and 
privilege, will remain with my children, in 
juſtification of the honour of our name, and 
as a baſis on which they may, now or here- 
after, eſtabliſh their rights in Hungary, when 
times 
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times and circumſtances ſhall become more 
favourable. Preſcription there cannot have 
place, for not the laws, but power, illegally 
exerted, has paſſed ſentence. Whenever the 
ſovereign will permit them to make legal 
proof, then will they reimburſe the unlawful 
purchaſers the original ſum paid by them. 
The court will be no loſer, and the preſent 


poſſeſſors will have enjoyed the revenues of 


forty years, which amount to ſome millions 
of florins. Yes, then will my children be- 
come the rightful lords of Pleternitz, Preſto- 
wack, Nuſtar, Pakratz, and Velika, with 
more than one hundred-and-thirty villages. 
Trenck inherited a hundred-and-eighty thou- 
ſand florins from his father; had opportuni- 
ties to acquire a million, while I, for my own 
part, have only inherited from him eighty 
thouſand florins. No proof can be more 


clear of his having been plundered. 


Finding his project of eſcaping from the 
Spielberg fruſtrated, and all hope cut off, 
this chief of the pandours determined. on 
death. I have before related the manner 
of this death, that he ſent for a confeſlor, 


and 


©0208 3 
and informed him that St. Francis had ap- 
peared to him, that he diſpatched his capu- 


chin confeſſor to Vienna, and on the mor- 


row ſaid God be praiſed, my departure 
«« js certain, for my confeſſor is dead and 


& has appeared to me;“ that the confeſſor 
actually was dead, that he ſummoned the 


officers, ſhaved his head like a monk, con- 
feſsed publicly, preached a ſermon an hour 
long, exhorted all his hearers to a holy life, 
ſmiled at all earthly good, went to prayers, 
ſlepttranquilly, roſe the next morning, pray- 
ed again, took out his watch about noon, 
and ſaid, ** Praiſe be to the Almighty, the 
* hour draws nigh ;” that thoſe, who 
laughed at his impudent impoſture, yet 
were amazed to ſee his face grow pale; 
that he ſupported his head. on his hands, 
prayed at his table, remained motionleſs 
with his eyes open ; that the clock ſtruck 
twelve, they ſhook him, but found he was 
actually dead ; that miracle was then the 
univerſal cry, and that St. Francis had de- 
ſcended and carried of the pandour Trenck 
into paradiſe, I have ſaid that all this had 
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been performed by the ſecret of the pio- 


Toned water of Tofana; have further add- 
ed that the laſt ambition of Trenck was to 


rank high in the calendar: that  perceiv- 
ing he could no longer be the richeſt and 
firſt of men he withed to be the greateſt of 
ſaints; that he knew he ſhould perform 
miracles after his death, for he had built 


a chapel, founded a perpetual maſs, and 


bequeathed fix thouſand florins to the capu- 
chins*; that he expired in the thirty-fourth 


year of his age, after having' been the 


ſcourge of Bavaria, whole inhabitants will 
ſcarcely ever, in their litanies, 1atreat 
Saint 1renck- to be their mediator at the 


throne of Grace ; that he lived the tyrant 


and enemy of the human race, and died a 
holy ſcoundrel. 

I ſhall 'terminate this article by frankly 
ſpeaking without diſguiſe, my thoughts 


* He has been but forty years dead, and has worked 
miracles in Bremen, which the, father guardian relates 


with upliſted eyes. IIis body is alkrimed ill to remain 
incorcuptible. 12 


Con- 
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concernig my couſin, and his fate. 
reſpect to individuals, whom he robbed to 
enrich himſelf, innocent men whom he 


With 


maſſacred, either to obtain their property, 
or in the blood thriſty-field of war, and 
many other worthy people whom he made 
miſerable ; with reſpect 10 his own father, 
aged eighty-four, and his beauteous and 
virtuous wife, whom he treated with bru- 
tal barbarity ; with reſpe&t to myſelf, to 
the duties of conſanguinity, and of man, 
he merited puniſhment, the purſuit of the 
avenging arm of juſtice, and to be extir- 
pated from all humanity, 

Thus conſidered, his condemnation to the 
Spielberg was, indeed, moſt mercitul. His 
name ought eternally to be eraſed from the 
annals of the friends of men, and the lovers 
of virtue. The cruelties he committed are 
to this hour, daily lamented with tears: anch 
the fighs of the wretche1, on whom he 
had no pity, unceaſingly accuſe him before 
the throne of God. His memory, through- 
out all Bavaria, muſt ever be held in ab- 
torence, I almoſt tempted myſelf to utter 


male. 
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maledictions over the aſhes of a man who. 
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lived for himſelf alone, inſenſible to the 
groans of calamity; who treated friend 
and enemy with like cruelty, and though I 
forbear this, ſtill muſt I for ever lament 
and curſe the woes to which he left me heir. 
Had he worn a crown he would, perhaps, 
have been like Cæſar, a conqueror ; and 
ji like Amurath, a barbarian. Happily for 
manall tyrants are not kings. 

But, with reſpe& to the Auſtrian Mon- 
archy, and as the hero of the Croats, he 
merited a mauſoleum, the epitaph of grati- 
tude, and the trophies of honour. At 
leaſt he ought to have been protected by 
that ſtate, in defence of which he was ſo 
loyal, ſo ſerviceable, ſo indefatigable, ſo 
daring ; whereas, in that very ſtate, he 
fell the victim of envy, and of the moſt 
hateful avarice. 
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